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ne of the truisms of any organization is that old 
chestnut, “You get out of it what you put into 
it.”

That is truer of our faith lives than perhaps we 
like to think.  To be sure, the grace of God is free, but the 
idea that grace is just going to fall out of the sky and land on 
us is, to say the least, a bit naïve.

Grace manifests itself in many ways: a kindness shared, 
a moment of profound beauty, a fresh insight that makes us 
go, “A ha!”

Those things don’t generally happen in solitary 
confinement.  Kindness is manifested in community, the 
“entre-nous,” that French philosopher Emanuel Levinas 
wrote about so movingly.  By definition, it’s hard to 
experience “entre-nous,” that intimacy of thought “between 
us” by oneself. Moments of profound beauty are in evidence 
almost every time our choir opens their months, but you’ll 
pardon me for suggesting that the recording just isn’t the 
same as feeling the music wash over you in the service of 
divine worship. And what’s more, while we can certainly 
find a fresh insight in solitary pursuit (I have many times in 
a library) we certainly can’t expand what it means to us 
except by engaging in dialogue with one another.

We get out of church what we put into it.

On September 15th, we will kick off a new programmatic 
year with our Welcome Brunch, lovingly prepared for us by 
our deacons, who understand that the shortest distance 
between two people is often found over a table. Sunday 

school for children and adults resumes. Sarah Weisiger and 
the Children’s Education team are hard at work on a fall 
curriculum for the children, and our newly formed Adult 
Education team (led by Carol Cook) are putting together a 
marvelous adult education program that will explore 
spiritual direction, consider the lasting legacy of William 
Penn on religious freedom, as well the return of our popular 
Constitution Seminar, led by Will Harris.

The worship committee is preparing for monthly 
evensong services, to enrich our lives, but also to welcome 
the community around us with a service of worship and a 
simple supper.

I hope you’ll make a deliberate choice to welcome the 
grace of God as it comes to us in community this fall. Great 
things are planned, and it won’t be the same without you.

See you in church.

—Baron Mullis

O
T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  I N  P H I L A D E L P H I A E S T A B L I S H E D  1 6 9 8

L
E

C
T

IO
N

A
R

Y
theMessenger

SEPTEMBER 1
Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 14:1, 7-14

SEPTEMBER 8
Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

SEPTEMBER 15
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10

1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

SEPTEMBER 22
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

SEPTEMBER 29
Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19

Luke 16:19-31

In Community
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Announcing 

our Fall 

Program Guide, 

coming mid-

September!
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September 2019 at a Glance
Sunday, September 1 
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
Monday, September 2 
Church O#ce closed for Labor Day
Wednesday, September 4 
12:00 pm Worship Committee
7:30 pm T&T Group
Thursday, September 5 
6:45 pm Deacons
Saturday, September 7 
8:30 am Habitat Workday
Sunday, September 8 
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

(MacColl Room)
1:00 pm Twenties & Thirties Pool Party
Monday, September 9 
11:00 am Congregational Care Team
Tuesday, September 10 
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, September 11 
12:00 pm Women of Wit & Wisdom Lunch

(Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Stewardship & Budget Committee
7:30 pm T&T Group
Saturday, September 14 
9:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group (Café at DiBruno’s)

Sunday, September 15 
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Welcome Brunch (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
Monday, September 16 
4:30 pm Missions Committee
Tuesday, September 17 
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, September 18 
6:30 pm T&T host dinner at the CA at UPENN
Thursday, September 19 
6:30 pm Session
Saturday, September 21 
10:00 am T&T Hike (Valley Green)
Sunday, September 22 
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)

Adult CE (MacColl Room)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
Tuesday, September 24 
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, September 25 
7:30 pm Constitution Seminar (MacColl Room)
7:30 pm T&T Group
Thursday, September 26 
7:15 pm Parish Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, September 29 
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am New Member Class
9:45 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)

Adult CE (MacColl Room)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Women of Wit and Wisdom will hold their 
kick-off lunch on Wednesday, September 11, at 
noon in Old Buttonwood Hall. This will be a 
catered luncheon introducing this year's theme 
"What Does it mean to be Presbyterian Women in 
2020?” RSVP via email 
(womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org) by Monday, 
September 9.

