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LECTIONARY

t’s been a year and a half since Rev. 
Mindy Huffstetler, our long-time 
associate pastor, left us to become 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Woodbridge, New Jersey. Mindy is 

doing a great job there and the congregation 
is thriving under her leadership, just as we 
all were confident would 
be the case. When I 
preached at that church 
on Labor Day weekend 
this year, many of its 
members expressed their 
happiness with her 
ministry there and their 
appreciation to us for the 
job we had done in 
preparing her for that 
opportunity. So 
congratulations to you all: 
a job well done!

When Mindy left us, 
we resisted the urge to immediately go out 
and try to find another associate pastor to 
replace her. Instead, we took a long hard look 
at what our congregation needed at this point 
in its life.  Slowly we came to the conclusion 
that rather than hiring one associate pastor, 
our needs would better be met by finding 
different people to do specific tasks. A year 
ago this month, we hired two ministers to 
take over responsibility for leading our early 
Sunday service (Celebration!) and for both 
membership development and 
congregational care. Those two ministers—
Megan LeCluyse and Drew Harrison—have 
both done an excellent job and we’re 
extremely fortunate to have found two such 
capable people. Congratulations to both of 
them on their first anniversary at First 
Church.

This past month we hired two more 
people, again for specific responsibilities. 
Annie LeCluyse, Megan’s sister, has taken 

over as the leader of our Young Adult 
ministry and has hit the ground running. 
Most recently, Patti Sassoli has become our 
Director of Communications. Of course, Patti 
has been coordinating our efforts in 
communication for several years.  Only after 
interviewing several other candidates for the 

new position did we 
realize that the best 
candidate by far was 
already here!  With Patti 
now on staff, we hope to 
greatly expand our efforts 
to communicate with the 
congregation and the 
community, particularly 
in the area of social 
media.

With the addition of Patti 
and Annie, we’re very 
close to putting together a 
church staff that can lead 

our congregation into the next chapter of its 
life here at the corner of 21st and Walnut. 
Although I had certainly hoped we could 
find such good people, I never dreamed that 
they would be this good. We are very, very 
fortunate to be the kind of church that 
attracts such extremely capable people, and I 
hope you will join me in giving thanks to 
God for such a blessing.

—Jesse Garner

I

OCTOBER 2
Lamentations 1:1-6 

Psalm 137 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10

OCTOBER 9
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19

OCTOBER 16
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8 

OCTOBER 23
Joel 2:23-32

Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

OCTOBER 30
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4

Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

Luke 19:1-10

A Blessing

“...we’re very 
close to putting 

together a church 
staff that can lead 
our congregation 

into the next 
chapter of its life...”

the Messenger
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October 2016 at a Glance

Saturday, October 1Saturday, October 1
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
10:00 am Session Meeting
Sunday, October 2Sunday, October 2
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Young Adult Brunch
Wednesday, October 5Wednesday, October 5
6:30 pm Young Adult Group - Dinner at CA
Thursday, October 6Thursday, October 6
6:30 pm Deacon’s Meeting
6:30 pm Trustee’s Meeting
Saturday, October 8Saturday, October 8
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
Sunday, October 9Sunday, October 9
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitfield Room)
9:50 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
Monday, October 10Monday, October 10
11:00 am Congregational Care Team

Tuesday, October 11Tuesday, October 11
6:00 pm Mission Study Team
6:30 pm Nominating Committee
Wednesday, October 12Wednesday, October 12
6:30 pm LGBT Study
7:30 pm Young Adult Group
Saturday, October 15Saturday, October 15
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
Sunday, October 16Sunday, October 16
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Choral Evensong

Monday, October 17Monday, October 17
10:00 am Reading Buddies

Wednesday, October 19Wednesday, October 19
9:30 am WiseRetirees (at First Church)
6:30 pm LGBT Study
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, October 20Thursday, October 20
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

Saturday, October 22Saturday, October 22
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
9:00 am Habitat Volunteer Day

