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the Messenger
very year I write those words, or 
something like that, at the start 
of Advent. I have done so for 18 

years either to a congregation at large or 
to various groups within the two 
congregations I have served before I 
became your pastor. But as I set 
fingertips to keys (the new version of 
“pen to paper”) I had the realization that 
the season is totally new again for me 
this year.

It’s not just that I am living in a new 
city and leading a new congregation, 
though certainly that is significant—I am 
looking forward to learning and sharing 
all of First Church’s Advent traditions. 
No, it’s more than that, it goes much 
deeper. Advent is new every year.

To be sure, it’s not that the season 
isn’t a repetition from year to year. We all 
know it is. We will do some of the things 
we have done many, many times before 
again this year. We will sing the same 
hymns we always sing. We’ll carol on 
Walnut Street. We will have the Advent 
Luncheon. Actually, I don’t need to list 
everything that we will do because it’s in 
your calendar.

No, it’s not our practice that makes 
Advent new each year, it’s the world. 
The world needs the good news of Jesus 
Christ uniquely every year.

Some years the world needs the 
word the church has to share because the 
economy is bad and we can’t seem to 
escape the feeling that our personal 

worth is somehow tied to our 
productivity or success.

Some years the world needs the 
word the church has to share because our 
politics have gone rancid and we seem 
more divided than ever before. (We’re 
not, by the way. American politics have a 
long and storied history of division.)

Some years, we each personally need 
the word the church has to share because 
there is something going on in our own 
life that is traumatic—divorce, 
bankruptcy, disease—and we need to be 
pulled out of ourselves and reminded of 
the good news of God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ.

And let’s be honest, every year the 
church needs the word the church has to 
share—because we need to know that we 
are loved, that our work matters, that the 
salvation of humankind isn’t resting on 
our abilities, but rather on the stone the 
builders rejected.

So, as we gear up for “the season,” 
remember that—remember that the carol 
you are humming in the car might be the 
word of grace someone needs. 
Remember that your deeds of kindness 
and generosity might be a kinetic sermon 
on the grace of God. And please… in a 
world that seems sometimes to place 
enormous pressure on us to have the 
perfect holiday, be kind and generous to 
yourselves as well!

— Baron Mullis

E
“Well, Again the Season is Upon Us…”

The annual Advent luncheon, 
hosted by the Deacons, is next 
Sunday, December 9th, following 
the 11:00 A.M. service in Old 
Buttonwood Hall. All are 
welcome to attend and no 
reservations are necessary. The 
Deacons will provide the main 
dish and dessert. Last names 
A-M please bring a vegetable or 
salad; names ending N-Z please 
bring a starch such as a potato 
dish or macaroni and cheese, or 
applesauce.  For further 
information, please email Linda 
Deis (linda.deis@fpcphila.org) or 
Jean Witmer 
(jean.witmer@fpcphila.org).

Advent Lunch
Sunday, December 9

following 11 o’clock worship

Old Buttonwood Hall

DECEMBER 2
1st Sunday of Advent

Jeremiah 33:14–16
Psalm 25:1–10

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
Luke 21:25–36

DECEMBER 9
2nd Sunday of Advent

Malachi 3:1–4
Luke 1:68–79

Philippians 1:3–11
Luke 3:1–6

DECEMBER 16
3rd Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah 3:14–20
Isaiah 12:2–6

Philippians 4:4–7
Luke 3:7–18

DECEMBER 23
4th Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2–5a
Luke 1:46–55 or Psalm 80:1–7

Hebrews 10:5–10
Luke 1:39–45 (46–55)

DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve

Isaiah 9:2–7
Psalm 96:1–13
Titus 2:11–14

Luke 2:1–14 (15–20)

DECEMBER 30
1st Sunday after Christmas Day

1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26
Psalm 148

Colossians 3:12–17
Luke 2:41–52
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December 2018 at a Glance
Sunday, December 2 - First Sunday in AdventSunday, December 2 - First Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Group Spiritual Direction (Whitefield Room)
10:00 am Advent activities for all ages:

Making Advent wreaths
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Twenties & Thirties “First Sunday” Brunch 

(Irish Pub)

Monday, December 3Monday, December 3
11:00 am Congregational Care Team

Tuesday, December 4Tuesday, December 4
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, December 5Wednesday, December 5
10:00 am Worship Committee
7:30 pm Twenties & Thirties (T&T) Group

Thursday, December 6Thursday, December 6
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:45 pm Deacons Meeting