—Diane Rogers

Women of Wit and Wisdom will hold their 

Fall Membership Class 
Sunday, September 29 - 9:45 AM–2 PM

Do you have questions about what it means to be Presbyterian? 
Have you wondered about the history of our particular church? 
Perhaps you have contemplated membership and are wondering what 
it entails. If so, we would like to invite you to consider joining us for our 
quarterly membership class.

Our membership class is an invitation to renewed discipleship and 
commitment to the work of serving Jesus Christ. Come and learn 
about the ways in which our church expresses our universal faith in its 
own distinctive way; ask questions and grow in your knowledge of 
who we are and why we do the things that we do; and help us get to 
know you better as you discern whether membership is right for you.

To register, contact Rev. Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org). Lunch and Childcare will be provided.

mailto:womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org
mailto:womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org
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Roofers and masonry contractors 
have been busily working to complete 
their work on our church building while 
the sun shines. It’s been a fairly dry 
summer (at least during construction 
hours), so work has been progressing 
with few weather delays. The 
sca%olding that is currently installed 
will remain for a bit longer than the 
summer. The website will be updated 
as more is known.

The base scope of work has been 
going well, and some unforeseen 
conditions have been uncovered. We 
knew that this would happen, as it’s 
impossible to know everything about 
“what lies beneath” without opening up 
the roof or removing some mortar.

Some interesting finds: One of the 
first days that the sca%olding crew was 
on site, a decorative piece of stone fell 
onto the sidewalk. Fortunately, it was in 
a protected area and no one was 

injured. As the mason started raking 
out the joints, they discovered voids in 
the mortar and loose stones at the east 
and west transepts. Some cool 
technology (ground penetrating radar) 
was used to better locate the voids. We 
may have discovered the cause of 
moisture penetration near the roof of 
the sacristy; there are issues at the 
meeting of stones and roof flashing. 
The stone just below the tower spire 
was found to have been patched years 
ago and this patch is disintegrating. 
The finial above will need to be lifted 
temporarily in order to remove and 
replace the stone below. This will be 
quite the feat, as it’s at the highest 
point of the church. We’re happy that 
it’s been found now, as making sure 
that it’s secure will make us all sleep 
better at night.

In terms of costs, we are currently 
within the budget and will continue to 

watch costs to make sure that it 
remains that way. Decisions need to 
weigh costs against the longevity of 
repairs, as we want to be smart about 
the future.

—Heather Coyne

Christian Education Resumes September 22nd

Children’s Sunday School 
Sunday School is held at 9:45 AM in the Cochran Sunday 

School Room.  Our programming is targeted towards 
children ages 3 and up. We are excited this year to introduce a 
new curriculum, Godly Play, which emphasizes the story of 
the bible as living and accessible to people of all ages. Godly 
Play is based on Montessori principles and starts from the 
premise that children already have a relationship with God. 
The curriculum encourages creativity and wondering about 
the stories of God through story-telling, liturgical action, and 
creative response.

Our Sunday School teachers will be participating in a 
training program for Godly Play on 
Saturday, September 21. If you are 
interested in learning more about this 
excellent curriculum, please contact Rev. 
Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org).

—Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Minister for Membership and Faith 

Formation

Adult CE 
Sunday Adult Christian Education classes meet in the 

MacColl room at 9:45 AM.

" On September 22nd, the Adult CE class will be “A 
Presbyterian Primer” taught by Dr. Baron Mullis. For those 
who want a “tune-up” on their basic understanding of 
Presbyterianism, Baron will explore the evolution of the 
denomination (and theology) that we call home.

" On September 29th, a Lectionary Bible study will be led by 
the Rev. Megan LeCluyse.

The Annual Constitution Seminar series led by Will 
Harris begins on Wednesday, September 25th; see article on 

page 7 for more information.

Looking ahead, in October, the 
Reverend Barbara Chaapel will lead an 
adult education series of lectio divina
using the lectionary texts for each 
Sunday.  In November, we’ll mark 
William Penn's 375th birthday with a 
visit from Quaker leader Nancy Gibbs, 
who will give an overview of the history 
of Quakers, and address Penn's life and 
legacy.