Sunday, October 23Sunday, October 23
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitfield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, October 24Monday, October 24
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, October 25Tuesday, October 25
6:30 pm Nominating Committee

Wednesday, October 26Wednesday, October 26
6:30 pm LGBT Study
7:30 pm Young Adult Group
Thursday, October 27Thursday, October 27
5:00 pm Worship Committee
Saturday, October 29Saturday, October 29
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
6:30 pm CA 125th Anniversary Celebration
7:00 pm Concerts@First Silent Film for Halloween

The Hunchback of Notre Dame
Sunday, October 30Sunday, October 30
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
J.S. Bach’s Cantata 79

12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
Monday, October 31Monday, October 31
10:00 am Reading Buddies

You can make a difference... Volunteer!
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he headline in the September Messenger “First Church 
to seek Co-Pastor” was an attention getter. Change is 
about to happen here at First Church. Reverend Jesse 

Garner, our pastor of some 15 years, has announced his 
intended retirement, and in order to provide continuity for 
the many vibrant programs established under his 
leadership, our Session, supported by the Presbytery’s 
Commission on Ministry, is taking the rather non-traditional 
steps of establishing a co-pastor position and hiring an 
individual who will serve alongside Reverend Garner for a 
period of time and become our next Pastor and Head of 
Staff. And while this is a change from the norm, what have 
not changed are the structures that support issuing a call to a 
new pastor. 

First among these is the establishment of a Mission 
Study Committee. Session approved the formation of this 
committee at its August 30th meeting, and its members, 
Paula Scott, Jen Johnson, Craig Boddorff, Robert Romano, 
and Cynthia Decrucq, are pleased to announce that they met 

for the first time on September 13th and have the following 
to report: the Committee will, of course, be gathering the 
“count data,” i.e., number of church members, attendance at 
services, numbers of special programs etc. This count data 
along with financial statements and reports from various 
special programs and committees are but the frame of what 
we are as a church. 

In order to tell our story more clearly and vividly, the 
Committee will be conducting a congregation-wide 
assessment of our thoughts and perceptions regarding our 
experiences at First. This assessment will take the form of an 
on-line survey, which will be accessible during November. 
You will be hearing more about the survey and the work of 
the Mission Study Committee in the weeks to come, so 
watch for details in your email and your snail mail and 
listen for announcements during minutes for mission at both 
the 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. Sunday services. 

—Cynthia Decrucq

n Wednesday evenings in October, we will be hosting a 
special LGBT Bible Study featuring the book The Bible’s 

Yes to Same Sex Marriage by Mark Achtemeier. The class will 
be held on October 12, 19, and 26 and will be taught by both 
Rev. Jesse Garner and parish associate Rev. Barbara Chaapel.  

Two new Bible Studies will be starting this month in 
addition to our Sunday morning Lectionary Bible Study with 
Jesse Garner and our Saturday morning Men’s Bible Study 
with Drew Harrison. We are determining interest in a new 
Women’s Bible Study led by Rev. Jerry Foote. Please contact 

Jesse Garner (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) or Drew Harrison 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org) as soon as possible if you are 
interested.

The church is happy to announce a well-established 
Bible study led by Elder Delores Brisbon on Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM at the Old City Senior Apartments. This study dives 
deep into one book of the Bible for several weeks. Please 
contact Delores (deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net) for more 
information.

—Jeff Halili

O
October Christian Education Events

T
Mission Study Team Established: Watch for Assessment Survey

elflessness is rare. Webster’s 
dictionary defines selflessness as 

having or showing great concern for 
other people and little or no concern for 
yourself.  

