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theMessenger

NOVEMBER 4
Psalm 119:1-8

Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Hebrews 9:11-14

Mark 12:28-34

NOVEMBER 11
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17

Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28

Mark 12:38-44

NOVEMBER 18
1 Samuel 2:1-10

Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:1-25

Mark 13:1-18

NOVEMBER 25
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12

Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

ave you ever noticed the 
picture on the wall outside 
the church office?  It looks 

like a diagram of the sanctuary. And on 
each of the pews are three numbers: the 
cost to buy the pew, the number of seats 
it held, and the cost simply to rent the 
pew.  

And if you look to the left, you’ll see 
another item, a facsimile of a letter 
written by then Vice-President John 
Adams to the leadership of our 
congregation, thanking them for the offer 
of pews for the members of the 
government to occupy for worship.

In the nineteenth century, a common 
way of funding the operations of a 
congregation was through “pew rental.” 
Pew rental is exactly what it sounds like: 
you paid a fee for a seat, and it was 
yours. It was yours whether you needed 
it all or not. It was yours whether you 
were there or not.

We don’t use pew rentals to fund the 
church anymore. The means by which 
the church has sought support through 
the years has changed repeatedly. Now 
we rely on “pledges” to predict the 
church’s budget. Over half of our budget 
comes in the form of pledged giving. 
Pledging helps the church to predict its 
income so that we don’t go in the red, or 
shortchange our mission out of fear of 
scarcity. When you pledge, you equip 
your officers to make a reliable 
prediction of income so that we honor 
the work that God is calling us to do 
together, as a church family.  

But I wonder, do you often think of 
what pledging does for you, personally 
and spiritually?  

In some research I did some years 
ago, I found that people give for a 
multiplicity of reasons, but it was almost 
always deeply personal, and it was 
always based on trust. I deeply believe 
that First Church is worthy of trust as 
you consider where to give.  

But I also learned another thing: 
those who made a 
regular practice of 
giving — even if 
they gave the bulk 
of their annual gift 
by stock transfer, or 
monthly electronic 
funds transfer — 
those who made a 
discipline of 
having a 
conversation with 
themselves or 
their spouse or 
partner, and then 
followed up with 
the simple act of 
filling out the pledge card, and putting 
something, even if it was just a dollar 
bill, in the offering plate each week — 
they all had one thing in common.

They saw spiritual meaning in their 
giving, where others saw only the 
necessity of paying the bills. Those who 
exercised deliberateness in their giving 
were 80% more likely to find spiritual 

meaning in it. That is a statistic that is 
too obvious to ignore.

As your pastor, I care deeply about 
the physical well-being of this structure 
and the ministries that we do within it. 
Our presence at the corner of Walnut and 
21st Street makes a statement about who 
we are and what we do. But far more 
deeply than that, I am entrusted with the 
care of the spiritual health of this 
congregation. Will you join me in making 
a deliberate decision about your giving 

for 2019?  Whether you give online or 
you write a check and place it in the 
offering plate each week, please fill out 
your pledge card and bring it to worship 
on November 11th, or send it to the 
church office, or pledge online.  

I believe that the process will bless 
us all.

—Baron Mullis

H
Growing in Gratitude is Growing Spiritually
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November 2018 at a Glance

This column was inspired by our experience in the 
Visionary Women series, sponsored by the Interfaith Center of 
Greater Philadelphia earlier in the year. Each month from 
January to June, we met with women from six different faith 
traditions, and we wanted to share some of that experience by 
identifying holy days of other religious groups through the 
year.

The Hindu festival of Navarati was featured in the October 
newsletter. Our focus this month is again on the Hindu religion, 
with Diwali, on November 7th." Known as the Festival of Lights, 
Diwali symbolizes the human urge to move toward the light. 
The festival gets its name from the row (avali) of clay 
lamps (deepa) that Indians light outside their homes to 
symbolize the inner light that protects from spiritual darkness.
There are gift exchanges, fireworks, and festive meals.