Friday, December 7Friday, December 7
6-9 pm Twenties & Thirties Christmas Party

Saturday, December 8Saturday, December 8
9:00 am Men’s Breakfast Group (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, December 9 - Second Sunday in AdventSunday, December 9 - Second Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Group Spiritual Direction (Whitefield Room)
10:00 am Advent activities for all ages:

Card making for homebound members
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Advent Lunch (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Tuesday, December 11Tuesday, December 11
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, December 12Wednesday, December 12
7:30 pm T&T Group

Thursday, December 13Thursday, December 13
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

Friday, December 14Friday, December 14
7-9 pm Band of Boomers Christmas Party

Group Spiritual Direction in Advent
On the four Sundays in Advent (December 2, 9, 16, and 23) the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will lead an experience of group spiritual 

direction from 9:45 to 10:45 AM in the Whitefield Room. 
This is an opportunity both to prepare for worship and to prepare for the gift of Christ’s coming; an opportunity to intentionally 

come into the presence of God, to quiet your mind, slow your breathing, and experience a sense of holy space with others. Through 
silence, music, prayer, meditation, and shared reflection, we will attend to the Spirit of God present in our lives and in our gathered 
community during Advent.  Whether you have been part of this group before, or want to experience it for the first time, you are 
warmly welcome. If you have questions, contact Barbara Chaapel (barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org).

Sunday, December 16 - Third Sunday in AdventSunday, December 16 - Third Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Group Spiritual Direction (Whitefield Room)
10:00 am Advent activities for all ages:

Trimming the Christmas tree
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
2:00 pm Cheer!  A Christmas Pops Concert with Calli 

Graver (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm A Service of Light in the Darkness (Sanctuary)

Monday, December 17Monday, December 17
7:00 pm fpcQ Christmas Party

Tuesday, December 18Tuesday, December 18
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, December 19Wednesday, December 19
7:00 pm Riverside Christmas Party

Thursday, December 20Thursday, December 20
6:30 pm Session

Sunday, December 23 - Fourth Sunday in AdventSunday, December 23 - Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Group Spiritual Direction (Whitefield Room)
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School (Cochran Room)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

Caroling after worship on Walnut Street
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols (prelude @ 3:40)

Reception following in Old Buttonwood Hall

Monday, December 24Monday, December 24
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Celebration Worship
11:00 am Christmas Eve Traditional Worship

Sunday, December 30 - First Sunday after ChristmasSunday, December 30 - First Sunday after Christmas
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
10:00 am Sunday School (Cochran Room)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

mailto:barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org
mailto:barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org
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Twenties & Thirties
Potluck Christmas Party

Friday, December 7th

6-9 pm
RSVP to Annie LeCluyse

(youngadults@fpcphila.org)

Christmas festivities began early for the T&Ts this year. 
Since mid-November, we have been planning how we can share 
the love of Christ with others this holiday season. This year we 
decided to continue to support Valley Youth House and many 
of their programs including their “PRIDE” program that 
provides housing education, case management, and rental 
assistance to LGBTQ youth and the Bucks Youth Shelter. We 
assembled a “Giving Tree,” which is now in Old Buttonwood 
Hall. We want to involve as many as possible in this project, and 
we invite the whole church to participate by taking an ornament 
from the tree (you do not have to select randomly) and 
purchasing the item listed on the ornament. Place the new, 
unwrapped items with the ornament attached under the Giving  
Tree. It is requested that all items be brought to the church on or 
before Sunday, December 16th, so the items can make their way 
to the youth by Christmas. 

In addition to our Christmas project, we just had 
“friendsgiving” at the end of November and will continue to 
have discussions on Wednesday nights around Advent. We will 
also be having our Christmas party on Friday, December 7th. 

For more information or to get involved with any of our 
activities, email youngadults@fpcphila.org and join our 
Twenties and Thirties Fellowship Group on Facebook.

—Annie LeCluyse

Band of Boomers
Christmas Party

hosted by Diane & Jon Rogers
Friday, December 14th

7-9 pm
RSVP to Shellie Unger
(boomers@fpcphila.org)

Christmas Party
hosted by

Larry Slagle &
Mete Egeman

Monday, December 17th @ 7 pm
RSVP to Larry Slagle
(fpcQ@fpcphila.org)