Eleven months ago Lauren 
Hammond and her colleague Chelsea 
Dressler heard the call for help.  Many 
thousands of Iraqi and Syrian citizens 
have been uprooted from their homes, 
moved to over-crowded refugee camps 
and finally settled into the city of Zarqa, 
near the Syrian frontier in northern 
Jordan. Lauren and Chelsea left the 
comforts of the United States for Zarqa. 
First they stopped in Cyprus for 
training, and then on to Jordan as the 

Holy Spirit demanded. Once in Zarqa 
their group worked tirelessly. “Our #1 
goal was simply to love them the way 
Jesus does—and be extra hands and 
feet to help with the work already 
taking place.”

Lauren Hammond is the niece of 
Beverly Cowart, a member of Session 
and the chair of the Missions 
Committee. Come hear Lauren’s 
remarkable message of hope and 
reconciliation at a special Christian 
Education session on Sunday 
November 6th at 9:30 AM in the 
MacColl Room.

—Bruce Rapsher
Lauren Hammond (left) and Chelsea Dressler

S
Answering the Call in Zarqa

mailto:deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net
mailto:deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net
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ll Saints Day, Tuesday November 1st, will be 
celebrated at our church on Sunday November 6th. 

On this special day we celebrate the communion of saints 
and remember all those who have gone before us in the 
community of faith. In particular we remember those of our 
family and friends who have died in the past year, giving 
thanks for the ways they have strengthened our own faith.

As has been our tradition, the names of friends and 
family who have died in the past year will be read aloud 
during the service as we honor them and offer thanksgiving 
to God for their lives. Names may be submitted to the 
Church office, preferably by November 1st.  

This year, we would also like to acknowledge and 
remember those dearly departed who have passed on in 

prior years. As we are not able to read all names, we invite 
the congregation to bring in framed photographs of 
deceased friends and family members to be placed on tables 
at either of our Sunday morning services.  We ask that these 
be limited to one or two per person to allow all who wish an 
opportunity to include their loved ones in this special 
service. We also ask that they be brought in before the 
official start of the worship service so as not to distract from 
the service itself. Ushers will be on hand to assist.  

We know that on All Saints Day those who have passed 
are brought to the forefront of our hearts. We hope this 
serves as an additional opportunity to bear witness to their 
lives before God and His people.

—Jen Johnson for the Worship Committee

irst Church offers Group Spiritual Direction in Sunday 
morning sessions led by our parish associate Barbara 

Chaapel. Spiritual direction, an 
ancient practice of the church, is 
the process of Christians 
accompanying one another on 
our faith journeys. In the midst 
of our fast-paced world, we 
often find it difficult to be aware 
of God’s presence and action in 
our daily lives and in everyday 
events, and to recognize where 
God might be leading us.

In group spiritual direction, 
Barbara provides ways to reflect 
on our lives, using prayer, scripture, readings from spiritual 
leaders, poetry, music, and silence. Gradually, as we share 
and contemplate together, and deeply listen to one another, 

we begin to recognize God’s voice and powerful presence in 
ourselves and in each other. We learn to notice the work of 

God’s Spirit in our lives. We also 
receive the gift of knowing one 
another better, and of sharing our 
life of faith more personally.

Group spiritual direction will be 
offered again this fall in the 
Whitfield Room on the lower level 
of the church. The group meets 
approximately every-other Sunday. 
The dates through the end of the 
year are October 9, October 23, 
November 6, November 20, 
December 4, and December 18. All 

are welcome. For more information, contact Barbara at 
barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org.

—Barbara Chaapel

Seek the Lord and his 
strength;

seek his presence continually.
Psalm 105:4

Discerning God’s Presence in Life: Group Spiritual Direction

For All the Saints

he role of the Nominating Committee is to identify the 
gifts of the members of the church and to place 

members in positions to use those gifts for the general 
benefit of the body of Christ.

The Committee is currently soliciting recommendations 
from the congregation for candidates for the offices of 
Ruling Elder (Session), Deacon and Trustee. This month, the 
committee members will be considering recommendations 
and contacting members who they feel can contribute to our 

life at First Church through board membership. Please 
consider these invitations prayerfully.