Diwali is one of the most celebrated festivals for Indian 
Hindus in the United States. The 2010 census reported that 
three million Hindus reside in the US. Within school districts 
having a sizable number of Hindu students, the Indian Hindu 
community has advocated the addition of Diwali to district 
holiday lists. In preparing for this article, it was interesting to 
learn that some school districts in northern and central New 
Jersey, as well in New York, will be closed for the holiday.

The Sikh religion, which also originated in India but much 
later than Hinduism, also celebrates Diwali. There is a vibrant 
Sikh community in the Philadelphia area, and we will be 
featuring this tradition in a future column.

—Carol Cook & Diane Rogers

Connecting with Other Faiths

Thursday, November 1Thursday, November 1
6:45 pm Deacons Meeting

Sunday, November 4 - All Saints SundaySunday, November 4 - All Saints Sunday
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)
10:00 am Q&A about FAMP & PILP (MacColl Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Missions Fair

(during Fellowship in Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Twenties & Thirties (T&T, formerly Young Adult)  

“First Sunday” Brunch (Irish Pub)
Monday, November 5Monday, November 5
11:00 am Congregational Care Team

Tuesday, November 6Tuesday, November 6
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, November 7Wednesday, November 7
7:30 pm T&T Group
Thursday, November 8Thursday, November 8
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

Saturday, November 10Saturday, November 10
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, November 11Sunday, November 11
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School (Old Buttonwood 

Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)

Stewardship Sunday
12:15 pm Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm Concerts@ First - Missa Solemnis in C

Tuesday, November 13Tuesday, November 13
10:00 am Columbarium Committee
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, November 14Wednesday, November 14
10:00 am Worship Committee
7:30 pm T&T Group

Thursday, November 15Thursday, November 15
6:30 pm Session

Friday, November 16Friday, November 16
6:00 pm Women of Wit & Wisdom

Intergenerational Potluck Dinner

Saturday, November 17Saturday, November 17
8:30 am UCHC Casserole Blitz (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Sunday, November 18Sunday, November 18
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Tuesday, November 20Tuesday, November 20
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Community Thanksgiving Service
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, November 21Wednesday, November 21
7:30 pm T&T Group

Sunday, November 25Sunday, November 25
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, November 26Monday, November 26
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, November 27Tuesday, November 27
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, November 28Wednesday, November 28
7:30 pm T&T Group

Tuesday, November 20
9:30 am
7:00 pm
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The Rev. Dr. Baron A. 
Mullis was installed as the 17th

pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia in a 
joyful service at 11:00 AM on 
Sunday, October 14th. Earlier 
that morning at the 
Celebration! service, Baron’s 
installation was recognized 
with the laying on of hands. 
The Rev. Paul Roberts, Sr., 
preached, and Rev Jesse 

Garner delivered the Charge 
to the Congregation.

        Many guests were 
present for the Installation 
service; members of Baron’s 
Installation Commission, 
comprised of ministers and 
elders of the  Presbytery of 
Philadelphia participated in 
the service, and family and 
friends of Baron were in 
attendance. Guests of the 

Commission were the Rev. Paul Roberts, Sr., President of 
Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary in Atlanta, and the Rev. 
Drew Stockstill, from Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Harrisburg. Rev. Roberts preached a soul-stirring sermon and 
Rev. 
Stockstill 
delivered a 
warm and 
meaningful 
Charge to 
the Minister. 
Rev. Jesse 
Garner 
charged the 

congregation with three things that will contribute to a long 
and fruitful relationship with our new pastor: to pray for Baron 
every time we enter the sanctuary for worship, to read the 
scriptures that are assigned each week for worship, and to let 
Baron lead us as we enter into a new era in our church’s history. 

Baron delivered the benediction, in which he said, “The 
minute we say that we are a church, we have articulated a complete 
mission statement. We know who we are, we know what we need to 
do; the only thing that is left is to figure out how to do it. To worship 
God, to provide for the nurture of the children of God of every age, to 

feed the hungry, to 
comfort the 
afflicted, to share 
the grace, mercy, 
love, and justice of 
Jesus Christ—that 
is what it is to be 
church. And if we 
will do these things, 
I firmly believe it 
will give us plenty 
to do for the next 
three hundred and 
twenty years.”

