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LECTIONARY

JANUARY 1
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Isaiah 63:7–9
Psalm 148

Hebrews 2:10–18
Matthew 2:13–23

JANUARY 8
BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Isaiah 42:1–9
Psalm 29

Acts 10:34–43
Matthew 3:13–17

JANUARY 15
SECOND SUNDAY 

AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Isaiah 49:1–7

Psalm 40:1–11
1 Corinthians 1:1–9

John 1:29–42

JANUARY 22
THIRD SUNDAY 

AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Isaiah 9:1–4

Psalm 27:1, 4–9
1 Corinthians 1:10–18

Matthew 4:12–23

JANUARY 29
FOURTH SUNDAY 

AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Micah 6:1–8

Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18–31

Matthew 5:1–12

We’re So Glad You’re Here!
Thursday, January 19th

5:30-8:00 PM

The Membership & Evangelism Committee is 
sponsoring a special event in Old Buttonwood Hall to 
welcome many of the new faces in our midst. If you are a 
visitor, a friend, a potential new member, or someone 
who has joined within the last year, we invite you to come 
for an informal reception. Our Elders, Deacons and Trustees 
will be there, so it's a great time to meet the folks who serve on the 
boards of the church, ask them questions, or volunteer to get 
involved. Most importantly, it is an opportunity to drop by after 
work, meet other new faces at the church, and get to know each other 
in a relaxed atmosphere.  There will be plenty of appetizers and great 
conversation! Feel free to drop in when you can and stay as long as you 
wish! If you plan to attend, please email the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org) or Fran Kraemer (fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org).

fter an extraordinarily hectic 
month of December—with all 
the busyness of the usual 
Advent and Christmas activities 

this year compounded by the tragic and 
unexpected death of our Church 
Administrator Gwen Scott—it is nice to have 
something of an extended break at the 
beginning of the new year to give us all a 
chance to catch our breath. Unlike the past 
few years when Ash Wednesday fell in early 
February, the late date of Easter this year 
(April 16) means that Ash Wednesday will 
not occur until March 1st.

Which is not to say that nothing much is 
happening here at First. To the contrary! First 
and foremost, our Mission Study Team is 
compiling the results of our 
congregation-wide assessment and preparing 
a report for the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting in February. Once the Presbytery has 
approved the completed Mission Study 
Report, the church will elect a Pastor 
Nominating Committee to begin the task of 
searching for the congregation’s next pastor.

In addition, I’m personally very much 
looking forward to this year’s Constitutional 
Seminar, an annual winter fixture here at 
First Church for almost ten years. Our topic 
this year (see the article on page six of this 
issue) will be “Jesus: Teacher, Not King.” As 
always, our sessions will be led by Dr. Will 
Harris, a longtime member of our 
community who brings to our discussions 
years of experience in constitutional 
scholarship. This year’s series will be held on 
three consecutive Wednesdays evenings 
beginning February 1 from 6:30-8:00 PM in 
the MacColl Room, with plans for a follow 
up discussion on a subsequent Saturday 
morning. Mark your calendars now.

I’ll be away this weekend attending the 
wedding of our former seminary intern Chip 
Rotolo and Olivia Hall in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. It will be my first visit ever to 
Chapel Hill, and I fully intend to find out 
whether the sky there is really and truly 
Carolina Blue.

—Jesse Garner

A
Happy New Year!

the Messenger

mailto:gwen.scott@fpcphila.org
mailto:gwen.scott@fpcphila.org
mailto:fbksings@yahoo.com
mailto:fbksings@yahoo.com
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January 2017 at a Glance
Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Tuesday, January 3Tuesday, January 3
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Saturday, January 7Saturday, January 7
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, January 8Sunday, January 8
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:50 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Young Adult Brunch

Monday, January 9Monday, January 9
10:00 am Reading Buddies
11:00 am Congregational Care Team
6:30 pm Nominating Committee (Penn’s Village Room)

Tuesday, January 10Tuesday, January 10
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, January 11Wednesday, January 11
10:00 am Planned Giving Team
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, January 12Thursday, January 12
6:30 pm Session

Saturday, January 14Saturday, January 14
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, January 15Sunday, January 15
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, January 16Monday, January 16
Church office closed.Church office closed.