Serving on the Nominating Committee are Jim Wilson 
and Suellen Smith (Co-Chairs and Session representatives), 
Dave Huting (Deacon representative), Rebekah Horowitz 
(Trustee representative), and members at large: Joan Mount, 
Diane Rogers, Michael Smith, Jim Schreyer, and Stella Tsai.

—Suellen Smith

Nominating Committee

T

A

F

mailto:barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org
mailto:barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org
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n October 16 at 4pm, First 
Church will offer a service of 
Choral Evensong. This service 

will recognize Andrew Senn’s 10th 
anniversary as Director of Music.

The ancient monastic offices (or 
prayer services) were held everyday, 
throughout the day, at roughly three-
hour intervals, mainly as a way to 
recite the entire(!) book of psalms in 24 
hours. Evensong was created when 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer combin-
ed the offices of Vespers and Compline 
(the last two offices of the day) in the 
early days of the Church of England.

Though Evensong comes from the 
Anglican church, it is important to 
remember that the Anglican church 
itself came to be as a result of the 
Protestant Reformation. It is also 
important to note that the language of 
Evensong remains largely unchanged 
since the first Book of Common Prayer 
in 1549, linking us with everyone who 
has said this service for over 460 years. 
Most of the service is led by the Choir, 
offering prayers and praises on behalf 
of the congregation. The congregation 
is invited to join in the confession, 
prayers, and hymns.

In a world where we find ourselves 
increasingly more busy, Evensong on 
Sunday afternoons has become a 
popular service, especially in churches 
with great music programs, where 
people can pause and reflect in psalms, 
canticles, and beautiful music, as a way 
of preparing for the busy week ahead.

Please join us for this moving 
service, led by the Chancel Choir, to 
celebrate together the wonderful music 
of this great congregation.

—Andrew Senn

O
How Time Flies...!

Music at First
Join us for

Choral Evensong

Sunday, October 16 at 4:00 PM

Celebrating the ten-year anniversary of 
Andrew Senn as Director of Music

MUSIC BY HOWELLS, SENN, ARCHER, 
BRUCKNER AND HARRIS

Following the Choral Evensong at 5 pm

Fall Chili Feast
$25/person ($40/couple)

Kick-off fundraiser event for the Chancel Choir's trip to Truro 
Cathedral in England next August!
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First Church Families
On a warm, beautiful Saturday, First Church’s Families with young children 

had a field trip to the zoo! We had a blast looking at all of the animals, trying out 
animal sounds, and even we even met a brand new baby gorilla! We had close 
encounters with mountain lions, loved watching the otters, and even stopped for a 
brew at the Zoo’s new watering hole! All in all, a wonderful adventure for our 
youngest members and their parents too! 

—Drew Harrison

Kudos to Carolyn Crego
Carolyn Crego, a regular attender 

and member of our Young Adult 
Group, was named the September 
2016 Chapter Leader of the Month by 
the American Institute of Architecture 
Students. Each month, the AIAS 
highlights the outstanding dedication 
and accomplishments of one of its 
members. 
Carolyn is a 
fourth year 
student at 
Drexel 
University, 
partaking in 
their 2+4 
Architecture 
Program. 
Carolyn is 
the 
university’s AIAS Chapter President 
for the 2016–2017 school year. 
Currently she is working for Group G, 
a small architectural firm. She attends 
night classes as required by Drexel’s 
unique program, as well as electives in 
other theoretical classes.

Young Adult Group
The young adults had a great summer exploring 

Philadelphia, going to area beer gardens, parks, on hikes and 
to each other’s homes. We are excited to see new, and 
returning, faces as school gets back in session and invite all 
young adults to join us this fall! 

We have now returned to our weekly Wednesday night 
programming and recently began discussing faith with the 
help of Animate: Faith. “Animate: Faith is built on solid 
theology and allows adults the opportunity to strengthen faith 
through spirited discussion, wondering, and journaling.” 