—Patti Sassoli

The laying on of hands at the 
Celebration! service.

The Installation Commission and other clergy before the service.

The Rev. Paul Timothy Roberts, Sr.

The laying on of hands at the Installation Service.

The Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis Installed at First Church

The Moving First Forward Pledge Card
There are several ways to pledge:

• Fill out the enclosed pledge card and bring it to church on 
Stewardship Sunday, November 11.

• Mail the pledge card to the church using the return envelope.
• Pledge online at www.fpcphila.org/annual-giving/.
• Print a copy of the pledge card from the website and submit to the 

church office.

I/we want to be a part of Moving First Forward in 2019.

! $ per week ! $ one-time gift ! I/we pledged 
online.

! $ per month

! I/we pledged 
online.

! $ per month
! I/we give 

electronically.! $ per year
! I/we give 

electronically.

Signature:

Print Name:
Return during worship on Stewardship Sunday, November 11, 2018, or to the church office at your 

earliest convenience.  You can also pledge via our website (www.fpcphila.org/annual-giving/).

I/we pledged for 2019:

$ per week
$ per month
$ per year
$ one-time gift

Your pledge may be revised at any 
time by calling the financial office.

First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia

Moving First Forward
Growing in Gratitude

Moving First Forward

Keep this part for your records: 

Last Call for Casseroles!
Our final casserole blitz of the year will be held 

between 8:30 and 10:30 AM on Saturday, November 17 in 
the church kitchen (ring the buzzer and enter through the 
21st St. door).  As always, these casseroles will be used to 
feed those in need through the University City Hospitality 
Coalition. We have a lot of fun, enjoying coffee, doughnuts 
and fellowship—and leave knowing we’ve accomplished 
something good for our community. If interested, please 
contact Beverly Cowart at missions@fpcphila.org or 
215-382-4315.

http://www.fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/
http://www.fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
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        There are simply not 
words enough to thank 
each and every one of you 
for all you’ve done for me 
over the course of the past 
seventeen years. It’s been a 
wonderful experience, and 
I deeply appreciate your 
support of my efforts as 
your pastor. There have 

been plenty of challenges, beginning with the terrible events of 
9/11 in the first weeks I was here. A few years later we were hit 
with the painful financial recession in 2008. Even more 

challenging have been the changes in our society over the past 
generation or two and their effect on the church. I’m not sure 
anyone really knows how to be a church in this day and age. 
And of course, the struggle to maintain our building in the face 
of rapidly rising costs is a never-ending challenge. But through 
it all, I think it is fair to say that First Church has flourished and 
will—I’m sure—continue to flourish under Baron’s leadership.  
Thank you for all your support!

Thank you, too, for the tremendous send-off you gave me 
on my last Sunday with you. Both worship services that 
morning and the reception that afternoon were memorable 
affairs.  You should see the big flower pot the children at the 
Celebration! service presented me. It’s covered with their 
handprints and it’s beautiful! The music at the 11 AM service 
was even more spectacular than usual, and the chance to 

baptize one final child was the icing on the cake. The party that 
afternoon was wonderful, and I’m sorry if I didn’t get around to 
speaking with you if you were there. There were just so many of 
you! And more music!  So many thanks to Andrew, Owen and 
Musa for their rendition of one of my favorite pieces from 
Handel’s oratorio Israel in Egypt. The day was just perfect. 
Thank you all for 
being a part of it!

Last of all, 
thank you for your 
wonderful parting 
gift of a first edition 
of William 
Faulkner’s A Fable 
signed by the master 
himself. Though not 
one of Faulkner’s more famous novels (yet), it is a deeply 
religious meditation on Jesus and his resurrection told through 
a story set in the First World War. If you’ve never read it, I 
highly recommend it. I’ve never owned a signed first edition, 
and it will be among my most treasured possessions. And every 
time I look at it, I’ll think of First Church and all of you. Thank 
you all!

—Jesse Garner

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

The Rev. Jesse Garner and Allen Garner with their daughters Lela (left) 
and Allen.

