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hose of you who are basketball fans know all 
about “the process.” That’s the term used by 
the Sixers to describe the unconventional 

strategy employed by the team over the past several 
years to secure a number of high draft choices which 
they then used to draft several highly rated players. 
Throughout the lean years, the team encouraged its 
fans to “trust the process,” trusting that the team’s 
fortunes would soon improve. As they have!

We’ve had our own version of “the process” here. 
Rather than going through the traditional pastoral 
transition requiring a lengthy interim period of 
uncertain leadership, the church’s Session chose to 
take a different path. With the permission and support 
of our Presbytery, we took the initial steps in this 
process two years ago with the completion of our 
Mission Study and then one year ago with the election 
of a Pastor Nominating Committee which has been 
hard at work ever since. Our goal was to achieve as 
seamless a pastoral transition as was possible, and I 
believe we are on the verge of doing that in a way that 
will greatly benefit this church going forward.

We expect the candidate who has been selected by 
the PNC to be presented to the congregation on 
Sunday, June 24. The plan is for the candidate to 
preach that Sunday at both services. Following the 
Celebration service at 9:00 AM, there will be a time of 
informal Q&A with the candidate. The formal 
congregational meeting will follow the 11:00 AM 
service, when the congregation will vote on whether to 
extend a call to this candidate. Assuming all goes as 
planned, the candidate will then move here in August 
and gradually assume the pastoral responsibilities. 
Once the new pastor is in place, I will continue to assist 
with the transition until completing my work, 

probably at the end of October. Information about the 
candidate will be made available to the congregation 
on June 14 when the official call for the congregational 
meeting on June 24 is finalized.

Thanks to the diligence and hard work of everyone 
involved, especially the Mission Study Task Force and 
the PNC, the process has worked as it was intended. 
We’ve done everything we can to insure a successful 
transition, and we will continue to make every effort to 
see this through to its conclusion. With God’s help, we 
will succeed and by fall this church will have entered a 
new era in its long and distinguished history. May God 
richly bless First Church!

—Jesse Garner
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The Process

JUNE 3
1 Samuel 3:1–20

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18
2 Corinthians 4:5–12

Mark 2:23–3:6

JUNE 10
1 Samuel 8:4–20

Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1

Mark 3:20–35

JUNE 17
1 Samuel 15:34–16:13

Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6–17

Mark 4:26–34

JUNE 24
1 Samuel 17:32–49

Psalm 9:9–20
2 Corinthians 6:1–13

Mark 4:35–41

The Deacons invite everyone to the annual 
Church Picnic in Old Buttonwood Hall 

following the 11:00 AM worship service on 
June 24. All are welcome—members, visitors, 

and friends. We’ll have fried and roasted 
chicken and traditional accompaniments. No 
reservations necessary. Feel free to bring a 

dessert to share. Please join us!
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June 2018 at a Glance

Casserole Blitz June 9
The Missions Committee will once again be 

sponsoring a casserole blitz on June 9 to provide meals 
for the hungry through the University City Hospitality 
Coalition. Beginning at 8:30 AM, we’ve typically made 
30-40 casseroles, feeding 8 times that many people, by 
10:00 AM. It’s a fun, gratifying way to spend a Saturday 
morning (and we have coffee and very good donuts)! 
Please contact Beverly Cowart (missions@fpcphila.org) 
if you can participate. 

—Beverly Cowart

Can You Swing a Hammer?
Volunteer Opportunity—Habitat
On Saturday June 2nd, First Church will be doing home 
repairs with Habitat's West Philadelphia Repair Initiative 
(WPRI).  On Saturday July 21st, First Church will be assisting 
with Habitat's Faith Build program, building a new home 
for a family in need.  No skill or construction experience is 
necessary - just a readiness to help out!  A third Habitat 
volunteer opportunity for early fall will be announced as 
soon as it is scheduled.  The work day is from 8:30 to 3:30.  
For information or to volunteer, please email 
missions@fpcphila.org.