We will be taking a break from our regular Wednesday 
night at First Presbyterian Church on October 5 to step out in 
the community and have dinner with University of 
Pennsylvania students at the Christian Association. Our goal 
is to grow closer together as a young adult group, fostering 
friendships, building trust, and creating a community of 
support and love for one another. For more information, 
contact: youngadults@fpcphila.org.

—Annie LeCluyse

mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
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For the past several years, Deacon Gudrun 
von Auenmueller has devoted her time to 
schedule the weekly flowers which decorate our 
sanctuary each Sunday. Her duties included 
contacting those who have donated in the past 
and making sure the appropriate dedications are 
inserted in the bulletin. Gudrun’s term as a 
deacon has come to an end, and one of our new 
deacons, Anita McLarin, will assume these 
duties beginning in November. Until that time, 
Linda Deis will handle the work.

The weekly cost for the flowers is $75. If you 
are interested in making a dedication, please 
contact Linda at Deismeister@verizon.net or 
215-579-9091. Anita’s email is 
anitamclarin@gmail.com.

Thank you, Gudrun, for your endless hours 
of dedication as a deacon.

—Linda Deis

Chancel Flowers
A Message of Thanks to All 

Chancel Flower Donors
During my two terms as a member of the Board of 

Deacons I had the pleasure of taking care of the chancel 
flowers. Now the responsibility has been passed on to Anita 
McLaren. My job was made easy by you, the faithful donors. 
Your willingness to sign up—some of you a year in advance 
and some even more than once a year—your cooperation and 
understanding, when changes in the schedule became 
necessary, were so helpful and very much appreciated.

The chancel flowers are not only pleasing to the eye and 
help to focus the mind, but are also an expression of God’s 
glory and a service to all who worship together in our 
sanctuary.

I am grateful for all who contributed and are willing to do 
so again.

With my sincere thanks,

Gudrun von Auenmueller

The Hunchback Returns!
After a year’s hiatus, our Halloween silent film will 

make a triumphant return! Charging down from his belfry 
at Notre Dame, the Hunchback will save his darling Es-
merelda! Join us on Saturday, October 29th at 7 PM, in the 
sanctuary. The famous silent movie from 1921, starring Lon 
Cheney, will be shown on an enormous screen, while An-
drew Senn weaves magic at the organ, improvising a spon-
taneous spooky musical soundtrack! Feel free to deck your-
selves out in your favorite costume, and bring your friends!

mailto:Deismeister@verizon.net
mailto:Deismeister@verizon.net
mailto:anitamclarin@gmail.com
mailto:anitamclarin@gmail.com
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THE MESSENGER

Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Design Director

Please submit all information for the 
November issue of The Messenger to 

communications@fpcphila.org by 
Monday, October 24th.

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Jesse B. Garner, Minister

Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader
Rev. Drew Harrison, Membership and 

Congregational Care Director
The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate

The Rev. Kenneth Ross, Parish Associate
The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist

Ms. Gwendolyn Scott, Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader

DEACONS! Class of 2017
Robert Cole, Elena Colon,

Marc Lloyd, Cynthia Olds-Greeley
Class of 2018

Fred Barfoot, Miles Davis, Frances Kraemer,
Cathy Lever, Jean Witmer

Class of 2019
Linda Deis, Edna Dick, Dave Huting,

Anita McLarin, Evelyn Schwartz

COMMITTEES OF SESSION 

 BUDGET & STEWARDSHIP • Dave Huting, Chair
 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION • Jeffrey Halili, Chair

