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Grace in the Wilderness 

What difference did the resurrection of Jesus Christ make in this world?  I mean what 

difference did it really make?  After all, given the way we talk about the resurrection, given the 

big deal we make about Easter here in the church, you’d think it had made an enormous 

difference in this world, more difference than anything else that has ever happened since the 

beginning of time.  Many of us believe exactly that, and certainly it did make a huge difference in 

the lives of a number of people, admittedly a rather small number of people, for whom it is no 

exaggeration to say that it really did change everything.  But it’s also true that for the vast majority 

of people living at that time, it’s hard to see that the resurrection made all that much of a 

difference in their world, if much of any difference at all.  Which is why, I think, so many people, 

even so many Christians, have doubts about the resurrection being much more than just a 

metaphor. 

I would certainly agree that if the point of the resurrection of Jesus was in fact to change the 

world, then he does seem to have gone about that in the wrong way, in fact, in practically the 

worst way possible.  It could have happened in a way that really did change things.  For example, 

had the risen Lord gone that Sunday morning to the Temple or to the praetorium there in 

Jerusalem, and shown himself to the chief priest and to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, and 

said, “See, I told you so,” that would have changed things in a big way.  Or if the risen Lord and 

his disciples had hit the road throughout Judea and Galilee to drum up support among the 

populace and then returned with all their supporters to claim his throne once and for all as the 

Son of David, that would have certainly changed things.  Or if he and the disciples had set out 

for Rome itself, and Jesus revealed himself there to Tiberius Caesar with the announcement, “Step 

aside, buddy, I’m here to claim my world,” that would have turned the world upside down. 

But obviously, that’s not what he did.  In fact, he didn’t do anything remotely like that.  No, 

the risen Lord didn’t do much of anything that day of resurrection.  Oh, he left word with an angel 

there at the tomb to tell his followers that he’d gone on ahead of them to Galilee, and that he 

would meet them there.  Then, apparently already on his way out of town, he just so happened 

to run into some of the women in his group who were coming to visit his grave that morning, 

and according to Matthew, it was there that the Lord spoke to his followers for the very first time 

since rising from the dead, and what did he say?  He said, “Hi!”  And then he sent them off to tell 

the disciples to go to Galilee, and then Jesus took off again.  I don’t know about you, but this does 

not sound to me like someone who has plans to change the world, or someone who thinks his 

resurrection has changed everything.  In fact, it sounds more like someone who thinks that 

nothing much has changed. 
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So which is it?  Did the resurrection profoundly change this world?  Or did it not change 

anything much at all?  The answer, I think, is both.  For while the resurrection may have changed 

nothing much in one sense, indeed, even because the resurrection changed nothing much in that 

sense, was never intended to change anything in that sense, it really did change everything.  

Though initially at least only for those whose eyes had been opened to see this world—and 

everything about it—in light of the resurrection, and who in that resurrection light could see that 

the world had changed, had changed utterly, that nothing was the same as it had been just three 

days before. 

The problem, of course, is that what looks to us like change is very much in the eye of the 

beholder.  Because we human beings, mortal creatures that we are, who may live at the very most 

to be a hundred years old, which is merely the blink of an eye in the greater scheme of things, we 

have a skewed perspective on what constitutes change.  For most of us, change is something 

obvious to the human eye, something that’s immediately noticeable, some dramatic 

transformation in the way things are on any given day or maybe as much as in any given year.  

For example, the election of Donald Trump seems to have been a huge change in the eyes of very 

many people, though over the long run, whether it’s nearly so big a change as some may think 

remains to be seen.  For the fact is sometimes the very things that strike us as enormous changes 

turn out to be no real change at all, just random fluctuations that over time largely cancel each 

other out, leaving things in the long run more or less the same as they were before. 

Whereas other changes that may seem to us to be of no significance whatsoever, changes 

hardly perceptible at all to our senses, changes that we would never notice or think important 

may end up—if they persist over any length of time—dramatically changing the world as we 

know it.  Who would notice an increase in the mean sea level of only a fraction of an inch in any 

given year?  No one.  But if it increased by that same fraction of an inch every year for—say—a 

hundred years, you’d certainly notice, then, or actually you probably wouldn’t notice since you 

wouldn’t be around anymore.  The same with the build-up of pressure along tectonic plates, or 

increases in the temperature of the earth—all instances where tiny changes can add up over time 

to be very big changes indeed.  Though unless there’s an earthquake, or some catastrophic turn 

in the weather, we might never even notice those kinds of changes simply because we’re not 

around for long enough to see those little changes become big changes. 

So when we’re hard pressed to point to specific ways, dramatic ways, that the resurrection 

has changed the world, it’s not necessarily that nothing really has changed.  It just may be that 

we’re looking for change in all the wrong places, looking even for the wrong kind of changes, 

and as a result overlooking the very real changes that may well have taken place right under our 

noses, right in our very midst.  Very real changes for sure in the lives of those for whom the 

resurrection was—and is—the fundamental reality of their lives, those whose lives as a 

consequence of the resurrection have been built around the triumph of life, rather than of death; 

the reality of hope, rather than of fear, and the love of God, rather than the love of self.  Those 

who see this world in a resurrection light and live accordingly. 
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Of course, the difference that makes may not be particularly obvious to others, folks who 

think of change in terms of something bigger, something more dramatic, something that makes a 

big splash, something worthy of a Steve Jobs or an Elon Musk.  In fact, the kind of changes I’m 

talking about would probably be all but invisible to them.  Not many people in our world would 

notice them at all, which is why Paul says in Colossians that the lives of those who have been 

raised with Christ, who have set their minds of things above, are hidden from this world, meaning 

largely invisible. 

But little changes over time add up to big changes, as small and as insignificant and even as 

invisible as they may seem at any given moment, particularly to those in our world enamored of 

big splashes, the latest hot new idea, the next big thing.  Those for whom the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ seems to have changed almost nothing in this world.  As opposed to those of us for whom 

it changed everything and every single day is still making a difference in our lives and in the 

world around us. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

to whom be all glory and honor, now and forevermore… 