Congregational Meeting - November 11
The Session has called for a meeting of the congregation 

on November 11th, immediately following the 11:00 AM 
worship service, for the purpose of acting on 
recommendations about future capital improvements to the 
building and financing recommendations. We must also 
vote as a congregation to officially dissolve the pastoral 
relationship between Rev. Jesse Garner and First Church. 
Please plan to attend.

Facilites Assessment Maintenance Plan (FAMP)
On Sunday, October 28th, we held a congregational meeting 

to discuss the implementation of the Facilities Assessment and 
Maintenance Program (FAMP) and financing 
recommendations. The information that was distributed at the 
10/28 meeting, including a series of Questions & Answers, can 
be found on our website (www.fpcphila.org/famp).

On Sunday, November 4th, members of the Session will be 
available at 10:00 AM to answer your questions about 
implementation and financing. Action will taken at the 
congregational meeting scheduled for November 11.

http://www.fpcphila.org/famp
http://www.fpcphila.org/famp
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NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS

First Church has a new Sunday 
School Class for children (and their 
families, too)! Every Sunday in the 
Cochran Room, we gather together at 
10:00 AM to learn and to practice our 
faith together. This year, we are focusing 
on the essential toolkit of the faithful life: 
ways of praying, singing our faith, 
learning God’s Story, and responding 
faithfully to God’s call. We are incredibly 
grateful to the members and officers of 
our church who have faithfully 
answered the call to teach their faith to 
those who come after us. They help us to 
enact the great ends of the church as 
they proclaim the gospel through the 
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship 
of the children of God.

As we move forward into the 
holiday season, our Sunday School is 
focusing on how stewardship is meant to 
be a way of living, not just a financial 
practice. We will be exploring God’s 
commandment to care for all of creation, 
as well as the biblical reminder that as 

we have been blessed with gifts, so we 
are called to be a gift to the world. 
Finally, we will be learning how we can 
practice faithful stewardship in the home 
together.

Please pray for our class as we 
continue to grow into our own. And 
pray for those who have answered the 
call to teach, that they might be faithful 
to Christ and embody the compassion of 
God’s Spirit in their work with our 
youngest members.

—Rev. Sarah Weisiger, 
Membership Development 
& Family Faith Formation

Concerts@First

presents

Digging Up Old Bones
A Fortieth Birthday Celebration for Andrew Senn

Missa Solemnis in C
for Choir, Orchestra and Soloists

Joseph Senn (1810-1882)

The Choir and Orchestra of First Church

Sunday, November 11th at 7pm

Admission is $10 in advance/$15 at the door
Please leave checks (made Payable to First Presbyterian Church) in the church office; 

please include “concert” in the memo line.  For information, please contact the church 
office (office@fpcphila.org or 215-567-0532).

PENN’S VILLAGE FEATURES ED SLOTT ON GETTING THE MOST 
OUT OF YOUR RETIREMENT SAVINGS – NOVEMBER 15

Come listen to Ed Slott in person in a program sponsored by Penn’s 
Village on November 15 at 2:00 PM at Trinity Memorial Church, 2212 
Spruce Street.

Named “The Best” source for IRA advice by The Wall Street Journal, Ed 
is a nationally recognized professional speaker and has starred in 
several nationally aired public television specials including his most 
recent, “Retire Safe & Secure! With Ed Slott” as seen on WHYY.

Reserve your spot today by contacting info@pennsvillage.org or 215.925-7333. 
Penn’s Village programs are free to members and there is a $5 charge for guests.

For more information on Penn’s Village
www.pennsvillage.org

Bartram’s Garden and Farm
Join Camp Sojourner for a volunteer day on Saturday November 10, where we will 

help put the farm to bed for the winter. You will also get the opportunity to get to 
know some of the girls FPCP helps to send to Camp 
Sojourner: Girls Leadership Camp. Details are as follows:

9:30 am Meet at Bartram’s Garden, 5400 
Lindbergh Ave, at the entrance to 
parking lot. Name game and overview 
of why we are at the farm 

10:00 am–Noon Help with the farm

Noon–1:30 pm  Lunch and food justice conversation

If interested, please contact the Missions Committee (missions@fpcphila.org).

mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
https://girlsleadershipcamp.org/
https://girlsleadershipcamp.org/
https://girlsleadershipcamp.org/
https://girlsleadershipcamp.org/
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
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The Young Adults have an exciting 
announcement in moving the group 
forward. The group has chosen to 
rename themselves Twenties & Thirties 
or “T&T.” T&T has had a great start to 
the fall season! We visited Linvilla 
Orchards at the end of October for some 
apple picking, a hayride and fun. 

