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L E C T I O N A R Y

the Messenger

OCTOBER 1 
Exodus 17:1–7 

Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16
Philippians 2:1–13
Matthew 21:23–32 

OCTOBER 8 
Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20

Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b–14
Matthew 21:33–46 

OCTOBER 15 
Exodus 32:1–14

Psalm 106:1–6, 19–23
Philippians 4:1–9
Matthew 22:1–14

OCTOBER 22 
Exodus 33:12–23

Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10

Matthew 22:15–22 

OCTOBER 29 
Deuteronomy 34:1–12
Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17

1 Thessalonians 2:1–8
Matthew 22:34–46 

s we move into the fall, there are a number of 
new things here at First. I’m delighted to 
announce that Rev. Jerry K. Foote will be helping 
out with congregational care, taking on some of 

the work that Drew Harrison had been doing for us. Jerry 
and her husband Chuck have been 
attending First Church for the past 
couple of years. She is a native of 
Oklahoma, and after graduating 
from Agnes Scott College in 
Atlanta, she worked as a music 
teacher before later attending 
Austin Seminary in Texas. After 
serving a church in Wilmington, 
Delaware, Jerry became the 
chaplain at Rosemont where she 
became a good friend of our former 
member Marjorie Griffiths. Jerry and Chuck live in West 
Philly. She’ll be working with our congregational care team, 
visiting our homebound members, and making hospital 
calls. Welcome, Jerry (and Chuck)!

This month also marks the 500th anniversary of the event 
that is often considered to have sparked Protestant 
Reformation, Martin Luther’s famous protest in the “95 

Theses” against the sale of indulgences by the medieval 
church. To mark that anniversary and reflect upon our 
Protestant heritage, we have planned a series of five studies 
on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM beginning October 3, with 
each evening devoted to a distinctive aspect of the 
Reformation, including our own Reformed tradition 
(October 17). A complete list of the topics can be found on 
page five of this issue. The studies will be led by Rev. Ken 
Ross and Rev. Jesse Garner. If you can’t make all the 
sessions, it’s not a problem. Even if you can only come to 
one, I encourage you to do so.

If you’ve stopped by the church during the week this 
fall, you may have been surprised to hear children’s voices 
coming from downstairs. Because of renovations currently 
underway at their school on Arch Street, Russell Byers 
Charter School is temporarily using two of our Sunday 
School rooms for two of their kindergarten classes. The 
children are bussed here each morning from the school, and 
bussed back to the school each afternoon for dismissal. They 
expect to be here through Christmas when the renovations at 
the school should be finished. The children have been no 
problem at all. In fact, it’s been a joy to hear their happy 
voices and see their smiling faces here each day.

—Jesse Garner

A
Autumn Brings New Opportunities 

Columbarium to be Dedicated October 15
The Columbarium committee is pleased to report that apart from a few 

furnishings, the installation of the columbarium is complete. The columbarium of 
First Presbyterian Church will be dedicated during the 11:00 AM worship service 
on October 15.

For information on the columbarium or to complete an application, please 
contact the church office.

—Bill Leonard

The Rev. Jerry K. Foote
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October 2017 at a Glance
Sunday, October 1Sunday, October 1
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

‣ Adults:  Lectionary Study (MacColl Room)
9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)

12:00 pm Young Adult “First Sunday” Brunch (Irish Pub)

Monday, October 2Monday, October 2
11:00 am Congregational Care Team

Tuesday, October 3Tuesday, October 3
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
6:30 pm Reformation Study

Wednesday, October 4Wednesday, October 4
12:30 pm Women of Wit & Wisdom Luncheon
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, October 5Thursday, October 5
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:45 pm Deacons Meeting

Saturday, October 7Saturday, October 7
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
10:00 am Presbytery 300th Anniversary Event

Sunday, October 8Sunday, October 8
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

‣ Adults:  Lectionary Study (MacColl Room)
‣ Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:50 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Tuesday, October 10Tuesday, October 10
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
6:30 pm Reformation Study

Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11
10:00 am Planned Giving Team
7:00 pm Young Adult Group