Tuesday, January 17Tuesday, January 17
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, January 18Wednesday, January 18
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, January 19Thursday, January 19
5:30 pm We’re So Glad You’re Here! Reception

Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
9:00 am New Member Workshop

Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Concerts@First

Organ Concert with Andrew Senn

Monday, January 23Monday, January 23
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, January 24Tuesday, January 24
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, January 25Wednesday, January 25
7:30 pm Young Adult Group
Saturday, January 26Saturday, January 26
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, January 29Sunday, January 29
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education

—Adults (Lounge)
—Children & Youth (Cochran Room)

9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, January 30Monday, January 30
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:00 pm Worship Committee

You really came through for us! 
Thank you for 191 responses to our 
congregational assessment—a stellar 
response. The Mission Study Team 
would like you to know that we’ve 

received the assessment results and are 
in the midst of digesting the 
information—there is a lot of it! You 
will hear much more about the results 
and next steps early in the new year, 

but for now, rest assured that the 
assessment confirms that we are a very 
healthy church.
—Paula Gross, Mission Study Team Chair

Congregational Assessment
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Christian Education
Happy New Year from Christian Education! We have a 

great line-up of programs for the new year so please make 
an effort to attend them!

Sunday School
Sunday School returns on January 8th for all school-age 

children.

Understanding Faith Series:  Mormonism
Sunday Mornings at 9:45 AM - January 29th and February 5th

With the arrival of the new Mormon Temple in Center 
City, many have questions and curiosity about the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. A representative from the 
LDS church will speak on their faith tradition and will 
compare it with our own.

Constitutional Thinking with Will Harris
Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM - February 1st, 8th and 15th

Will Harris returns for another thrilling discussion on 
constitutional process and how it informs us all in our own 
lives. See a detailed description of the seminar on page six.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE:
As I step down as Chair of Christian Education, I am 

thankful for the work that the committee and clergy have 
done to make C.E. as vibrant as possible. I hope that those 
who carry on the legacy after me discover and pass on the 
concept of “Nachfolge” which Jesse has instilled in me.

As Douglas MacArthur said...
As many of you may know, I have enlisted in the US Air 

Force and I ship out to Basic Military Training soon. I 
wanted to share with you all how much First Church 
influenced my decision to serve my country and how I will 
remember the love and 
support that you all have 
given me in my life as I 
continue on in my life as a 
U.S. Airman.

First Church is the 
place where I married the 
love of my life. My joys 
were baptized here and I 
learned what discipleship 
and serving others truly 
meant as an Elder on 
Session. Singing with 
Andrew and the choir 
always brought me joy 
and I will miss making 
music with them. I have always considered the church as my 
family; I love you all, and though this message does not do 

this love justice, I hope that my actions with the U.S. Air 
Force will show it.
God be with you all.

—Jeffrey Halili
Greater love hath no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends. —John 15:13

Get to Know Our 
Interim Church Administrator

Sue Riemann, Interim Church Administrator, 
comes to us with a wealth of experience as a teacher 
and mentor to other teachers. Sue and her wife, 
Anjeanette Milner, live in South Philly with their two 
cats, Kiki and Quincy.

Sue graduated from Notre Dame in 1996 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in The Program of Liberal 
Studies and Music (double major). She joined a 
teaching program directed at inner city youth in Los 
Angeles, run by The Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus 
from Rosemont College. Unused funds that had been 
designated for training novitiates in the Order were 
redirected to this program, run in four cities. For six 
summers Sue also acted as a consultant to mentor new 
teachers. Like many good things to benefit underserved 
youth, this died during the recession. While in Los 
Angeles, she earned a graduate degree.

After Los Angeles, Sue taught in a parochial school 
in New Jersey for six years, and for the last ten years 
she taught math at Lea Elementary School in West 
Philly. A combination of burnout and low performance 
by administrators and the School Board led her to 
consider new options. A call from Lisa Johnson resulted 
in an interview and subsequent job offer for Sue—a 
good fit for her and the church, as she weighs new 
options.  

Sue and Anjeanette enjoy a wide circle of friends, 
many of whom are fellow knitters. She also enjoys 
reading and listening to jazz and classical music.