Saturday, June 2Saturday, June 2
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
8:30 am Habitat Workday
10:30 am NHJA Angel Picnic

Sunday, June 3Sunday, June 3
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Young Adult “First Sunday” Brunch (Irish Pub)

Monday, June 4Monday, June 4
11:00 am Congregational Care Team
3:00 pm Red Cross Blood Drive

Tuesday, June 5Tuesday, June 5
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, June 6Wednesday, June 6
6:00 pm Women of Wit & Wisdom

Dinner at Positano’s Restaurant
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, June 7Thursday, June 7
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:45 pm Deacons Meeting

Friday, June 8Friday, June 8
6:00 pm fpc Q Happy Hour

Saturday, June 9Saturday, June 9
8:30 am UCHC Casserole Blitz
12:00 pm Reading Buddies Reception

Sunday, June 10Sunday, June 10
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
1:00 pm Band of Boomers Schuylkill River Cruise

Tuesday, June 12Tuesday, June 12
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, June 13Wednesday, June 13
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, June 14Thursday, June 14
6:30 pm Session

Saturday, June 16Saturday, June 16
10:00 am Urban Tree Volunteer Day

Sunday, June 17Sunday, June 17
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Tuesday, June 19Tuesday, June 19
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, June 20Wednesday, June 20
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, June 21Thursday, June 21
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

Sunday, June 24*Sunday, June 24*
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)

*Save the date for a special meeting immediately 
following 11 am worship in the sanctuary.

*Save the date for a special meeting immediately 
following 11 am worship in the sanctuary.

12:15 pm Church Picnic (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, June 25Monday, June 25
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, June 26Tuesday, June 26
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, June 27Wednesday, June 27
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
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As many of you have realized, the Pastor Nominating 
Committee has selected a final candidate to serve as our next 
pastor. We reached our agreement unanimously, and pray 
that you all will be as pleased as we are.

We  expect to bring our candidate to you, the 
congregation, on Sunday, June 24th. This is also the date of 
the church picnic, so we will have a lot to celebrate on that 
occasion! Before we reach that festive day, however, there are 
a number of steps to take to finalize the process.

The Presbytery of Philadelphia has supported the work 
of our committee for the past year in the person of Rev. 
Linda Jaymes. We are so very grateful to her for her support 
and guidance as we have moved through the nominating 
process. At this point, it is necessary for our candidate to 
meet with the Commission on Ministry and also the 
Commission on Preparation for Ministry and Membership. 
Our candidate will need to submit a statement of faith for 

discussion, and following these meetings our pastor will be 
formally approved. Jesse cannot announce the 
congregational meeting before Presbytery approvals have 
been given.

Why must information about the candidate still remain 
confidential? Remember, the candidate will need to meet 
with the aforementioned Presbytery committees and be 
approved; only then will he or she be able to notify his or her 
own Session. 

On behalf of the entire committee, I would like to 
express our gratitude for the opportunity you have given us 
to participate in this service. For me personally, it has been a 
profound journey of faith and faithfulness, of relationship 
with fellow committee members, with many pastors all over 
the country and beyond, and deepening commitment to the 
kingdom of God on earth, and service to Jesus Christ.

—Diane Rogers

PNC Selects Final Candidate

On Sunday, May 6, during both the 11:00 AM worship 
service and in the fellowship time afterward, the church 
honored Mr. George Schneider for his many years of service 
as Clerk of 
Session. With 
that morning’s 
installation of 
new officers, 
George 
completed his 
27th and final 
year as our 
Clerk. During 
that time, no 
one served 
this 
congregation 
more 
faithfully or 
more tirelessly than George, who has maintained the official 
records of the church in impeccable fashion. The 
congregation expressed its sincere appreciation of George’s 
service to the church with a long standing ovation in 
worship, and with many personal and heartfelt 
congratulations during fellowship. Our sincere thanks to 
George and Mary for all they’ve done over the years on 
behalf of this congregation.

—Jesse Garner

Clerk Extraordinaire!

The Rev. Jesse Garner with retiring Clerk of Session 
George Schneider.
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21st & Walnut Streets21st & Walnut Streets

Sunday, June 3rd @ 4 pm
$10 General Seating

Sunday, June 3rd @ 4 pm
$10 General Seating

The Choirs and Orchestra
of First Church

Andrew Senn, Conductor

The Choirs and Orchestra
of First Church

Andrew Senn, Conductor

Music of Haydn and MozartMusic of Haydn and Mozart
WE PRAISE THEE, O GODWE PRAISE THEE, O GOD

Band of Boomers June Event features Schuylkill River Cruise
      On June 10th at 1 pm, the First Church Band of Boomers 
will take a Schuylkill River Cruise to Bartram’s Garden aboard 
the Patriot Harbor Lines. The focus of this three-hour tour is 
the story of the Bartram family—botanists, explorers, and 18th 
century pioneers. This tour includes a two-hour stop at 
Bartram’s Garden with an introductory tour of the newly 
restored 1731 house and the recently restored Ann Bartram 
Carr garden.
      Space is limited—only 15 tickets available! The cost is $27 
per person. No refreshments are included, but drinks and 
snacks are available for purchase. Feel free to bring a lunch.
      Please RSVP to boomers@fpcphila.org. Your place will be 
reserved upon receipt of payment. Mail your check, payable 
to Rick Unger, to 200 W. Washington Square, Apt. 3308, Phila, 
PA 19106, or Venmo to runger00.