Saturday, October 14Saturday, October 14
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, October 15Sunday, October 15
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

‣ Adults:  Lectionary Study (MacColl Room)
‣ Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)

Columbarium Dedication
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Organ Concert - Andrew Senn

Monday, October 16Monday, October 16
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Worship Committee

Tuesday, October 17Tuesday, October 17
9:30 am WiseRetirees
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
6:30 pm Reformation Study

Wednesday, October 18Wednesday, October 18
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, October 19Thursday, October 19
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee
6:30 pm Annual Giving Team

Saturday, October 21Saturday, October 21
9:00 am New Member Workshop
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, October 22Sunday, October 22
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

‣ Adults:  Lectionary Study (MacColl Room)
‣ Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, October 23Monday, October 23
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Missions Committee
6:30 pm Nominating Committee

Tuesday, October 24Tuesday, October 24
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
6:30 pm Reformation Study

Wednesday, October 25Wednesday, October 25
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Saturday, October 28Saturday, October 28
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
9:30 am Girls’ Leadership Camp at Bartram’s Garden

Sunday, October 29Sunday, October 29
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

‣ Adults:  Lectionary Study (MacColl Room)
‣ Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, October 30Monday, October 30
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Nominating Committee

Tuesday, October 31Tuesday, October 31
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
6:30 pm Reformation Study
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The Church has engaged the 
architectural firm of Atkin Olshin 
Schade (AOS) Architects to provide us 
with a Facilities Assessment and 
Maintenance Plan (FAMP). This project 
will start in mid to late October in the 
hope it will be completed no later than 
March/April 2018. There has been a 
Capital Budgeting Committee made 
up of Phil McMunigal, Craig Boddorff, 
Cade Massey, Heather Coyne, and 
Jesse working on this project for the 
past nine months. 

This is the initial step in not only 
getting a thorough understanding of 

the church’s status as regards physical 
and mechanical needs but also 
establishing a framework to maintain 
the building in a timely and 
responsible manner. With this FAMP in 
hand, tactically we will have a 
snapshot of what the building’s 
current condition is; more importantly, 
strategically we can then establish 
priorities with guidelines and 
protocols for projects on an ongoing 
and timely basis. This will allow us to 
move away from an ad hoc mindset as 
regards the building’s needs.

The sustainability of the building 
is critical to First Church’s mission. Its 
presence is vital to our community and 
our neighborhood. The 
implementation of the FAMP will need 
further discussion and vetting since it 
will touch on budgeting and resources 
such as our endowment and 
borrowing options available to us 
through the Presbytery. The 
Congregation will be kept fully 
apprised of all reports, 
recommendations, and any 
implementation efforts.

—Phil McMunigal

First Church Facilities Assessment and Maintenance Plan

Join us for an organ concert 
celebrating the 125th anniversary 
of Herbert Howells. This will be the 
long awaited release of Andrew 
Senn’s recording of Volume One of 
the complete organ works of 
Howells, with Volume Two due out 
in February. Copies will be for sale 
at the reception following the 
concert—autographed, if you like!

Celebrating  

A new recording of the complete works for organ, performed by Andrew Senn 
The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA

the 125th anniversary of Herbert Howells

Available in October  Please visit www.andrewsenn.com for more details.  

Andrew Senn organist  

The Complete Organ Works

 Herbert HOWELLS

Howells Organ Concert
Sunday, October 15th @ 4:00 PM

Lecture to discuss the work of Art Historians
Wednesday, November 1 @ 2 pm, at First Church

Women of Wit and Wisdom, First Church’s women’s fellowship, will enjoy 
an enlightening PowerPoint Presentation on “Art History Adventures:  
Determining Fakes and Connoisseurship with Science” by First Church 
member Roberta Tarbell, Professor Emerita, Art History, Rutgers University. 
Roberta will discuss various ways Art Historians work and then look at works 
on paper by Auguste Rodin and Marguerite Zorach with microphotographs. 
Join us for this exciting cultural event!
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CELEBRATING 500 YEARS OF REFORMATION:  

The Luther in Worms Oratorio
Friday, November 3rd & Sunday, November 5th

During my summer trip across central Germany this 
summer, I visited various Lutheran sites, and also met 
with friends in Eisenach, Leipzig, Dresden, and Cottbus, 
who agreed to present, in a joint transatlantic effort, the 
Ludwig Meinardus oratorio Luther in Worms.