Twenties & Thirties Group

COME CELEBRATE THE SEASON

“Cheer”
by Calli Graver

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH

2 O’CLOCK

FEATURING:
SILAS IRVINE, NATHAN PENCE,

CONNER SALTZER, TONY DESANTIS,
IAN KAUFMAN, AND SAM GREENFIELD

mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/209251485885387/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/209251485885387/
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:youngadults@fpcphila.org
mailto:fpcQ@fpcphila.org?subject=
mailto:fpcQ@fpcphila.org?subject=
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Last month glass panels with inscriptions from the Old and 
New Testaments were installed on the walls of the 
columbarium space, completing the two years of construction. 
These glass panels are inscribed with verses from the Book of 
Lamentations and the Gospel of John. The Columbarium 
Committee made its final report to Session Thursday evening, 
November 17, 2018 and included the following information in 
its report:

• The planning for the columbarium commenced in 2012. 
From 2015 to the present these persons have been 
members of the committee involved in the planning and 
the construction: Phil Steinberg, Herb Valentine, Patricia 
Quigg, Sheila Ferguson, Joann Bailey, Heather Coyne, Patti 
Sassoli, Jesse Garner and William Leonard. Others 
providing assistance on particular aspects of the project 
were Stella Tsai, Andrea Bowman and Gregg Settle. 
Church Administrator Suzanne Riemann has provided 
invaluable support and coordination with the committee 
and the contractors.

• The estimated cost of the project approved by Session in 
December 2015 was $190,000. The actual final cost of the 
project was $174,088 — $15,912 less than the approved 
amount.

• Contributions to offset the cost of the columbarium were 
solicited from those persons reserving niches in the 
columbarium. To date those contributions, including 
current and promised testamentary gifts, are in excess of 
$100,000.

• To date, 19 of the 133 niches in the columbarium have been 
reserved, providing net revenues of $31,959.

Anyone desiring more information about reserving a niche 
in the columbarium should contact Church Administrator 
Suzanne Riemann.

— William Lake Leonard
Chair, Columbarium Committee

GLASS WALL PANELS COMPLETE COLUMBARIUM PROJECT

First Church has partnered with Urban Mosaic 
(www.urbanmosaic.net) for a number of years, working to 
bring faith, community and hope to the urban slums of Mexico 
City, with the ultimate goal of providing a model to address the 
problems faced by those residing in urban slums world-wide. 
Small teams from First Church have visited for both a “look-
and-see” weekend and a week-long work mission focusing on 
community health care. We plan a third missions trip the week 

of June 8-15, 2019. Please consider joining us, particularly if you 
have a health care background or are fluent in Spanish, 
although neither of these is necessary. We managed to make a 
positive difference without either in our work visit last May. 
Christ’s love, common sense, and organizational and computer 
skills can work wonders. Financial support is available. Please 
contact Beverly Cowart (missions@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

—Beverly Cowart

JOIN A MISSIONS TRIP TO THE SLUMS OF MEXICO CITY

https://www.urbanmosaic.net/
https://www.urbanmosaic.net/
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
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CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
We celebrate the Christmas season with the annual tradition of decorating First Church.  At this 
time, we are requesting donations to cover the expense of flowers and greens.  Please complete 
this form and place it with your donation in the box located in the church office marked 
“Christmas Flowers.” There is no designated amount.  However, PLEASE DO NOT ENCLOSE 
CASH!   Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and note “Christmas Flowers” 
in the memo line.  
The deadline for responses is December 18.
Your Name:  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Phone/E-mail:   !! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Check enclosed:  !! !  

Dedication (Please select:  In Memory/In Honor): 

!

!

!

Questions can be referred to Anita McLarin (anita.mclarin@gmail.com).

✁

The Advent and Christmas seasons are not always seasons of 
joy for everyone.  For many who mourn, who are anxious, 
who are afraid, who feel alone, who have suffered a loss, this 
can be a very difficult time.  First Church is offering a service 
of quiet meditation and reflection to bring light into the 
darkness.  All are invited and encouraged to bring those they 
know who need the light. 

Women’s Intergenerational Dinner 
Postponed Until Spring

Sadly, we were obliged to postpone the women’s dinner 
scheduled for November 16 due to the lack of heat in Old 
Buttonwood Hall. But we will put it back on the calendar for 
the spring. By then, the heat will be fixed, or we won’t need it!

—Ruth Camisa and Diane Rogers

Celebrate the Joy!

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 23rd

4:00 P.M.
Prelude music at 3:40 P.M.