—Shellie & Rick Unger, Band of Boomers

NHJA Angel Picnic
The National Homicide Justice 

Alliance (NHJA), a First Church 
Mission partner, invites the 
congregation to the 3rd Annual Angel 
Picnic on Saturday, June 2nd, from 
11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at Liberty Lands 
Park, 3rd & Poplar Streets. NHJA 
empowers survivors of murder 
victims to seek justice through 
education and advocacy. Founded by 
Aleida Garcia and Wilfredo Rojas after 
the murder of their son Alex, NHJA 
provides support to the families and 
friends of 
murder 
victims. The 
Angel Picnic 
raises funds 
for NHJA 
programs 
that build 
community 
among the families and friends of 
murder victims and raises awareness 
of the devastation of homicide. 
Additional information about the 
picnic can be found online at 
https://bit.ly/2IzfN80.

For more information contact the 
Missions Committee (missions 
@fpcphila.org).

mailto:boomers@fpcphila.org
mailto:boomers@fpcphila.org
https://bit.ly/2IzfN80
https://bit.ly/2IzfN80
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At the May Missions meeting, I had 
the opportunity to present information 
about a non-profit, PhillySEEDS, Inc., of 
which I am Chair, and about which few 
people know. But, it is a grand group, 
doing great things, so we are trying to 
get the word out about our five-year 
old organization that supports residents 
of the Philadelphia Housing Authority 
(PHA), in ways that will change lives—
by addressing two of Philadelphia’s 
core needs: education and housing 
opportunities— and to let people know 
about our upcoming “friendraiser,” on 
June 14th, “The Sky's the Limit.”

To celebrate its five-year 
anniversary and raise the 
organization’s profile, PhillySEEDS is 
having a celebration on the rooftop at 
the Vaux Big Picture High School, 
which school is also a part of 
PhillySEEDS’ community initiatives. 
Tickets are $135 and are available 
through the website: 
http://phillyseeds.org/, as are 
sponsorship opportunities.

PhillySEEDS is the non-profit 
support organization for PHA, which 
receives about 93% of its budgeted 
income from the federal government— 
and no funds for work done by 
PhillySEEDS, whose three core 
programs seek to move public 
housing-assisted residents: out 
(through homeownership assistance), 
up (through scholarships), and in 
(through security deposit assistance for 
those who got through the seven- to 
eight-year wait list for vouchers, but 
then didn’t have the funds for the 

security deposit). In addition, all of the 
funds received by PhillySEEDS go to its 
core programs and its community 
initiatives, such as per student 
subsidies to Big Picture for students at 
the Vaux High School (regardless of 
whether they are PHA residents) and 
paying for two-year data plans for over 
3,200 tablets given by T-Mobile for 
distribution to PHA residents.

There is a lot to this story, including 
PHA’s creative activism in using its 
housing dollars to revitalize an entire 
neighborhood in Sharswood, with 
multi-initiative and unparalleled 
partnerships (see a recent news report 
on PHA efforts in Sharswood: 
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/0
5/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelph
ia-neighborhood-revitalization/). This 
revitalization, and more, will be 
highlighted at this event, as will some 
of the individuals who are PhillySEEDS 
“success stories,” recognition by local 
elected dignitaries, plants for sale 
provided by Bartram’s Garden, games, 
presentations, and catering by a local 
community pillar, David Simms, of 
Eatible Delights.

I know that this congregational 
community cares about education and 
housing in Philadelphia and hope some 
of you can come on June 14th, to hear 
about how PhillySEEDS and PHA are 
changing and enhancing communities 
and lives. And, even if you can’t 
come—now you know more about 
PhillySEEDS! Thank you.