A total of 40 choristers, soloists, and the conductor of 
the Staatstheater Cottbus are coming to Philadelphia 
from Germany for a 5-day visit. An equal number of 
choristers from various Philadelphia church choirs, and 
40 musicians, will rehearse the oratorio under the 
direction of our own Andrew Senn. Together they will 
present the Luther in Worms at First Church on Friday, 
November 3rd, at 7:00 PM. There will also be a 
performance at the German Society on November 5th. 

The two-hour oratorio Luther in Worms was 
composed by Ludwig Meinardus in the early 1870s, not 
long after the German Empire was founded. Its artistic 
impact arises from the dramatic scoring of its two 
contrasting choirs—representing the Imperial and 
Lutheran forces (in remembrance of the Imperial Diet of 
1521) as well as the lyrical passages of the pilgrims and 
their antagonists. All of this is reminiscent of the oratorio 
Elias by Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy.

We are seeking host families for our musical visitors 
from Germany. They range in age from 25-79 years, and 
their knowledge of English varies greatly. They are 
engineers, lawyers, physicians, teachers, students, and 
retired folks. Anyone willing to open their home to one 
or more of our guests is encouraged to call the Office 
Manager at the German Society, Liesl Jandrey 
(215-627-2323). Please contact Hardy von Auenmueller 
(215-875-9911) for additional informaton.

—Hardy von Auenmueller

Your Board of Deacons
The days are growing shorter, the air is cooler and the 

trees will soon become a tapestry of gold, orange and 
crimson. Autumn is also the start of many activities and 
times for fellowship here at First Church. The Deacons are 
called to serve to make sure all runs smoothly.

On September 16, the Deacons met for a morning of 
fellowship and planning for the coming year. This group of 
dedicated church members had a lively discussion involving 
concerns and ideas for the 2017/2018 church year.

Intercessory prayer is a time when Deacons and other 
members of the congregation pray for those who may need 
help or comforting. Many of you fill out the cards in your 
pew and put them in the offering plate. Anyone in the 
congregation is invited to attend and be a part of this very 
important ministry. The group meets immediately after the 
service in Rev. Garner’s office which is located to the right of 
the lectern.

The beautiful flowers that grace the sanctuary each week 
are donated by members of the congregation, in honor or 
remembrance of someone or something dear to them. Anita 
McLarin coordinates this very important task. A sign-up 
sheet is located on the bulletin board across from the church 
office. Please consider putting your name down or 
contacting Anita for a Sunday. We also invite groups such as 
the Young Adults or LGBTQ to donate as a group. You may 
contact Anita through deacons@fpcphila.org.

We know you all enjoy coming to Fellowship Hour to 
chat and eat. Each week the Deacons supply tasty finger 
food, as well as set up and clean up at the end.  There are 
already some of you who bring food to share, and we thank 
you for this. In order to be more efficient we would like to 
recommend the following: If you would like to contribute 
food, please contact Dave Huting or Jean Witmer two weeks 
before your chosen Sunday with the type of food you are 
bringing, and the approximate amount. This is also a great 
opportunity for some of the church boards and other groups 
to volunteer to provide refreshments.

Finally, another way for members of the congregation to 
be involved in the work of the church is to volunteer to 
usher. Miles Davis coordinates the scheduling and would 
love to have you join this group.

If you are interested in assisting the Deacons with any of 
these activities you can contact any Deacon by emailing 
them at deacons@fpchpila.org or by approaching them on 
Sunday. They usually wear a name tag with “Deacon” on it.

The Deacons are already planning lunch and receptions 
for the Advent season. This is such a joyful time of the year, 
and we hope you will join in the special celebrations yet to 
come.