—Carol Cook
Chair, Adult CE

MASONRY & ROOFING PROJECT UPDATE

First Church Families 
First Church Families is an 
intergenerational fellowship for 
families with young children at First 
Presbyterian church to come together 
for educational, social, and spiritual 
fellowship. This fall, we are excited to 
be introducing some new opportunities 
for connection beyond Sundays that 
build on our Sunday ministries. Please 
keep a lookout for details in the 
upcoming Fall Program Guide.

mailto:sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org
mailto:sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org
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Member News 
New Members 
Aisha Essuman Mensah is a California 
native, born in Los Angeles and raised in the 
Bay Area. She works as a clinical researcher 
for Syneos Health and is passionate about 
eliminating health disparities using 
community-based interventions and research. 
She is a graduate of the Master of Public 
Health program at the University of North Carolina Gillings 
School of Public Health. Aisha is engaged to Reginald Amoa.

Patrick Feeley grew up in Northeast 
Philadelphia area and works as a fundraiser 
for the Cystic Fibrosis Association. A few 
things you may not know about him: he is 
an avid runner and history buff, with a 
particular interest in the Reconstruction Era 
post-Civil War. He recently travelled to 
South Africa and found the experience of 

visiting Nelson Mandela’s former prison cell to be 
transformative and incredibly meaningful.

Anne Futterer is a recent transplant to the 
Philadelphia area from North Carolina. She 
works as clinical researcher coordinator at the 
University of Pennsylvania. She grew up in 
the Lutheran Church and has been drawn to 
the sense of community in worship and the 
Twenties and Thirties group at First Church, 
and is excited to get more involved in mission and outreach.

David Roberts lives around the corner from 
First Church, but he was born and raised in 
Houston, Texas. He grew up in the Southern 
Baptist tradition and is an avid explorer of 
faith and theology. He served his country 
and is a proud veteran, and is currently 
enjoying his retirement in the heart of 

Philadelphia’s Rittenhouse Square Neighborhood. He loves 
deep conversations about matters of faith and theology and 
looks forward to growing in faith and in connection at First 
Church.

Christopher Tibbs works in the technology 
sector in Philadelphia. He is originally from 
Vineland, NJ,  but has lived all over the 
country before deciding to come back to the 
Philadelphia area. He loves sports (especially 
football and boxing), music (he writes: "I try 
to play the guitar and will listen to almost 
anything"), and community service. Of our church, he shares 
that he is "Really happy to be a member of First Presbyterian-- 
and I appreciate how welcoming the church has been.”

Olivia Wilson is a Ph.D. student at Drexel 
University in Materials Engineering 
department. Her research focus is on a novel 
polymer synthesis technique, and she shares 
that she can usually be found in lab or salsa 
dancing. Olivia grew up in Maine, but has 
lived all over the country in states including Colorado, 
Oklahoma, Iowa and Georgia. Her hobbies include skiing, 
drawing, cycling, dancing, reading and learning new skills; her 
most-recent new skill is glass blowing!

Marriages

The Church joyfully 
celebrated the marriage of 
Alan Pentecost and 
Arthur Zeng on June 14, 
2019. The happy couple 
was married by the Rev. 
Dr. Baron Mullis.

Baptisms 
Graham Walsh LaRiviere, son of Michael and Amanda 
LaRiviere, was baptized on July 14th during the 11 AM service 
by the Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis.  Graham’s godparents, Sean 
Walsh and the Rev. Dana Allen Walsh of Andover, MA, stood 
with the family.
Tobias Martin Weisiger, son of the 
Rev. Sarah and Dr. Alex Weisiger, 
was baptized on August 11th by the 
Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  Tobias’ 
grandparents, Jane Martin and Dick 
Weisiger, and his great-aunt Diane 
Martin, stood with the family.