—Andrea Bowman

It’s been a strange spring 
that didn’t really arrive until 
mid-April. Fortunately, the 
weather was fully cooperating 
when we went to Urban Tree’s 
Memorial Garden on Saturday, 
May 5th. 

Our task was to conquer a 
thicket of weeds and create 
mulched paths through the 
garden beds. Twelve volunteers 
from the Stanford Alumni 
Association and First Church 
plowed forward. We sheet 
mulched the areas, a great 
gardening technique that’s easy 
and environmentally-friendly. 
We crushed the weeds flat under 

cardboard, then added wood 
mulch to create a playground for 
the worms who would improve 
the soil. In three hours we 
accomplished our task and the 
garden looked ready for local 
residents to begin their spring 
planting. This truly was a day 
well spent!

Please come join us on our 
next work day Saturday, June 
16th from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

—Bruce Rapsher

http://phillyseeds.org/
http://phillyseeds.org/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/2018/05/04/500-million-hope-fuel-philadelphia-neighborhood-revitalization/
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Member News
Marriages
HOLLY CAMISA, daughter of Ruth & Vance Camisa, married 
Jonathan Kohl at a wedding held at First Church  on 
Saturday, May 12th; the Rev. Jesse Garner officiated. The 
couple is currently settled in Philadelphia.

New Members
ANNA, DANIEL, and DAN 
MELLINGER come to us by 
way of North Carolina. 
Daniel is an engineer at 
Qualcomm; Anna is an 
optometrist and is 
currently staying home 
with their young son, Dan. 
Daniel and Anna have 
been worshipping with 
FPC at the 9:00 AM 
Celebration Service. They 
have expressed their joy to 
find a service that is welcoming to their whole family and 
that helps them all connect with God.

JEN, DOUG, AND 
OWEN BOYD live in 
the Fairmount 
neighborhood of 
the city. An 
alumnus of 
Muhlenberg 
college, Doug 
works in marketing 
analytics; Jen 
attended Wake 

Forest and works as the Senior Director for Educational 
Development at the PeerView Institute for Medical 
Education. Jen and Doug have been attending the 9:00 AM 
Celebration Service with their newborn son, Owen, and are 
looking forward to raising their son amongst the faithful and 
good souls they have encountered at FPC.

BRIANNA WRONKO lives in Center 
City and keeps busy as the 
Founder and CEO at Group K 
Diagnostics. She is an alumnus of 
the Bioengineering department at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
Brianna has been attending the 
11:00 AM service at FPC and 
recently joined the parish choir. 
She has connected with the 
provoking worship of FPC and has 

found fellowship in a community that seeks to be faithful to 
the Gospel and welcoming of all God’s children. Our 
experience of Brianna so far has been of a young woman 
with a deep and abiding faith in the power of God’s Spirit, 
and we cannot wait to see the ways in which God will be at 
work through her in our community.

Graduates
It's a season of graduations 

for the Roberts family! COLIN 
ROBERTS graduated on May 14 
with a BSE from the Engineering 
School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He was a 
computer science major with a 
minor in classical studies and 
worked with the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology 
developing technology for digital archaeology. He will soon 
be off to Armenia to use his technology on an archaeological 
site with a team from the museum. 

ANNIE ROBERTS will be 
graduating from Friends’ Central 
School on June 9, joining her 
brothers and parents as alums. 
She has been enjoying her senior 
project working with the 
administrators at MANNA and 
feeling the close connections of 
her church community there. 
Leaving FCS with the Math, 
Latin, and music senior awards, 
she heads to George Washington 
University in Washington, DC in the fall. Stay tuned for 
news in the fall as Douglas finishes his degree at Temple in 
Speech and Language Pathology. He will be the learning 
support coach at Friends’ School Haverford in the fall.

Thank You
A hearty thank-you to all for the honors I 

received as I retired from my years as clerk of 
session. I was surprised but grateful for the 
recognition. My memories of those years are filled 
with having had the privilege of serving with so 
many talented and dedicated elders. First Church 
has been and continues to be in good hands.

—George Schneider
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     We are re-branding the 
LGBT fellowship—our 
new name is fpc Q! We 
want to be more 
responsive to the 
opportunities for 
outreach and ministry 
and this begins with each 
of us.
      Join our new fpc Q 
Facebook group! Our 
next event will be a 

Happy Hour on Friday, 
June 8 at 6:00 PM. Let’s welcome Pride Weekend with a 
beverage enjoying the beautiful view overlooking the city 
from Mete & Larry’s rooftop. Bring a beverage and a bite to 
share and we'll have a very happy hour or so! See details 
and RSVP on the Facebook group, or email Larry Slagle 
(lgbt@fpcphila.org).