When asked “What do you like most about 
working at the church,” Sue had a three-part answer: 
First, “It is wonderful to leave a job at the end of the 
day without taking home papers to grade or lessons to 
prepare.” Second, “As a lapsed Catholic, it is so nice not 
to worry about who I am or worry about 
discrimination.” Third, “It is great to work where 
everyone is so nice and welcoming and appreciative of 
my efforts.”

—Jeannie Boehner
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Music at First

Musa Ngqungwana 
appearing with the 

Philadelphia 
Orchestra

On February 14th, former 
Chancel Choir member and 
current opera superstar Musa 
Ngqungwana will appear with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra on their 
Valentine’s Day concert. He will be 
performing excerpts from Porgy 
and Bess. Don’t miss this chance to 
hear one of our own with the 
Phabulous Philadelphians!

CONCERTS@FIRST
On Sunday, January 22nd @ 4 PM, 

Andrew Senn will present an 
all-Howells organ concert.  As many of 
you are already aware, Andrew is 
recording the complete organ works of 
Herbert Howells this year, in 
anticipation of the composer’s 125th 
anniversary in October 2017. This 
boxed-set will be released at that time.

Howells’ monumental Sonata for 
Organ (1933) will be the main portion 
of the program. The Sonata represents 
Howells’ largest single work for the 
instrument, and shows him at the 
height of his genius. The remainder of 
the program will feature smaller 
works, from the Psalm Preludes and 
miscellaneous pieces. The concert is 
free and open to the public, and 
donations will be accepted for Songs 
Overseas, the Chancel Choir’s 
upcoming trip to England.

Songs Overseas—A New Year Challenge
Since returning from summer vacations back in the Fall, the Chancel Choir has 

been working diligently to raise money for the upcoming trip to Truro Cathedral. 
And while our fundraising has taken a bit of a backseat to some other very 
important happenings—the congregational assessment and stewardship season—
we’ve still managed to get a good start on things. However, there is still a good 
way to go, and deposits for the trip will be due in the coming months.

With the bustle of Christmas now behind us, and a fresh new year to make the 
best of, we are initiating a sixteen-week challenge. It has the potential of being the 
most successful part of this campaign, but only with your support and dedication! 
We hope everyone will participate.

It is exactly sixteen weeks from Sunday, January 1st to Easter Sunday. Would 
you consider pledging just $10, $15, or $20 per week for the coming sixteen weeks? 
The math is pretty simple: at $10 per week, that comes to a mere $160 total. But if 
100 people participate, that adds up to $16,000! We believe that with everyone 
contributing just a small amount, we can raise a large sum.

We have dedicated giving for Songs Overseas available on the church’s online 
giving page (www.fpcphila.org/give-now), where you can easily set up recurring 
weekly payments. In the coming weeks a “thermometer” in the form of a cathedral 
spire will appear in Old Buttonwood Hall, allowing you to view our progress.

After witnessing the successful participation in the congregational assessment, 
I know that we can rise to this challenge together, and give our choir the 
opportunity of a lifetime! Please be generous!

—Andrew Senn

Musicopia String Orchestra Winter Concert
Saturday, January 28, 2017 at 4:00 PM

The Church of the Holy Trinity, 1904 Walnut Street

This is a free concert. The Public is Welcome.
Discount parking will be available at the 1845 Walnut Street parking lot. 

Ticket must be brought to the church for validation.

Founded by Musicopia in 2005, The Musicopia String Orchestra (MSO) serves 
students throughout the greater Philadelphia area who lack cultural opportunities 
and constructive, creative outlets. The MSO provides structured instrumental skill‐
building and performance opportunities to mostly inner‐city youth, ages 7–18, who 

have demonstrated musical talent and interest.

Questions: contact Juliette at 215.829.9522 x107 
or Juliette@musicopia.net

http://www.fpcphila.org/give-now/
http://www.fpcphila.org/give-now/
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On the first Sunday in Advent, Jesse Garner drew 
particular attention to the image on the bulletin cover, with 
the promise of a “revelation” during the coming weeks with 
a series of images. Each week the image changed, with the 
final image appearing on the bulletin on January 1st.  