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24
4:00 P.M. & 11:00 P.M.

mailto:anita.mclarin@gmail.com
mailto:anita.mclarin@gmail.com
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magine sitting in various plenary sessions and workshops 
and listening to hosts of presenters living their faith in total 
and daily commitment to making the world a more just and 

loving place. That is what three First Church members 
experienced at the Parliament of the World’s Religions in 
Toronto in early November. Carol, Diane, and Susy share their 
experiences in this month’s column.
Carol Cook

My visit to Toronto was a first in two ways: an introduction 
to a lively and friendly city and being part of an extraordinary 
interfaith experience, the Parliament of the World’s Religions. 
The three of us were an informal part of a Philadelphia 
delegation to the Parliament, which also included Margaret 
Somerville and Jesse Garner. The purpose of the parliament is to 
create dialogue between religions the world over, and to 
promote organizations and programs that work toward global 
justice, peace, and understanding. It brings people of different 
faiths together to get to know and understand each other, to 
present initiatives and projects they are involved in, and to 
learn from others. There was an amazing abundance of sessions 
focused on the themes of harmony, peace, justice, and 
sustainability, as well as plenary sessions that were moving and 
informative. My two-day stay at the convention was hardly 
enough, and I find I’m ready to sign up and invite others to 
attend the next gathering! However, the date of the next 
parliament.has not yet been announced by the convening 
organization, the Council for a Parliament of the World’s 
Religions.
Susy Christensen

One of the things that had a significant impact on me was 
the common theme throughout the sessions that the more one 
engages in interfaith, the more one strengthens one’s own faith.  
Discovering other faiths’ practices deepens your own beliefs by 
opening yourself to new ways to grow in your spiritual life. An 
example of that is several times a session started with 

meditation and I realized that in other faith traditions, there is 
more time spent on preparing oneself before one even starts to 
pray or to worship. When I take a moment to close my eyes, 
relax my body and focus on my breathing before I pray or 
worship, I find that I am more in tune with the worship 
experience.

Diane Rogers
I felt so awed by the inspiring speakers and at the same 

time so glad to be present in the multitude of justice seekers. I 
heard from an interfaith group working to counter religious 
extremists like Boko Haram in Nigeria, and from the Abrahamic 
Reunion (Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Druze) working to 
bring together those of different faiths in the Holy Land. We 
listened as Margaret Somerville related her experiences with 
interfaith contemplative practices in Gladwyne, which led them 
to feel called to visit and mourn with the Tree of Life Synagogue 
In Pittsburgh after the tragic shootings last month.

Perhaps one of the most memorable sessions I experienced 
was one where the presenters were Arun Gandhi, Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grandson, and Rev. James Lawson, who was a major 
tactician of the Civil Rights Movement and friend of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. They reminded us of the meaning of struggle—
not simply one protest, one march, one set of letters to 
Congress, but struggle that lasts months and years. The caravan 
of refugees now wending its way toward our border with 
Mexico was compared with Gandhi’s salt march.

The Parliament was a warm embrace with others open to 
connection and faith, but it was also an enormous challenge. 
Would I travel south to join the caravan at the Mexican border? 
Would I risk my life to speak for the victims of our global 
society? What is the role of our church? Are our leaders 
diplomats or prophets? How do we understand a covenantal 
relationship with God in the face of mass murder?

—Carol, Susy, and Diane

I
CONNECTING WITH OTHER FAITHS

Reflections on the Parliament of the World’s Religions

The Annual Riverside Christmas Party
All are invited to join First Church in bringing holiday 

cheer to residents of Riverside Presbyterian Apartments on 
Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00 PM. The Riverside 
Apartments, at 23rd & Race Streets, is a subsidized living 
space for both senior citizens and those who have special 
needs. Volunteers are needed to provide baked goods, 
healthy snacks, and entertainment—a song or reading of the 
season. Each year this event touches the hearts of so many 
people. Please contact Jordana Woodford 
(jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org)or the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org).

—Jordana Woodford

You’re invited to our annual

Riverside Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 12

7 pm

Riverside Presbyterian Apartments
23rd & Race Streets

10th Floor

mailto:jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org
mailto:jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
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If you haven’t attended a Celebration! Service in recent 
memory, it might be worth a visit some Sunday, even if the 
informal worship isn’t necessary your preferred style.

Liturgically, the service is reformed to its core—there are 
always confession of sin, proclamation of the Word, and we 
celebrate communion every Sunday. And pedagogically, the 
service is designed to bring children in to worship in a way that 
engages the particular learning styles and strengths of small 
children. There is a lot of repetition. There is a lot of activity. 
There is always a “hands on” time for the children. And since 
honesty is a core value of the church, I’ll admit there is a lot of 
noise too!

What you’ll also see is a growing edge for our 
congregation: we regularly have a solid showing of families 
with young children at this service.