Qfpcfirst 
presbyterian 
church 
lgbtq+ fellowship

FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY:

Have You Sent your Photo?
As promised, First Church is publishing a 

new photo directory. We have collected almost 70  
photos since our first request was sent. Do we 
have your photo?

Please choose a recent photo of your 
household as close-up as possible, with minimal 
background, so that all faces are clearly visible. 
The photo can be in portrait, landscape or square 
format. Digital photo files (jpg or jpeg only) are 
preferred.

To upload your digital photo, simply click on 
the “PHOTO DIRECTORY” link below, select a 
photo from your computer or photo library, fill in 
the requested information, and click “upload.”

PHOTO DIRECTORY
If you do not have a recent photo available, 

we will arrange to take a photo of you, after 
worship, or contact the church office so that we 
can make arrangements to take your photo.

If you don’t have a digital photo available, a 
photo can be scanned to create a digital file. 
There will be a box in the office to leave your 
photos. Please include your name(s) on the back 
of the photo. Your photo will be returned to you 
after it has been scanned.

We hope to publish the new photo directory 
by July 1st of this year, so please upload or send 
your photo by June 15th to be sure your photo is 
included!

We are excited about creating this new 
directory for our First Church family. Please 
participate and help us meet our deadline. If you 
have any questions, please email 
communications @fpcphila.org.

—Jesse Garner, Pastor and Patti Sassoli, 
Director of Communications

Young Adult News
The Young Adults are gearing up for summer and 

getting out into the community of Philadelphia. Starting in 
June the Young Adults changed up the weekly Wednesday 
night gathering to be a combination of social and spiritual 
gatherings. 

For the next few months we will continue our faith 
discussion with book discussion, “Ask the Pastor,” and 
movie and discussion. We will also gather for social activities 
such as visiting area beer gardens, hikes in the Wissahickon, 
volunteering at Books Through Bars, attending a Phillies 
game, going to Young Adults’ houses, and more! 

Along with our weekly night gatherings we have brunch 
one Sunday a month (usually the first). We enjoy gathering 
at houses so as you are planning your summer/fall calendar 
if you would like to “host” the young adults please let us 
know! 

Our goal is to grow closer together as a young adult 
group, fostering friendships, building trust, and creating a 
community of support and love for one another. For more 
information, contact: youngadults@fpcphila.org.

—Annie LeCluyse

     The Women of Wit 
and Wisdom will end 
our season with 
dinner at Positano’s 
Restaurant, located 
in Old City, 212 
Walnut Street, across 

from the Ritz 5 movie theatre, on Wednesday, June 6th at 6:00 
PM. Positano’s menu of creative dishes offers options for 
everyone at an affordable price. The restaurant is easily 

accessible by public transportation. For those driving, there 
is street parking as well as two garages on Second Street 
between Walnut and Chestnut Streets. We will meet at the 
Positano’s.

Please RSVP to the church office no later than Monday, 
June 4 (office@fpcphila.org; 215-567-0532). Join us for an 
evening of food, fun, and fellowship.  

Women of Wit and Wisdom will not meet in July and 
August. We wish our First Church Family a summer of 
relaxation, recreation, restoration and refreshment.

—Ginnie Mesibov

https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134503967305640/about/
mailto:lgbt@fpcphila.org?subject=fpc%20Q%20Happy%20Hour
mailto:lgbt@fpcphila.org?subject=fpc%20Q%20Happy%20Hour
mailto:lgbt@fpcphila.org
mailto:lgbt@fpcphila.org
https://www.dropbox.com/request/8e8eRdZSJLw8YMOQhVJf
https://www.dropbox.com/request/8e8eRdZSJLw8YMOQhVJf
mailto:office@fpcphila.org?subject=Photo%20Directory
mailto:office@fpcphila.org?subject=Photo%20Directory
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org?subject=Photo%20directory
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org?subject=Photo%20directory
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
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reenfield School third graders 
and their Reading Buddies 
allowed homemade cake and 
lemonade on Monday, May 21, 

to energize them even more than their 
typical Monday morning in Old 
Buttonwood Hall. Moving to the 
sanctuary, they were joined by parents 
and grandparents to roar their delight 
with Reading Buddy Miles Davis 
playing his double bass and Andrew 
Senn playing the piano and organ. 
They were fascinated by pipes and 
sounds—and the children’s 
sophisticated questions surprised 
everyone.