The images were an Advent Journey Icon Series created 
by Lauren Wright Pittman, an artist from A Sanctified Art 
LLC, a team of artists and creatives, some of whom are 
students at Columbia Theological Seminary, a Presbyterian 

seminary in Atlanta, GA. In Ms. Pittman’s words, “The 
Advent journey is one of subtle transitions as we wait with 
intentionality and expectation for the light of the world. 
These graphic icons illustrate the journey of the wise men 
chasing after the star as the cosmic event of God’s in 
breaking, and the subtlety of our active waiting during this 
season.” The six icons are presented below together with the 
artist’s interpretation.

1-First Week
• shows 

separation of 
heaven and 
earth

• expresses the 
longing and 
anticipation of 
the coming 
together of 
human and 
divine

2-Second Week
• progression 

towards heaven 
and earth 
coming together

• the path leads 
to the star

• the star is still 
enclosed, 
darkness is still 
trying to contain 
the hope

3-Third Week
• the light of the 

star, the hope 
begins to break 
through the 
bounding edges

• the star calls the 
viewer to take a 
journey

4-Fourth Week
• hope becomes 

the central 
focus as the 
boundaries fade

• God is 
inbreaking, 
taking away the 
lines that divide

• hopeful image 
and call to 
action to take 
down the lines 
that divide

5-Christmas
• the manger 

comes into 
focus

• all boundaries 
are gone, 
including the 
horizon line

6-Epiphany
• focuses on the 

narrative of the 
magi seeking 
after the star

• the scene 
disappears, the 
destination is 
reached, but the 
journey has just 
begun

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS ICON PROGRESSION

Bulletin Covers During Advent Lead to “Revelation”

The Young Adults want to give a BIG 
“Thank You” to everyone for taking part in the 
Giving Tree this year. We provided 10 Young 
Adults in the PRIDE Program at Valley Youth 
House with over $4,000 in gifts!  

The Young Adults will be starting the New 
Year with brunch at The Irish Pub on January 8th 
after the 11 o’clock service and will continue our 
Wednesday Night Programming. Look for 
information soon regarding a Young Adult Ski 
Trip happening in February! The young adults 
enjoy good discussion around many different 

topics, including movie nights and nights out at 
area restaurants, which will be continued 
throughout the next couple of months. Our goal 
is to grow closer together as a young adult 
group, fostering friendships, building trust, and 
creating a community of support and love for 
one another. We are excited to see new, and 
returning, faces and invite all young adults to 
join us! For more information, contact: 
youngadults@fpcphila.org.

—Annie LeCluyse

Young Adult News

Young Adult Giving Tree

mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
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Do you imagine that the heavenly polity will be a 
monarchy? That the Jesus of the New Testament is the only 
one ever fit to be a king? Does this mean that the assiduous, 
desperate, and earnest development of human political 
forms toward democratic constitutionalism and away from 
absolute rulership has been simply because we could not 
find a qualified earthly candidate, however hard we may 
still seek one? Or should we reassess the Bible’s 
predominant focus on the character of good government and 
the well-ordered community with a thought that its 
constitutional commitments may have evolved—or even 
prompted an evolution—over the course of human 
experience with its values toward more enlightened political 
orders? Is it possible that even any progress we have made 
toward better alternatives has been corrupted or distorted by 
a preoccupation with preferred princely options lurking 
behind our reflections on constitution making? Is our picture 
of the heavenly polity susceptible to constitutional 
revolution?

In the 2017 Winter Seminar, we will consider whether 
the biblical Jesus himself may bear the role of kingship 

awkwardly. Something imposed upon his character like so 
many of the other traits that human beings have inflicted on 
his nature. What may be the consequences for human 
standards of governance and political life arising from the 
distant but hegemonic model of perfect monarchy? If we 
shift our picture of the biblical Jesus from the masquerade of 
princely perfection to his demonstrated comfort as teacher—
or teacher-founder, a different design of leadership 
altogether—what might be the effects on our best 
understanding of the aspirational forms of human 
community and of the character of those who are its 
constitutional citizens? Free at last from the strictures of 
supposedly beneficent authoritarianism.

The purpose of the 2017 Winter Seminar, the ninth at 
First Presbyterian Church, is to set up a framework for this 
inquiry and then to pursue the questions through the 
reflections and interactions of the participants. This year’s 
seminar will meet on Wednesday evenings February 1, 8, & 
15 from 6:30-8:00 PM in the MacColl Room. Please join us.