Deaths

Margaret J. "Peggy" Schroeder died at the age of 91 on May 
28, 2019. Peg was a former teacher at Haddonfield Friends 
school and answered God's call to community through her 
faithful service as a deacon at First Church. She also served her 
community as a volunteer Ombudsman for the Philadelphia 
Corp. of Aging. She is deeply missed by her husband, Kai, and 
her daughters and grandchildren.
Eleanor J. Buchanan, a long-time member of this 
congregation, died from complications of Alzheimer’s Disease 
on June 24, 2019. Eleanor and her husband, Andy, joined First 
Church in 1965 and commuted from West Chester, PA and 
loved to be part of its community and witness. She is survived 
by her children and her twin sister.
Randolph "Randy" Orner died of complications from 
treatment for lung cancer on July 27th. Randy grew up in 
central PA in Shamokin and Randy joined the church in 2017 
and attended with his partner, James Schreyer. Services will be 
held at First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, September 14 at 
noon.
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Missions Committee Update 
Here are some September volunteer opportunities to 

note/act on right away! Please contact 
missions@fpcphila.org for more information or to 
volunteer.

Mission Trip to Mexico — The trip is from October 12 - 19, 
2019, but commitments are needed by September 7th. FPCP 
will join with Bryn Mawr Presbyterian to work on a project 
in the the most vulnerable communities of Mexico City 
with our FPCP partner, Urban Mosaic. Room and board for 
the week (comfortable and substantial) are provided and, 
while we ask that those who can afford to pay airfare 
(averaging $450-500) do so, financial support is also 
available if needed.

Habitat — Saturday, September 7th, 5-7 volunteers (no 
special skills necessary!) are sought for exterior landscaping 
and house preparation in connection with Habitat for 
Humanity’s West Philadelphia Repair Initiative, from about 
8:30 AM - 3:30 PM or earlier.

Zia — This non-profit addresses food insecurity for 
children in Philadelphia. More information will be in the 
October newsletter, and we will be having a food drive for 
Zia in October. Immediate opportunities to volunteer are 
available for its Food Bank (lots of options and time slots!) 
or Breakfast in the Classroom (8-9 AM on Mondays and 
flexible remote hours options). See www.ziafood.org and, 
for information on volunteering, please contact FPCP 
member Paula Gross at paulajgross@gmail.com.

—Andrea Bowman
Chair, Missions Committee

At age 6, Edwin B. Allen 
received a gift of water-color 
pencils and began drawing. As a 
teen, he sold his first painting. 
He studied at Fleisher Art 
Memorial before serving in the 
U.S. Army. Then he and Ada 
married, pursued their careers, 
mostly in graphics, and art fell 
to the wayside.

In 1997, securely retired, Ed 
took up pen and paint again. He 
studied and showed his 
paintings at Temple University, 
Community College of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
the Philadelphia Plastic Club, the 
Sketch Club and, again, at Fleisher. “I 
had a goal: if 100 of my paintings were 

good enough, I’d put my name on 
them.” In classes and in plein air 
painting, he enjoyed camaraderie with 
other painters. He began to win prizes. 
Earlier this year, he won the Plastic 

Club’s Silver Medal for his 
water color over pen and ink, 
“Rushing Water on Wissahickon 
Creek” (see photograph).

“I have found that art is a good 
retirement hobby,” he said, 
“even if you don’t have 
experience. It keeps you active, 
exercising more than your 
creativity. You meet new people 
with like interests. It can be 
rewarding monetarily, but, 
above all, it is fun.” Ed 
concluded that he would enjoy 

getting to know others at First Pres who 
might enjoy getting together, especially 
for plein air (outdoor) painting.

—Fred Barfoot

Even in Art, Diligence Pays Off

Reading Buddies Resumes this Fall 
Reading Buddies is a program pairing elementary school 
students with adult volunteers for an hour of reading 
together each week.  Reading Buddies meets Monday 
mornings at 10 AM at First Church during the school year. If 
you're interested in volunteering, please contact Jeannie 
Boehner (jeannie.boehner@fpcphila.org).

Twenties & Thirties Group
The T&Ts have had a great summer of fellowship visiting 
different locations throughout Philadelphia. These have 
included attending a Phillies game, local beer gardens, 
volunteering at Books Through Bars, game nights and so 
much more. The T&Ts and other members have opened up 
their homes for game nights and movie nights, providing a 
relaxing atmosphere including a great gathering with fpcQ for 
Happy Hour. If you are interested in hosting the T&T group 
for an evening (or weekend afternoon) gathering let Annie 
know (anne.lecluyse@fpcphila.org)!