—Linda Deis Your Deacons at work: Welcome Luncheon September 17.

mailto:deacons@fpcphila.org
mailto:deacons@fpcphila.org
mailto:deacons@fpchpila.org
mailto:deacons@fpchpila.org
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Penn’s Village Brings Peace of Mind
Do you want to continue to live an active, engaged and 

interesting life in the neighborhood you love in central 
Philadelphia? Or do you have parents who might need some 
support from volunteers to thrive in their own home? Are 
you interested in a rewarding volunteer position?

Penn’s Village serves those purposes and much more. 
Should a neighbor need support, our volunteers provide 
services such as transportation, assistance with chores or 
navigating the health care system, companionship and even 
help setting up a computer or smart phone.

There are levels of membership based on your interests 
and needs, and very fulfilling volunteer opportunities both 
working directly with members and assisting behind the 
scenes. Many neighbors are both members and volunteers.

Penn’s Village also has at least two educational, cultural 
or social programs a month and maintains a list of vetted 
preferred providers that members can access.

Most of all, we bring peace of mind.
For further information, contact:  info@pennsvillage.org 

or 215-925-7333.

e’ve been talking for quite a 
few years about the future at 
First. The theme of our 

capital campaign (2011-2014) was 
Preserving First for Our Future, and for 
several years our Annual Giving campaign has been Moving 
First Forward. This year is no different; the future is still our 
focus. Our Pastor Nominating Committee is diligently 
searching for our future pastor to take the reins from Jesse 
Garner, who will retire next summer after having led First 
Church well and thoughtfully through the past 16 years. Our 
Budget Committee and Trustees have a keen eye on 
sustainability and responsibly managing our assets—our 
building and our endowment. The Capital Planning 
Committee is embarking on the development of a Facilities 
Assessment and Maintenance Plan which is critical for the 
long-term future of our building (see article on page three in 
this issue).

As was noted at the Annual Meeting last February, the 
Budget Committee reduced the amount of money drawn 
from the endowment for 2017 used to partially fund the 
operating budget by 0.5%, and the plan is to continue 
reducing it until we reach a more sustainable draw over the 
long term. In 2017, this reduction was approximately 
$30,000, and we expect a similar reduction in 2018.

Our goal for Annual Giving over the next several years 
is for pledge income to make up for the reduction in the 
draw on the endowment. For 2018, we have set a goal of 
reaching $520,000 in pledges. We can accomplish this goal if 
each of us considers increasing our pledge by 10% and by 
increasing the overall number of pledges! During the month 
of October you’ll be hearing more about how we are 
preparing for the future at First. Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, October 29, when we will show sources and uses of 
First funds; the church leadership will be available to answer 
any questions.

—Patti Sassoli
Annual Giving Team

W
ANNUAL GIVING 2018: 

The Future@First

THE EUROPEAN REFORMATIONS: 

Envisioned, Enacted, Embraced
Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM

OCTOBER 3!
The Dawn of Reformation: The Bible and the New Learning

Text: Erasmus, The Paraclesis (1516)

OCTOBER 10 !
The Theological Reformation: Luther

Text: Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian (1520)

OCTOBER 17 !
The Radical Reformation: The Free Churches

Text: Conrad Grebel, Letters to Thomas Muntzer (1524)

OCTOBER 24 !
The Reformation Consolidated: Calvin and the Reformed Churches

Text:  John Calvin, Reply to Sadoleto (1539)

OCTOBER 31 !
The Catholic Reformation: To the Council of Trent

Text:  Council of Trent, Decree on Justification (1547)
Jesse Garner addresses the assembled multitude at the 

Welcome Luncheon September 17.

Moving First Forward

mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
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s we all know, a series of deadly 
storms and earthquakes have 
struck over the past several 

months causing billions of dollars 
damage and lasting effects on people in 
their paths. Before rebuilding of homes 
and businesses begins, basic needs such 
as power restoration, food supplies and 
sanitation must be restored. Try to 
imagine for a moment that your home is 
standing, but is covered in filthy storm 
surge water. Cleaning supplies, due to 
demand, are unavailable. What do you 
do?