—Will Harris

Constitution Seminar, Winter 2017— Jesus: Teacher, Not King

“WiseRetirees” is an informal gathering of retired and 
non-retired men—members and non-members of First 
Church—who get together at 9:30 A.M. on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month for about an hour. We share ideas, discuss 
current events and simply enjoy our time with interesting 
company. There is no membership, just an interest and 
willingness to having good conversation, in a safe space, and 
share insights on a variety of topics. We come when we can 
and leave when we must. One regular attendee offers this 
testimony:

“Worshiping with diverse individuals at 1st Presby is one 
thing. Discussing volatile subjects with them on neutral turf is 
quite another. This is especially true when being “wise” is, 
occasionally, debatable; the individuals aren’t all retirees and some 
aren’t even Presbyterian in their beliefs. I’ve grown to appreciate 
each participant and their reasoning. It’s that kind of fellowship 
that keeps me coming back for another session of WiseRetirees.”

If you are interested in participating and would like to 
be on the mailing list, please contact, Craig Boddorff 
(craig.boddorff@fpcphila.org). Join us!

—Herb Valentine

WiseRetirees

After several years of holding a Caregivers’ Support 
Group by phone, Penn’s Village has launched an in-person 
group.  Its second meeting will be on Monday, January 9 at 
11:00 AM in the Penn’s Village office (2nd floor). The program 
is facilitated by two social workers. If you are interested in 
joining, let us know at the contact information below.

In January most of us yearn for exercise after the 
holidays. Penn’s Village is providing the perfect opportunity 
on Tuesday, January 10 at 10:00 AM when noted dance 
instructor Judith Sachs will lead an hour-long session called 
Anyone Can Dance at the First Unitarian Church, 2125 
Chestnut Street. The program is free to Penn’s Village 
members and volunteers and we request a $5 donation from 
other guests.  Registration is necessary (see below).  The 
church is handicapped-accessible.

On Saturday, January 28 at 10:00 AM we provide an 
introduction to another form of relaxation, meditation. 
Long-time meditation instructor Tom Berthoff of the 
Shambhala Center, 2030 Sansom Street will lead An 
Introduction to Meditation. There is a $10 charge for Penn’s 
Village members and volunteers and a $15 charge for guests 
payable at the event. Again, registration is required. The 
Shambhala Center is handicapped-accessible.  

Please RSVP for any of these activities at 
info@pennsvillage.org or 215-925-7333.  For further 
information, see:  www.pennsvillage.org.

Penn’s Village: Caregivers’ Support Group 
and other January Programs

Riverside Party
Thanks to all the 'Riversiders' who helped out with 

the Riverside Christmas Party, which was one of the best 
in recent memory! From those who made the punch to 
those greeted each resident who came through the door, 
you all embodied the Spirit of Christmas that night!

mailto:craig.boddorff@fpcphila.org
mailto:craig.boddorff@fpcphila.org
mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
mailto:info@pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Baptisms
Jaden Matthew Higgins, son of Matt and Alissa Higgins, was 
baptized on November 27, 2016.

Weddings
Congratulations to Peter Bretschger and Ingrid Swanson, who 
were married at First Church on December 3, 2016. Peter and 

Ingrid have come to us from New 
York City, and Peter sings in our Chancel Choir. Peter 
is a manager of product strategy at Brandywine 
Global Investment Management. Ingrid is a clinical 
social worker at the VA Medical Center who is also 
studying for her Ph.D. in Marriage and Family 
Therapy at Eastern University.

New Members
Crystal Reeck is a lifelong Presbyterian who grew up in 
Pasadena, CA. She moved to Philadelphia from New York with 
her husband Nick, an aircraft engineer. She is a professor at 
Temple who studies Neural Decision Making, and she was 
attracted to First Church because of its mission programs and 
looks forward to getting involved in them. 

Ken Minturn moved to Philadelphia this past year from Indianapolis, where he 
grew up. He was a swimmer at Emory University and then graduated from the 
University of Alabama Law School. He is currently focusing on his startup Kenji, 

which helps connect people and businesses with legal 
services. He is an avid college football fan and active in 
the Young Adults Fellowship at First Church. 