As September rolls around we will return back to First Church 
for our weekly gatherings. We will host dinner at the 
Christian Association at Penn as well as continue discussion-
based fellowship with the help of books, podcasts and 
different curriculum. We will be having a pool party hosted 
by the Sassoli family and a hike later in the month. Our goal is 
to grow closer together as a group, fostering friendships, 
building trust, and creating a community of support and love 
for one another. If you are interested in joining the T&T group 
send an e-mail to Annie at youngadults@fpcphila.org.

—Annie LeCluyse

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
http://www.ziafood.org
mailto:paulajgross@gmail.com
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
http://www.ziafood.org
mailto:paulajgross@gmail.com
mailto:anne.lecluyse@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:anne.lecluyse@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
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First Church will offer three services of choral evensong 
this fall, in October, November, and December. Called 
“First@Five,” the service will be offered on Sundays October 
6, November 3 (All Saints), and December 1 (First Sunday in 
Advent) at 5 PM in the sanctuary, followed by a pizza supper 
in Old Buttonwood Hall.

In the summer of 2017 the Chancel Choir, under Andrew 
Senn’s direction, led choral evensong each evening at Truro 
Cathedral in Cornwall, England, an experience that was 
moving and transformative for the singers. Since then, 
Andrew and the choir have wanted to share evensong in our 
own congregation.

The service of choral evensong has a long history. It dates 
back to the time of the Reformation, using elements of the 
ancient monastic offices of vespers and compline. The liturgy 
for the service was laid out in Archbishop Cranmer’s Book of 
Common Prayer, the first version of which appeared in 1549. 
The music took shape a few decades later, during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth I.

Evensong invites worshipers into a quiet and reflective 
worship experience as darkness falls to end the day, and it 
creates a sense of space and mystery where one feels the 
presence of God. For many, it is a time when breathing and 
heart rate slow, and the quiet rhythms of music, speech, and 
silence fill the sanctuary. The choir chants the psalms of the 
day, and sings the songs of the Magnificat, Mary’s song as she 
awaits the birth of Jesus, and the Nunc Dimittis, Simeon’s 
song as he reaches the end of his life. The music of evensong is 
the music of prayer, as the musicians pray on behalf of the 
congregation, the community, and the world. In our Reformed 
setting, the service will include scripture read by congregants, 
hymns sung by the congregation, and a meditation.

We hope that this service will open our church to the 
community that surrounds us, inviting in those who may not 
worship at other times or places. We also hope you, our 
members, will join us, and invite others you know, to 
participate in this 500-year-old unbroken tradition of glorious 
music and liturgy.

—The Rev. Barbara Chaapel, for the Worship Committee

Choral Evensong at First Church

Penn’s Village is about Relationships

We often stress the services (rides to the 
doctor, companionship, computer 
support) provided by Penn’s Village 
volunteers or the programs our 
members enjoy (talks on current events 
or a health-related topic, French 
conversation, men’s group, knitting 
circle, happy hour), but it is the 
relationships formed between members 
or between a member and a volunteer 
that are the essence of the organization: 
neighbors together - connecting, 
engaging, thriving.  Over the next few 
months, we will describe special bonds 
that have occurred through Penn’s 
Village.

Caregivers need time off to rest and 
refresh and to take care of themselves 
and their home. That is exactly what 
Brigid needed when she called Penn’s 
Village about membership. Caring for 
her sick husband had become full time 

and she needed a companion for him, 
although he didn’t think so. Brigid 
didn’t think it would be so easy to find 
one or two volunteers who would work 
so well with her husband, Anthony, 
because he had very specific tastes in 
sports and politics, and opinions on 
global, social, and economic issues.

Luckily, two wonderful volunteers 
were found who visited Anthony every 
week for two years. Their time was 
well-spent engaging Anthony in 
stimulating conversations while giving 
Brigid a block of time to get other 
things done for herself or her home, or 
just to relax.

At Anthony’s 95th “Cake and Cards” 
birthday party, both volunteers were in 
attendance, much to his pleasure. Sadly, 
not too long after, Anthony passed on. 
Both of his wonderful volunteers 
attended his memorial service where 
they met his extended family. Brigid 

expresses her “eternal gratitude” to 
Penn’s Village for those years her 
husband spent with the volunteers. She 
also explains that, following the death 
of her husband, Brigid continued her 
relationship with both volunteers, 
“gaining two forever-friends.” More so, 
Brigid has continued her membership 
with Penn’s Village after Anthony’s 
death because, as she puts it, “I strongly 
believed in the necessary work the 
organization was doing.”