Wednesday night programming has 
continued in discussing our faith with 
the help of Feasting on the Word and book 
discussion. We had a great time last 
week on Wednesday night discussing 
moving the group forward and pumpkin 
carving (see picture). 

T&T will spend November 
continuing discussion, preparing for the 
Advent Season, have a “Friendsgiving,” 
and join with other church members to 
further our fellowship. Our goal is to 
grow closer together as a group, 
fostering friendships, building trust, and 
creating a community of support and 
love for one another. We are excited to 
see new, and returning, faces and invite 
all Twenties & Thirties to join us! For 
more information, contact: 
youngadults@fpcphila.org.

The beloved contrarian Wendell 
Berry has often described the life of 
agrarianism as a hereditary condition, 
and I suppose I don’t disagree. I am only 
a generation removed from 
hard-scrabble farmers who lived off of 
their acreages in the Carolinas and in 
Arkansas, and I have often approached 
the world with the eye of one who is 
attuned to the cycle of nature and the 
ecological environment of my 
environment. So perhaps it will not be 
surprising to you that, 
like the many ancient 
agrarians who called on 
the God of Abraham, 
Jacob, and Isaac, I have 
often pictured the life of 
faith as a tree.

There are many 
scriptural references to 
the people of Israel and 
the church of Jesus Christ 
as being trees planted by 
streams of water or perennial vines 
planted in the orchard of the Lord, 
sustained by the natural gifts of God. 
When we think of faith this way, perhaps 
it is easier to see how dependent we are 
on the gifts of God for life and for 
thriving. And perhaps it is also easier for 
us to acknowledge that one of our core 
purposes is to bear fruit that sustains the 
world around us. The very earth that 
nurtures our roots is built up from the 
gifts of those who have come and gone 

before us—we cannot exist without the 
communion of saints, and the future of 
the church will not be there without our 
own equal measure of open-handedness 
with what we have received.

Both in Celebration Service and in 
our boisterous Sunday School class, we 
are working to acknowledge this cycle by 
thinking of stewardship as a tree. On 
October 28th, we reflected on the gift of 
God’s earth, and we “dressed” our tree 
with leaves that noted our prayers for 

the church and the things 
we are most grateful for 
in our lives. In coming 
weeks, we will reflect on 
the sustaining 
nourishment that the 
saints offer us, as well as 
our call to bear fruit.
We want to invite all 
members of the church to 
consider these questions 
with us. Our tree will 

“grow” this November in Old 
Buttonwood Hall, and we hope you will 
consider adding your own leaves to fill 
its branches. Together, we can embody 
our identity as those rooted and 
grounded in love, sent out by Christ 
through the open door of the church to 
bear fruit in the world that God has 
made.

—Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Director of Membership Development and 

Family Faith Formation

Growing in Gratitude with our Youngest Members Young Adult News

The Women of Wit and Wisdom are hosting a fun family 
dinner for women on Friday, November 16 at 6:00 PM in Old 
Buttonwood Hall. We invite you to come on your own and get 
better acquainted with your First Presbyterian family, or 
bring a family member (mother, daughter, niece, sister, 
etc.), someone from our church community, or a friend.

Lively music will be provided by the Vance Camisa 
Jazz Trio as we mix and mingle and share family stories 
with each other. After our meal, the Reverend Margaret 
Somerville will share highlights from the 2018 Parliament of 
World Religions where she will be a presenter. She will reflect 
on interfaith relations and there will be opportunity for 
questions. For those of you who do not know Margaret, not 
only is she a “cradle Presbyterian,” she’s a cradle First 
Presbyterian!