Morgan Klinzing grew up in Spartanburg, SC, attended 
Emory University where she swam competitively before 
graduating from the University of Georgia Law School. 
She now works in Tax Law at Pepper Hamilton in 

Philadelphia, and has been very active in the Young Adult Fellowship at First 
Church. 

Becky Yep grew up in Maryland, and attended the University of 
Maryland where she studied Mechanical Engineering. She now 
works on helicopters at Boeing. She is a former runner, animal 
lover, passionate Ravens fan, and active part of our Young 
Adults group. She loves board games, and really enjoys the faith 
and spiritual growth she gets at First Church.
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Crystal Reeck Ken Minturn & Morgan Klinzing Becky Yep

Owen, Frances Grant sent in this card, specifically to me so it could be 
included in the Messenger.  We scanned the card--Iʼll put the entire image 
(pdf-2 pages) in the dropbox.  I only included the minimum here--obviously 
smaller so it would fit...but you can do as you please, as long as itʼs included 
somewhere!  Also, you donʼt need to include the cookie-making photo--it would 
make more sense if we had more.  I might be able to find some on Facebook.  
Let me know if you need me to do that.  Or you could put it elsewhere.

Cookie making!
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Jaden Matthew Higgins son of Matt and Alissa Higgins, was baptized on November 27, 2016.

Weddings
Congratulations to Peter Bretschger and Ingrid Swanson, who 
were married at First Church on December 3, 2016.  Peter and 
Ingrid have come to us from New York City, and Peter sings in 
our Chancel Choir.  Peter is a manager of product strategy at 
Brandywine Global Investment Management.  Ingrid is a clinical 
social worker at the VA Medical Center who is also studying for 
her Ph.D. in Marriage and Family Therapy at Eastern University.

New Members
Crystal Reeck is a lifelong Presbyterian who grew up in Pasadena, CA.  She moved to Philadelphia from New 
York with her husband Nick, an aircraft engineer.  She is a professor at Temple who studies Neural Decision 
Making, and she was attracted to First Church because of its mission programs and looks forward to getting 
involved in them. 
Ken Minturn moved to Philadelphia this past year from Indianapolis, where he grew up.  He was a swimmer at 
Emory University and then graduated from the University of Alabama Law School.  He is currently focusing on 
his startup Kenji,  which helps connect people and businesses with legal services.   He is an avid college football 
fan and active in the Young Adults Fellowship at First Church. 
Morgan Klinzing grew up in Spartanburg, SC, attended Emory University where she swam competitively before 
graduating from the University of Georgia Law School.  She now works in Tax Law at Pepper Hamilton in 
Philadelphia, and has been very active in the Young Adult Fellowship at First Church. 
Becky Yep grew up in Maryland, and attended the University of Maryland where she studied Mechanical 
Engineering. She now works on helicopters at Boeing.  She is a former runner, animal lover, passionate Ravens 
fan, and active part of our Young Adults group.  She loves board games, and really enjoys the faith and spiritual 
growth she gets at First Church.
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If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part 
of the life and ministry of the church, you’re invited to our new member classes 
beginning this January. Classes are informal and will explore what Presbyterians 
believe, what membership means, and how to get involved at First Church. A 
Saturday workshop will be held on January 21st from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Contact 
Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fcphila.org) or Jesse Garner 
(jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) for more information.

Interested in First Church?

Dear Pastor Jesse and to the 
Congregation of First Presbyterian 
Family:

Grace and Peace be unto You!

On behalf of myself, Shirley and 
our family, we would like to express 
how grateful we are for the love and 
tender kindness that all of you have 
shown us during our bereavement. 
Gwen's death was truly unexpected 
and was a shock to us all. But we are 
thanking God and praising Him for 
the relationship Gwen had with 
First Presbyterian.

I know that working with your 
church was not just a job for her, but 
you became her extended family 
whom she loved, and it gave her joy 
to be in your presence.

What you did for our family 
helped to lift some of the weight of 
making final arrangements for her 
celebration of life. Your presence 
meant so much to us that there are 
not enough words to express how 
our hearts felt.

I would personally like to thank 
you, Pastor Jesse, for helping me 
eulogize Gwen. It made it easy for 
me to minister the message, to help 
comfort those that felt the loss. It 
brought my heart joy to know that 
she made such an impact on the lives 
of those she served in the ministry of 
all ages.