Penn’s Village has different 
membership levels. Members who 
become Villagers, the highest level 
available, are eligible for the services 
similar to those which Brigid and 
Anthony used. 

For more information on membership 
and volunteering, visit 
www.pennsvillage.org, or call 
215-925-7333.

http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org


S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9

T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  I N  P H I L A D E L P H I A 7

The agenda of the 2019 annual 
Constitution Seminar, the 11th at First 
Presbyterian Church, is to set up a 
framework for inquiry into 
instructive parallels between the 
biblical and constitutional orders of 
Creation and creativity, and then to 
pursue the resulting questions 
through the reflections and 
interactions of the participants.

Most fundamentally and 
characteristically, the key function of 
a “constitution” is to cultivate and 
incline its “citizens” toward a 
distinctive way of thinking. Thus the 
paradigm (or background models of 
reality) implicated in varying 
constitutions, which arise from the 
separate stages of founding, sustain 
alternative ways of thinking and 
judging for the “citizens” of these 
regimes of knowing. The same words 
mean different things depending 
closely on the authoritative picture of 
the world in the minds of persons.

There is no better place to 
observe this phenomenon than in the 
multiple founding stages portrayed 
by the larger biblical narrative. 
Consider, for just one example, the 
way the Jesus of the New Testament 
strategically converts existing 
categories and terms to reconstruct 
(or even re-create) a world that 
everyone assumed they already knew 
and already existed, and which some 
had studied to the point of a crisis of 
intellectual and moral exhaustion. 
The biblical case is the exemplar of 
fundamental-founding by shifting the 
meanings of words. At its most basic, 
that is what a written Constitution is 
— assuming that it actually constitutes
something instead of merely codifying
what prevailed previously.

The United States has been 
constitutionally founded three times — 
in 1776, 1787, and 1868 — with a 
focus on the Declaration of 
Independence, the Original 
Constitution, and the Reconstruction 
Amendments (primarily the 14th). It is 
true that some “foundings,” in 
general, seem to amount to little more 
than just a “start-up,” a beginning. 
But, especially after the invention of 
the formal Constitution of the United 
States in the 1780s as a constitutive 
and not just a descriptive text, a real 
founding needed to be a making. 
Because the political commitments of 
the First Founding were set in 
opposition to the ratification of that 
proposed Constitution, it too began to 
be conceived as more fully forming 
the contours of a political system. In 
parallel, a comparable re-casting of 
the nature of the project of Creation 
incorporated in the New Testament 
may have had a similar retrofitting 
effect on the Old Testament as a 
multifaceted account not just of 
Origination and its subsequent 
History but of Creation’s constitutive 
phases and failures.

Once we can get our minds 
wrapped around the nature of these 
shifts in our very understanding of 
creation and constitution, what is the 
next-stage consequence for 
understanding America’s Third 
Founding in the 1860’s as a 
regenerative peace treaty to settle a 
comprehensive civil war? It is 
plausible to hold that no real 
American Revolution occurred until 
then, that its creative force had been 
postponed until that later stage of re-
founding. Can its transformative 
implications inform us as to why 
there has been such massive 

resistance to institutionalizing its 
values? And, in parallel, might our 
gaining wisdom from this account of 
these most fundamental 
constitutional controversies that 
continue in our civic domain suggest 
ways of understanding the resistance 
to the imperatives of the Bible’s New 
Creation?

This framework of the four 
meetings will include: (a) an 
introduction to the biblical-
constitutional approach and an 
account of the Three Constitutional 
Foundings of the United States, with 
a focus on how they format 
paradigmatic ways of thinking; (b) a 
three-stage comparison of the variant 
meanings of words and concepts, 
along with their accompanying styles 
of thinking about the civic domain 
and the political system; (c) an 
exploration of the biblical parallels of 
this sort of staging of founding 
paradigms of the world; and (d) a 
broader approach to understanding 
Creation and creativity as they are 
vested in the background models of 
biblical and/or political “reality.”