 MEMBERSHIP & EVANGELISM • Larry Slagle, Chair
 MISSIONS • Beverly Cowart, Chair

 PERSONNEL • Allan Schimmel, Chair
 WORSHIP • Jen Johnson, Chair

The First 
Presbyterian Church
IN THE CITY OF  PHILADELPHIA

201 South 21st Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103
 215-567-0532 fax: 215-567-7697 • fpcphila.org

ELDERS! Class of 2017
Christina Carl, Jeff Halili, Larry Slagle, 

Suellen Smith, Jim Wilson
Class of 2018

Jen Johnson, Rebecca Melley,
Allan Schimmel, George Schneider

Class of 2019
Beverly Cowart, Roselyn Hsueh, 

Philip McMunigal, Emily Roan, Patricia Sassoli

TRUSTEES ! Class of 2017
Rebekah Horowitz, Tom Lever, Robert Linck, 

Cade Massey, Jon Rogers
Class of 2018

Joann Bailey, Jeannie Boehner, Gary 
Christensen, Leila Vaughan, John Witmer

Class of 2019
Craig Boddorff, Andrea Bowman, Mike Carl, 

Jennifer Gay, Robert Romano

CHURCH OFFICERS

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare or 
deliver meals for people with HIV, diabetes, 
undergoing chemotherapy, or other 
conditions requiring quality nutrition. Contact 
Jen Stackhouse, Volunteer Manager at 
215-496-2662 ext 138 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

READING BUDDIES volunteers are needed to 
help children learn to read, and make a 
friend. Volunteers are needed at First Church 
and other locations throughout the city. 
Contact Pat Quigg at 
readingbuddies@aol.com.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S WEST 
PHILADELPHIA REPAIR INITIATIVE (WPRI) is 
an urban ministry that assists homeowners 
in West Philadelphia with repairs to their 
homes. The organization needs volunteers. 
Work can involve painting, installing 
sheetrock, windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. 
Volunteers do not need any experience. If 
you have interest in being a volunteer, please 
contact the Missions Committee at 
missions@fpcphila.org.

WINTERSHELTER volunteers are needed to 
serve meals each Monday evening during the 
cold weather months at Trinity Memorial 
Church, 22nd & Spruce Streets. Contact 
Suellen Smith (suellen.smith@fpcphila.org).

URBAN TREE CONNECTION (UTC) is a 
nonprofit organization that engages children 
and adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 
disadvantaged neighborhoods in community-
based, urban-greening projects. Visit 
urbantreeconnection.org or contact Bruce 
Rapsher at utc@fpcphila.com.

PENN’S VILLAGE, an aging-in-place program 
for Central Philadelphia seniors, needs 
volunteers for driving, friendly visiting, light 
household tasks, administrative and 
technical assistance, and committee work. 
Call 215-925–7333, email 
info@pennsvillage.org or visit 
www.pennsvillage.org.

THE UNIVERSITY CITY HOSPITALITY 
COALITION (UCHC) provides hot meals to 
anyone in need on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and, during the academic 
year, Sundays, at sites in the University City 
area. Volunteers to serve meals are needed 
during the summer and academic breaks, 
when students are not available. In addition, 
First Church sponsors quarterly casserole 
“blitzes,” in which we prepare 30–40 
casseroles to be served at UCHC meals. 
These typically occur on the first Saturday of 
February, May, August and November, but 
check the bulletin for announcements. 
Contact Beverly Cowart 
(missions@fpcphila.com).

Volunteer Opportunities

Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

Parish Choir 
Anyone interested in singing with 
the volunteer Parish Choir, should 

contact Andrew Senn, Organist and 
Director of Music. Rehearsals take 

place on the day of the service, 
before worship. The Parish Choir 
will be singing on the following 

dates in 2016-17:
October 16

November 20
Dec 24 (4pm)
February 12

April 2
May 7

June 11 (combined choirs)

mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
http://www.mannapa.org
http://www.mannapa.org
mailto:volunteers@mannapa.org?subject=MANNA%20volunteering
mailto:volunteers@mannapa.org?subject=MANNA%20volunteering
mailto:readingbuddies@aol.com?subject=Reading%20Buddies
mailto:readingbuddies@aol.com?subject=Reading%20Buddies
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
http://www.habitatphiladelphia.org/west-philadelphia-repair-initiative
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