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is meeting this need with clean-up 
buckets which contain basic supplies needed to begin the cleanup process. You 
can help by creating a clean-up bucket, either individually or joining with a few 
others, through one of two options:  

1.! Purchase and assemble the contents of a bucket yourself; see items for the 
bucket listed below.  Deliver the items to the church clearly marked “PDA 
Bucket” and leave it in Old Buttonwood Hall on the credenza. First 
Church will provide the bucket! We will place your items in it and ship 
it. Please include only the items in the list below.

2.! Make a $60 donation (approximate cost of contents of a bucket) and we 
will assemble the bucket contents for you. Make the check payable to First 
Presbyterian Church, clearly marking “PDA bucket” on the memo line. 
Please place the check in an envelope labeled “PDA Buckets” and deliver 
it to the church office.

A Challenge to the Church
We last created Clean up Buckets for Hurricane Sandy Relief in 2008. The 

church put it best foot forward with 22 buckets for PDA. Let’s exceed that number 
in 2018. Our goal is 30 buckets!

Please provide bucket contents or your monetary donation by October 27. If 
you have questions, please contact Paula or Bob Gross: paulajgross@gmail.com or 
regrossbg@yahoo.com.

• 6 scouring pads
• 8 sponges, assorted sizes
• 1 scrub brush
• 50 clothespins
• Clothesline:  two 50-ft lines or one 

100-ft line
• 1 box DRY laundry detergent: 50-78 

oz.
• 1 pair work gloves
• 2 pair latex gloves (such as Playtex)

• 1 liquid concentrated household 
cleaner such as Lysol: 12 oz.

• 1 bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap: 
25 oz.

• 1 pkg. cleaning towels (19 reusable 
such as Easy Wipes)

• 24 count roll heavy-duty trash bags: 
33-45 gal.

• 1 bottle insect repellant (drops or 
lotion – NOT aerosol): 6-14 oz.

HELP NOW:  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Clean-up Buckets

A

Items for the bucket

YOUNG ADULT NEWS

We are excited to see new, and 
returning, faces as school gets back in 
session and invite all young adults to 
join us this fall! We have now returned 
to our weekly Wednesday night 
programming and recently had the joy 
of having Barbara Chaapel lead us in 
spiritual direction discussion. We had 
a great time visiting the Philly Zoo 
and going out for ice cream at Igloo. 

In October, we will continue our 
faith discussions using different 
curriculums on Wednesday nights 
and will have fellowship while 
enjoying fall and visiting a local 
orchard. Our goal is to grow closer 
together as a young adult group, 
fostering friendships, building trust, 
and creating a community of support 
and love for one another. For more 
information, or if you would like to 
host the Young Adults for dinner, 
contact: youngadults@fpcphila.org.

—Annie LeCluyse

Missions Trip to Mexico 
City Postponed Until Spring

We had hoped to schedule a trip 
to Mexico City in October to work 
with Urban Mosaic in their efforts to 
build Christian community and 
positively impact the lives of the 
urban poor in Mexico City. The trip 
will have to be delayed, but we are 
now looking to a week in March. 

Several of us have visited this 
work site and were really moved by 
the work that is being accomplished. 
We are enthusiastic about involving 
our congregation in outreach to urban 
slums, which by 2050 will constitute 
40% of the world’s population and are 
largely unreached by Christ’s message 
of love and grace. If you have any 
interest in this mission or preference 
for specific dates, please contact 
missions@fpcphila.org or Rev. Garner 
(jesse.garner@fpcphila.org).

—Beverly Cowart

mailto:paulajgross@gmail.com
mailto:paulajgross@gmail.com
mailto:regrossbg@yahoo.com
mailto:regrossbg@yahoo.com
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
http://www.urbanmosaic.net/
http://www.urbanmosaic.net/
mailto:Missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:Missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:jesse.garner@fpcphila.org?subject=Mexico%20Trip
mailto:jesse.garner@fpcphila.org?subject=Mexico%20Trip
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Baptisms
RENEE LOUISA ADAMS, daughter of Andy & Terri Adams, 
was baptized on September 10.