Please bring a photo or two of a family member or 
members to share with others so we can enjoy hearing about 
each other’s background. You may bring a picture of a woman 

outside of your family who has inspired you, if 
you prefer. We are also asking that each of you 
(or you and your guest together) bring 
something to share for the meal. The main 
course and beverages will be provided, and 
we’re asking you to provide appetizers, salads, 

and desserts. More details will follow so watch your emails and 
letter boxes!

Join us for this autumn potluck social, and go into the 
holiday season inspired and invigorated! For information email 
womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org.

—Diane Rogers & Ruth Camisa

Women’s Intergenerational Autumn Dinner

mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
http://www.fpcphila.org
http://www.fpcphila.org
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Member News
Baptisms
STEPHEN KRYSTEK, a new member, was baptized on September 
23 by Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis.

AUDREY RENEE RUTH MURKEN, daughter of Doug and Fanny 
Murken and baby sister of Henri, was baptized by Rev. Jesse 
Garner on October 21.

Deaths
BRENDA WRIGHT THOMAS, mother of member Fraz Thomas 
died on September 26 after a long illness. Please keep Fraz and 
the Thomas family in your prayers.

Weddings
PHILIP AMOA and NATALIE BRYANT 
were married on September 29 in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, Natalie’s 
hometown. The ceremony was held at 
First Presbyterian Church of St. 
Petersburg and guests were welcomed 
for a reception at the Vinoy 
Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort & 
Golf Club.

REBECCA YEP and LUKE SINDALL were 
married at First Presbyterian Church 
on October 9th. Becky and Luke were 
honored by the presence and prayers 
of the Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, and the 
Rev. Drew Harrison as co-officiants in 
their services, as well as the Rev. Jesse 
Garner and many other joyful 
witnesses.

VIRGINIA MCMUNIGAL & PATRICK 
KELLEY were married on Saturday, 
October 13. Virginia is the daughter of 
Phil & Laura McMunigal and is a 
child of First Church.

FRAZ THOMAS & TED KREIDER were 
married on Saturday, October 27. Fraz 
has attended First since his student days at University of 
Pennsylvania Law School.

New Members
IVALINDA BAIRD came here from Dallas 
Texas. She was an educator and evaluator 
for Dallas public schools. IvaLinda grew 
up attending the church at which her 
father was the organist and has fond 

memories of the way her faith community shaped her into 
adulthood. You can regularly find her at First Church with her 

lovely grandchildren, Evey and Max.

WILL BUTLER grew up in Pittsburgh, as 
well as Pierre, South Dakota. He first 
became involved with the church by 
singing in the choir, and joined at age 17. 
Since then he’s had the privilege and joy of 
serving on committees, being a Youth 
Advisory Delegate for the Synod of Lakes 

and Prairies and singing in choirs in seven different locations 
around the world. As a student and language instructor he was 
blessed to live in Hong Kong, Korea and China. He currently 
works with American Airlines as a Premium Customer Service 
Representative at the Philadelphia International Airport.

BILL LONGACRE is a current graduate 
student at the University of Pennsylvania 
studying social work. Originally from 
Parkesburg, Pennsylvania, Bill has lived in 
the Philly area most of his life. Bill enjoys 
traveling and has visited countries in South 
America, Africa and Europe. When he is 
not traveling, he spends his free time bird 
watching. Bill’s favorite bird is a wood duck.

TROY BERGWALL is a senior at Drexel 
University preparing to graduate with a 
degree in chemical engineering. He has 
lived in West Philadelphia for 4 years and, 
after sampling many churches in the city, 
has found a comforting and fulfilling 
community at First Church.

STEVE KRYSTEK was baptized and received into membership at 
First Church on September 23rd. Steve has been living in 
University City since January 2017 and has been an avid 
participant in the Young Adults group. He works as a data 
analyst at the National Board of Medical Examiners and enjoys 
cooking, eating, and complicated board 
games. A native of Newtown in Bucks 
County, Steve attended West Chester 
University, where he studied 
Psychology.  