Meetings are scheduled for 
Wednesdays September 25, October 2, 
October 9 @ 6:30 – 8 PM and Saturday, 
October 12 @ 10 a.m. – noon (or so)

—Will Harris

2019 Annual Constitution Seminar: 
THREE WAYS OF THINKING — Biblical and Constitutional
Or How Does Creation Make Us Creative?
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Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Minister
Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader
Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist
Sue Riemann, Church Administrator
Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care
Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation
Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications
Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate
Rev. Kenneth J. Ross, Parish Associate
Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate

the Messenger 
Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout Design

Volunteer Opportunities
The University City Hospitality Coalition (UCHC) provides hot meals to 
anyone in need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and, during 
the academic year, Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed during the summer and 
academic breaks, when students are not available. In addition, First 
Church sponsors quarterly casserole “blitzes,” in which we prepare 
30–40 casseroles to be served at UCHC meals. 

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and for all children and adults 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families, to 
promote active citizenship, self-determination, and full inclusion. 

Urban Tree Connection (UTC) is a nonprofit organization that engages 
children and adults from some of Philadelphia’s most disadvantaged 
neighborhoods in community-based, urban-greening projects. 

Hosts for Hospitals provides families in need of lodging when coming 
from out-of-town to the city for medical care the option of staying at a 
locally administered volunteer host-home or group facility.  

Girls’ Leadership Camp program at Bartram’s Garden is to help build a 
new community garden and farm while learning about the 
environmental impact of growing our own food. Volunteer days are 
every month on second Saturdays starting in April. 

Habitat for Humanity’s West Philadelphia Repair Initiative (WPRI) is an 
urban ministry that assists homeowners in West Philadelphia with 
repairs to their homes. The organization needs volunteers. Work can 
involve painting, installing sheetrock, windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. 
Volunteers do not need any experience. 

MANNA, an organization founded by First Church, needs volunteers to 
help prepare or deliver meals for people battling life-threatening 
illnesses. Contact Manna’s Volunteer Services at 215-496-2662 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org. 

FOR INFORMATION ON VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTACT missions@fpcphila.org.

Please submit all information for the October issue of The Messenger to communications@fpcphila.org by Friday, September 20th.

Elders 
Class of 2020
Susy Christensen
Heather Coyne
Cynthia Decrucq
Stella Tsai
Class of 2021
Carol Cook
Rebecca Melley
Larry Slagle
Shellie Unger
Class of 2022
Andrea Bowman
Karen Marston
William (Mac) McLarin
Patricia Sassoli

Deacons 
Class of 2020
Jack Melvin
Cynthia Olds-Greeley
Don Williams
Class of 2021
Ruth Camisa
João Magalhaes
William Swoope
Jean Witmer
Class of 2022
Joshua Banks
Edna Dick
Chuck Hodgkinson
Dave Huting
Anita McLarin

Trustees 
Class of 2020
Rebekah Horowitz
Morgan Klinzing
Robert Linck
Cade Massey
Karl Miller
Class of 2021
Jeannie Boehner
Elaine Rothbauer
Class of 2022
Carolyn Crego
Katherine Crockett
Jennifer Gay

First Church Facebook PageFirst Church Facebook Page

Parish Choir 
Do you enjoy singing?  Do you have just a little musical 

experience?  Why not consider joining the ranks of our 
Parish Choir?  It’s a relaxed group of volunteers which leads 
the music at the 11 am service monthly.  All voice parts are 
needed, but especially tenors and basses!

In previous years, this has been a “Sundays only” activi-
ty - this year, we are adding a short Thursday rehearsal be-
fore the Sunday we sing.  This will help to build ensemble 
and musical prowess, as well as taking the “last minute anxi-
ety” out of Sunday mornings.  If you have any interest, 
please contact Andrew Senn. The dates are listed below.

Thursday 7:15 - 8 PM Sunday 9:45 AM
September 26, 2019 September 29, 2019

October 24 October 27
November 21 November 24
December 19 December 22

Tuesday, December 24 - 4 pm Christmas Eve Worship
January 23, 2020 January 26, 2020

February 20 February 23
March 26 March 29
April 23 April 26
June 4 June 7 (Combined Choirs)
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