WESLEY ROGERS GOLDING, son of Christopher & Pamela 
Golding, was baptized on September 17.

New Members
VANCE & RUTH CAMISA attended First Church while they 
were in law school in the late 80s, but eventually moved to 
DC, then Bethlehem, PA. They are now delighted to move 
back to Philadelphia and First Church. Vance is from 
Trenton, NJ, and first moved to Philadelphia for 
undergraduate study at Penn, where he met Ruth. In his free 
time, Vance is a jazz pianist who plays in a Prohibition-era 
band around Philadelphia. Ruth grew up in the Foreign 

Service, and lived all over the world. She loves to read, go to the theatre, cook 
great food, and watch TV. Her years at First were a time of great spiritual growth, 
and she is very excited to be a part of our community once again. Ruth and Vance 
have two daughters, now grown, who are both in the 
Philadelphia area.

CHUCK HODGKINSON grew up in Philadelphia, but has 
served churches and colleges in West Virginia, Missouri, and 
Pennsylvania. With degrees in both music and divinity, 
Chuck has spent his life in ministries of music.  He is now 
retired and loves to travel and spend time with family.  He is 
married to Jerry Foote.

Member News

The Adams Family

Celebration’s Table 
for Worship

The Celebration! service is excited 
to add a new cloth to our table for 
worship. As we celebrate World 
Communion Sunday, we'll add 
this runner, made by refugee 
women living in Ritsona, Greece. 
It is made from up-cycled 
materials, including the life vests 
they wore crossing the 
Mediterranean, and is a part of 

Thistle Farms and The Welcome 
Project. It not only adds some new color, but a reminder that God welcomes 
the refugee and the immigrant, and that worship each week with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ around the world.

—Megan LeCluyse

h

Songs Overseas
Reflections of 

Truro

The Chancel Choir and friends 
had a phenomenal experience 
during their tour in Cornwall.
Visit the First Church website 

to read the reflections of 
two of our travelers.

(fpcphila.org/songs-overseas-truro/)
Each one of those who went 
would be happy to talk about 

their experience on this enriching 
and inspiring trip.

CAMP SOJOURNER:  
Girls Leadership Camp

Girls’Leadership Camp volunteer 
date in October for Bartram’s Garden 
has been moved to Saturday, October 
28, because the normal second 
Saturday date falls on same weekend 
as Camp Sojouner’s 10 year 
anniversary event, “Sojo Groove 
Night,” on Friday October 13; see 
information about Sojo Groove Night 
on the Camp Sojourner Facebook 
Page. Please contact 
missions@fpcphila.org if you are 
interested in either event.

—Beverly Cowart

http://www.fpcphila.org/songs-overseas-truro/2017/9/30/post-truro-reflections.html
http://www.fpcphila.org/songs-overseas-truro/2017/9/30/post-truro-reflections.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1836979309665278/?acontext=%7B%22source%22:5,%22page_id_source%22:125409644149886,%22action_history%22:%5B%7B%22surface%22:%22page%22,%22mechanism%22:%22main_list%22,%22extra_data%22:%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22:125409644149886,%5C%22tour_id%5C%22:null%7D%22%7D%5D,%22has_source%22:true%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1836979309665278/?acontext=%7B%22source%22:5,%22page_id_source%22:125409644149886,%22action_history%22:%5B%7B%22surface%22:%22page%22,%22mechanism%22:%22main_list%22,%22extra_data%22:%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22:125409644149886,%5C%22tour_id%5C%22:null%7D%22%7D%5D,%22has_source%22:true%7D
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8! T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  I N  P H I L A D E L P H I A

Please submit all information for the 
November issue of The Messenger to 

communications@fpcphila.org by 
Monday, October 23rd.