This wrapped up another First 
Presbyterian Reading Buddies year. 
This year’s team included 18 women 
and men volunteers, most with one 
student Buddy, some with two. Pat 
Quigg, Lois Van Eerden and Jeannie 
Boehner organized the program. Craig 
Boddorff was our usual designate to 
help walk the children between the 
school and the church—and has also 
been a long-time Reading Buddy. Only 
a couple of times did weather curtail 
the weekly routine.

Three of our faithful volunteers 
summed up Reading Buddies as they 
experienced it. “For me, the 
skillfulness of appreciating humor, 
compassion and playfulness enriched 
my experience as a Reading Buddy for 
my third grader and myself! Thanks to 

everyone for the opportunity to 
volunteer.” Another said, “My Buddy 
was full of mischief and wanted 
to report all his ‘fun’ non-school 
activities. But when he buckled 
down to read, he amazed me 
with his mastery of language—
far above third grade—and the 
way he constructed concise 
sentences with action verbs.” A 
truly seasoned volunteer added: 
“There has been a rich variety of 
wonderful students to share an 
hour with during my years with 
RB. I've read with an autistic 
child, who barely spoke; a child 

reading way below grade level, 
who wanted to talk the whole 
hour to avoid reading and 
writing; a child in the school’s 
gifted program; and a student 
born in Syria, fluent in three 
languages, and coming here for 
a year with her family after 
settling in Alberta, Canada. I've 
read with students who came 
from homes where there was 
positive reinforcement and who 
felt good in their own 
skin, as well as students 

who were much needier and 
really wanted my attention 
while we were together. I 
benefited from all of these 
relationships, and I hope each 
student did too, in his or her 
own way.”

Greenfield’s coordinating 
teacher Adrienne Horowitz 
assembled the third graders’ 
appreciative comments. They 
were consistently glowing, so 
we share only a few excerpts. “My 
Reading Buddy . . . helped me 
understand what I read in a fun way. . . 
.  I had no fluency, but now I can speed 
through my books without messing 
up. . . .  Now it makes me really happy 
when I read. . . .  Reading to my Buddy 

helped with my vocabulary. . . .  I 
learned so much from the National 

Geographics, and I now know a bunch 
of things that I never knew before. . . .  
My Buddy helped me to spell and 
sound out words. . . .  Hanging out 
with my Buddy made me feel special. . 
. .  My Reading Buddy and I both 
learned new things. It has been a really 
amazing thing!’

As diverse as the children are, they 
were consistently polite. When Pat 
Quigg went around toward the end of 
each hour offering pretzel sticks, 

“Would you like a pretzel stick?” the 
answer was “Yes, please.” Then, 
“Thank you, Miss Pat.” Warmth and 
respect were as evident as the delight 
of conquering larger words, longer 
paragraphs and their meaning.

—Jeannie Boehner & Fred Barfoot

Reading Buddies Roar At Their Season Finale
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Rewarding Opportunities with Penn’s Village
Dedicating your time to volunteer with Penn’s Village is 

one of the most beneficial things one can do in the 
Philadelphia area. As a non-profit organization, Penn’s 
Village values their volunteers like no other. The 
relationships that are made between the volunteers and 
members, known as Villagers, are extremely special. 
According to one former volunteer driver, “I have made a 
dear friend. When I was a volunteer driver I drove her to 
appointments. We developed a relationship that has grown 
into a friendship. I am grateful for her friendship.”

As a volunteer, there are many places volunteers could 
fit right in. As just mentioned, volunteers can drive members 
to doctors’ appointments, to the grocery store and for other 
errands. Volunteers can also dedicate their time to visiting 
members. Visits include playing games, socializing, or 
reading. It keeps Villagers happy and out of isolation. In 
addition, volunteers can share their expertise, no matter if 
it’s social work, marketing or accounting, Penn’s Village 
welcomes the expertise of volunteers to support its Villagers. 
Similarly, volunteers share expertise in technology as well. 
This way, members are made comfortable with latest 
technology.