May the blessing of the Lord 
continue to rest upon you and the 
congregation in this coming New 
Year. Because of Gwen's friendship 
with you we have obtained a friend 
in First Presbyterian.

Sincerely grateful,

Mae Frances Davis & Family

A note from the family of 
Gwen Scott
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THE MESSENGER

Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout and Design

Please submit all information for the 
February issue of The Messenger to 
communications@fpcphila.org by 

Monday, January 23rd.

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Jesse B. Garner, Minister
The Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader

The Rev. Drew Harrison, Membership and 
Congregational Care Director

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader 
Ms. Sue Riemann, Interim Church Administrator

PARISH ASSOCIATES:
The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, The Rev. Kenneth 

Ross, The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine

DEACONS
" Class of 2017

Robert Cole, Elena Colon,
Marc Lloyd, Cynthia Olds-Greeley

Class of 2018
Fred Barfoot, Miles Davis, Frances Kraemer,

Cathy Lever, Jean Witmer
Class of 2019

Linda Deis, Edna Dick, Dave Huting,
Anita McLarin, Evelyn Schwartz

The First 
Presbyterian Church
IN THE CITY OF  PHILADELPHIA

201 South 21st Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103
 215-567-0532 fax: 215-567-7697 • fpcphila.org

ELDERS
" Class of 2017

Christina Carl, Jeff Halili, Larry Slagle, 
Suellen Smith, Jim Wilson

Class of 2018
Jen Johnson, Rebecca Melley,

Allan Schimmel, George Schneider
Class of 2019

Beverly Cowart, Roselyn Hsueh, 
Philip McMunigal, Emily Roan, Patricia Sassoli

TRUSTEES 
" Class of 2017

Rebekah Horowitz, Tom Lever, Robert Linck, 
Cade Massey, Jon Rogers

Class of 2018
Joann Bailey, Jeannie Boehner, 

Gary Christensen, Leila Vaughan
Class of 2019

Craig Boddorff, Andrea Bowman, Mike Carl, 
Jennifer Gay, Robert Romano

CHURCH OFFICERS

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare or 
deliver meals for people with HIV, diabetes, 
undergoing chemotherapy, or other 
conditions requiring quality nutrition. Contact 
Jen Stackhouse, Volunteer Manager at 
215-496-2662 ext 138 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

READING BUDDIES volunteers are needed to 
help children learn to read, and make a 
friend. Volunteers are needed at First Church 
and other locations throughout the city. 
Contact Pat Quigg at 
readingbuddies@aol.com.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S WEST 
PHILADELPHIA REPAIR INITIATIVE (WPRI) is an 
urban ministry that assists homeowners in 
West Philadelphia with repairs to their homes. 
The organization needs volunteers. Work can 
involve painting, installing sheetrock, 
windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. Volunteers 
do not need any experience. If you have 
interest in being a volunteer, please contact 
the Missions Committee at 
missions@fpcphila.org.

PENN’S VILLAGE, an aging-in-place program 
for Central Philadelphia seniors, needs 

volunteers for driving, friendly visiting, light 
household tasks, administrative and technical 
assistance, and committee work. Call 
215-925–7333, email info@pennsvillage.org 
or visit www.pennsvillage.org.

URBAN TREE CONNECTION (UTC) is a 
nonprofit organization that engages children 
and adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 
disadvantaged neighborhoods in 
community-based, urban-greening projects. 
Visit urbantreeconnection.org or contact 
Bruce Rapsher at utc@fpcphila.com.

THE UNIVERSITY CITY HOSPITALITY COALITION 
(UCHC) provides hot meals to anyone in 
need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and, during the academic year, 
Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed during 
the summer and academic breaks, when 
students are not available. In addition, First 
Church sponsors quarterly casserole 
“blitzes,” in which we prepare 30–40 
casseroles to be served at UCHC meals. 
These typically occur on the first Saturday of 
February, May, August and November, but 
check the bulletin for announcements. 
Contact Beverly Cowart 
(missions@fpcphila.com).

Volunteer Opportunities

Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

A Christmas Greeting from Dr. Frances Grant
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