THE MESSENGER

Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout and Design

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Jesse B. Garner, Minister
The Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist

The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of 
Congregational Care

Ms. Sue Riemann, Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate

The Rev. Kenneth Ross, Parish Associate
The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate

The First 
Presbyterian Church
IN THE CITY OF  PHILADELPHIA

201 South 21st Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103
 215-567-0532 fax: 215-567-7697 • fpcphila.org

CHURCH OFFICERS

Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

ELDERS
Class of 2018

Jen Johnson, Rebecca Melley,
Allan Schimmel, George Schneider

Class of 2019
Beverly Cowart, Karen Marston,

Philip McMunigal, Emily Roan, Patricia Sassoli
Class of 2020

Susy Christensen, Heather Coyne, 
Cynthia Decrucq, Michael Smith

DEACONS
Class of 2018

Fred Barfoot, Miles Davis, 
Cathy Lever, Jean Witmer

Class of 2019
Linda Deis, Edna Dick, Dave Huting,

Anita McLarin, Evelyn Schwartz
Class of 2020

Jack Melvin, Cynthia Olds-Greeley, Courtney 
Russ-Friedman, Don Williams, Philip Woehr

TRUSTEES 
Class of 2018

 Jeannie Boehner, Gary Christensen,
Tom Lever, Leila Vaughan

Class of 2019
Craig Boddorff, Andrea Bowman, Mike Carl, 

Jennifer Gay, Robert Romano
Class of 2020

Rebekah Horowitz, Robert Linck, 
Cade Massey

The University City Hospitality Coalition 
(UCHC) provides hot meals to anyone in need 
on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and, during the academic year, Sundays, at 
sites in the University City area. Volunteers 
to serve meals are needed during the 
summer and academic breaks, when 
students are not available. In addition, First 
Church sponsors quarterly casserole 
“blitzes,” in which we prepare 30–40 
casseroles to be served at UCHC meals.

Girls’ Leadership Camp program at Bartram’s 
Garden is to help build a new community 
garden and farm while learning about the 
environmental impact of growing our own 
food. Volunteer days are every month on 
second Saturdays starting in October.

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare or 
deliver meals for people battling life-
threatening illnesses. Contact Manna’s 
Volunteer Services at 215-496-2662 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

Urban Tree Connection (UTC) is a nonprofit 
organization that engages children and 
adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 
disadvantaged neighborhoods in 
community-based, urban-greening projects.

Habitat for Humanity’s West Philadelphia 
Repair Initiative (WPRI) is an urban ministry 
that assists homeowners in West 
Philadelphia with repairs to their homes. The 
organization needs volunteers. Work can 
involve painting, installing sheetrock, 
windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. Volunteers 
do not need any experience.

Norris Square promotes change through 
youth education, community leadership, 
green spaces, the arts and the celebration of 
Latinx cultures.

Hosts for Hospitals provides families in need 
of lodging when coming from out-of-town to 
the city for medical care the option of staying 
at a locally administered volunteer host-
home or group facility. 

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and 
for all children and adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their 
families, to promote active citizenship, self-
determination, and full inclusion.

FOR INFORMATION ON 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTACT 
missions@fpcphila.org.

Volunteer Opportunities

mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianPhiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianPhiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/groups/55669150351/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/55669150351/
http://uchc.phillycharities.org/
http://uchc.phillycharities.org/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlsleadershipcamp.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlsleadershipcamp.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bartramsgarden.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bartramsgarden.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bartramsgarden.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=2431988&msgid=395688&act=IPUZ&c=1233668&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bartramsgarden.org
http://www.mannapa.org
http://www.mannapa.org
mailto:volunteers@mannapa.org?subject=MANNA%20volunteering
mailto:volunteers@mannapa.org?subject=MANNA%20volunteering
http://urbantreeconnection.org
http://urbantreeconnection.org
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.myneighborhoodproject.org
http://www.myneighborhoodproject.org
http://www.hostsforhospitals.org
http://www.hostsforhospitals.org
http://arcphiladelphia.org/arc_philadelphia/
http://arcphiladelphia.org/arc_philadelphia/
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org