KAYLA KRYSTEK was received into 
membership in September. She moved 
to Philadelphia last October when she 
and Steve got married. She is active in 
the Young Adults group and plans to begin assisting with the 
Sunday School program in the spring. She is currently pursuing  
a nursing degree at Thomas Jefferson University.
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Elders
Class of 2019
Beverly Cowart
Karen Marston
Philip McMunigal
Emily Roan
Patricia Sassoli
Class of 2020
Susy Christensen
Heather Coyne
Cynthia Decrucq
Stella Tsai
Class of 2021
Carol Cook
Rebecca Melley
Larry Slagle
Shellie Unger

Deacons
Class of 2019
Linda Deis
Edna Dick
Dave Huting
Anita McLarin
Evelyn Schwartz
Class of 2020
Jack Melvin
Cynthia Olds-Greeley
Courtney Russ-Friedman
Don Williams
Class of 2021
Ruth Camisa
Carl Gakeler
João Magalhaes
William Swoope
Jean Witmer

Trustees
Class of 2019
Craig Boddor"
Andrea Bowman
Jennifer Gay
Karl Miller
Class of 2020
Rebekah Horowitz
Morgan Klinzing Minturn
Robert Linck
Cade Massey
Class of 2021
Jeannie Boehner
David Friedman
Elaine Rothbauer

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Minister
The Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist
Ms. Sue Riemann, Church Administrator
The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care
The Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Director of Membership Development
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate
The Rev. Kenneth J. Ross, Parish Associate
The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate

the Messenger
Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout Design
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Like us on our fan page or 
join our fellowship group.

Volunteer Opportunities
The University City Hospitality Coalition (UCHC) provides hot meals to 
anyone in need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and, during 
the academic year, Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed during the summer and 
academic breaks, when students are not available. In addition, First 
Church sponsors quarterly casserole “blitzes,” in which we prepare 
30–40 casseroles to be served at UCHC meals.

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and for all!children and adults 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and!their families, to 
promote active citizenship, self-determination, and full!inclusion.

Urban Tree Connection (UTC) is a nonprofit organization that engages 
children and adults from some of Philadelphia’s most disadvantaged 
neighborhoods in community-based, urban-greening projects.

Hosts for Hospitals provides families in need of lodging when coming 
from out-of-town to the city for medical care the option of staying at a 
locally administered volunteer host-home or group facility. 

Girls’ Leadership Camp program at Bartram’s Garden is to help build a 
new community garden and farm while learning about the 
environmental impact of growing our own food. Volunteer days are 
every month on second Saturdays starting in October.

Habitat for Humanity’s West Philadelphia Repair Initiative (WPRI) is an 
urban ministry that assists homeowners in West Philadelphia with 
repairs to their homes. The organization needs volunteers. Work can 
involve painting, installing sheetrock, windows, flooring, carpentry, 
etc. Volunteers do not need any experience.

MANNA, an organization founded by First Church, needs volunteers to 
help prepare or deliver meals for people battling life-threatening 
illnesses. Contact Manna’s Volunteer Services at 215-496-2662 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

FOR INFORMATION ON VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTACT missions@fpcphila.org.

Please submit all information for the December issue of The Messenger to communications@fpcphila.org by Friday, November 23rd.

Volunteer Position:
DESK GREETER at the 
Presbyterian Historical Society
425 Lombard Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Time commitment:
$ You choose the day, you choose the shift!
$ Two shifts available: 8:30 AM–12:30 PM or 12:30 PM–4:30 PM
$ Closed weekends; FREE on-site parking for volunteers and 
visitors

Be a volunteer on our team at the Presbyterian Historical 
Society to serve as guest liaison at the front desk of our 
Society Hill campus. Volunteers will greet and assist 
researchers, visitors, and vendors; help with light phone and 
mail duties; and assist with basic computer work. (Microsoft, 
Outlook email, and Excel experience a plus.) We will support 
and train volunteers in duties and protocols. If you are 
organized, energetic, and personable, with an interest in 
history and the work of the church, this position is for you!

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, 
please contact Lorraine Brown (215) 928-3886 or 
lbrown@history.pcusa.org

The Presbyterian Historical Society has been the national 
archives for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its 
predecessor denominations since 1852. For more information 
about PHS call (215) 627-1852 or visit us online at 
www.history.pcusa.org.
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