At Penn’s Village there are various committees 
volunteers can join such as Marketing & Communications, 
Membership & Welcome, Fund-raising, Finance, and 
Program. As one of our Villagers said about a volunteer, 
“She boosted my feeling of confidence and security in my 
solo domestic life, and [her] cheerful, energetic, 
compassionate manner lifted my spirits.”

Penn’s Village would not be possible without the help of 
volunteers, and the time with Villagers will never go 
unnoticed. If you’d like to volunteer your time, please call 
215-925-7333 or email at info@pennsvillage.org. Check out 
our website too: www.pennsvillage.org.

Stay Informed This Summer!
The June issue of the Messenger is the last 
issue published until September. Our email 
“THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH” is sent every 
Monday and lists events for the week.  Don’t 
miss out! Join our mailing list to stay connected! 
Subscribe at fpcphila.org/mailinglist.

The parking agreement for First 
Church with SP+ Parking, located at 
2107 Sansom Street (next to Day by 
Day Restaurant) has been updated. 

The rate for parking is $8, cash only, 
for up to 12 hours. Your ticket must 
be validated; there is a stamp for 
validating in the church office. Please 

contact the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org) with questions 
or for a copy of the agreement.

—Sue Riemann, Church Administrator

Updated Parking Information

Blood Drive
First Presbyterian Church

Old Buttonwood Hall
Monday, June 4, 2018

3:00 PM – 8:00 PM
CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

or visit redcrossblood.org and search by 
Sponsor Code:

First Presbyterian Church Philadelphia

The need is constant.
The gratification is instant.

Give blood.

redcrossblood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS

mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.fpcphila.org/mailinglist
http://www.fpcphila.org/mailinglist
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=First%20Presbyterian%20Church%20Philadelphia
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=First%20Presbyterian%20Church%20Philadelphia
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

Volunteer Opportunities

The University City Hospitality Coalition 
(UCHC) provides hot meals to anyone in 
need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and, during the academic year, 
Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed 
during the summer and academic breaks, 
when students are not available. In 
addition, First Church sponsors quarterly 
casserole “blitzes,” in which we prepare 
30–40 casseroles to be served at UCHC 
meals.

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and 
for all children and adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their 
families, to promote active citizenship, self-
determination, and full inclusion.

Urban Tree Connection (UTC) is a nonprofit 
organization that engages children and 
adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 
disadvantaged neighborhoods in 
community-based, urban-greening 
projects.

Hosts for Hospitals provides families in need 
of lodging when coming from out-of-town 
to the city for medical care the option of 
staying at a locally administered volunteer 
host-home or group facility. 

Girls’ Leadership Camp program at 
Bartram’s Garden is to help build a new 
community garden and farm while learning 
about the environmental impact of growing 
our own food. Volunteer days are every 
month on second Saturdays starting in 
October.

Habitat for Humanity’s West Philadelphia 
Repair Initiative (WPRI) is an urban ministry 
that assists homeowners in West 
Philadelphia with repairs to their homes. 
The organization needs volunteers. Work 
can involve painting, installing sheetrock, 
windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. 
Volunteers do not need any experience.

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare 
or deliver meals for people battling life-
threatening illnesses. Contact Manna’s 
Volunteer Services at 215-496-2662 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

FOR INFORMATION ON 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTACT 
missions@fpcphila.org.

Please submit all information for the 
September issue of The Messenger to 

communications@fpcphila.org by 
Friday, August 24th.
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CHURCH OFFICERS

ELDERS
Class of 2019

Beverly Cowart, Karen Marston,
Philip McMunigal, Emily Roan, Patricia Sassoli

Class of 2020
Susy Christensen, Heather Coyne, 

Cynthia Decrucq, Stella Tsai
Class of  2021

Carol Cook, Rebecca Melley,
Larry Slagle, Shellie Unger

DEACONS
Class of 2019

Linda Deis, Edna Dick, Dave Huting,
Anita McLarin, Evelyn Schwartz

Class of 2020
Jack Melvin, Cynthia Olds-Greeley, Courtney 

Russ-Friedman, Don Williams
Class of 2021

Ruth Camisa, Carl Gakeler, 
João Magalhaes, William Swoope, Jean Witmer

TRUSTEES 
Class of 2019

Craig Boddorff, Andrea Bowman, 
Jennifer Gay, Karl Miller

Class of 2020
Rebekah Horowitz, Morgan Klinzing,

Robert Linck, Cade Massey
Class of 2021

 Jeannie Boehner, David Friedman,
Elaine Rothbauer
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