And here is the thing about church: it’s not enough simply 
to worship together. We have to provide a place of nurture that 
expands what we experience in worship to a framework of faith 
in which to grow. So, recognizing this truth, and the truth of the 
growth of our congregation through the Celebration! Service, 
the Personnel Committee and the Session have concluded that it 
is time to expand our programming for young children and 
their families. We are enormously fortunate already to have 
someone on our staff who is committed to the faith nurture of 
families, the Reverend Sarah Weisiger.

In addition to her duties in membership development, 
Sarah will now oversee the creation and implementation of a 
program of Christian Education designed to assist children in 
growing in faith, and to assist their parents in raising their 
children in the faith.

We make baptismal vows every time a child of God is 
baptized at First Church. This expanded role is our way of 
living out those vows… but remember this: Sarah can’t be 
proxy for us in living out our baptismal vows, so look for the 
ways she is going to call on you to participate in the faith 
nurture of our children!

—Baron Mullis

Children and Youth Programming to 
Expand under Rev. Sarah Weisiger On Sunday, November 4th, our 

Missions Committee 
showcased many of the 
programs we support in a 
Missions Fair during fellowship 
hour following the 11:00 AM 
worship service.

There are many ways for those 
interested in serving at First 

Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia to get involved. 
There are overseas options as 
well as those that take place 
under our roof. We featured the 
Arc of Philadelphia, with its 
programs for those with 
intellectual and developmental 

disabilities; Wintershelter, a 
facility for the homeless to live 
safely during the coldest time of 
the year; Urban Mosaic, which 
engages inhabitants of 
impoverished barrios in Mexico 
City to become self-empowered; 
Reading Buddies, which 

engages elementary school-aged 
children in reading and 
fellowship; Urban Tree, helping 
city gardeners create gardens in 
food deserts within the city 
limits; Stand with Iraqi 
Christians, which has created a 

multi-faith school in the midst 
of Baghdad; and more. These 
programs provide pragmatic 
reasons to hope and help during 
a time when both are in short 
supply. Please stay tuned as we 
announce dates and times when 
you can get involved in the 
coming year.

—Bruce Rapsher
Missions Committee

MISSIONS FAIR

By the time you read this, 
our November meeting will 
already have occurred. We 
gathered to write Christmas 
cards to homebound 
members of our community 

and recent visitors.  We’re looking forward to lunch with 
Baron Mullis on January 10th!

--Diane Rogers & Ruth Camisa



T H E  M E S S E N G E R!

8! T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  I N  P H I L A D E L P H I A

n the last ten years, research by the National Study of Youth 
and Religion has consistently demonstrated that churches 
that nurture a lifetime of faith in their youngest members 

do so with the oldest technology that we have: relationships. It 
turns out that success is not to be found in the latest curriculum 
or the flashiest programming; what matters is that people 
develop nurturing, caring, Christ-based relationships with one 
another across age, gender, and family lines.

With that in mind, during the Advent season, we are 
planning a number of intergenerational activities with our Faith 
Formation class and we would love to encourage you to 
consider joining us. It is a great way to build relationships 
across the generations of our church and between the 
Celebration and Traditional service at First Church. We will be 
meeting every Sunday in Advent at 10:00 AM.

Join us December 2nd in Old Buttonwood Hall as together 
we make home Advent wreaths for family use and decorate live 
green wreaths for our Advent luncheon on December 9th. We 
have 20 live wreaths to decorate, and would love for you to 
plan on taking yours home after the luncheon on the 9th!

On December 9th, we will be decorating holiday cards that 
will be sent to our homebound friends and members at First 
Church. We would love to welcome individuals who have a 
personal connection to our homebound members so that they 
can help our youngest members learn more about the breadth 
of our church family.

December 16th is a Sunday not to be missed! We will gather 
following the Celebration Service in Old Buttonwood Hall for a 
boisterous holiday celebration featuring carol-singing as we 
decorate the Christmas tree together. We plan on providing hot 
cocoa and cookies to all revelers (if you would like to help us 
with this, please contact Rev. Sarah Weisiger).

On December 23rd, as we draw near to the birth of Christ, 
we will take some time to hear again the story of Christ’s birth. 
You are welcome to join us for our story-time, which has been 
an important opportunity for our youngest members to make 
meaning for themselves of the story by wondering together, 
creating artistic responses, and asking questions.

And for Christmas Season, we will celebrate the holidays in 
style on December 30th with a special Christmas Edition of 
Make a Joyful Noise, in which all are welcome to come and sing 
with us as we cheerfully embrace the good news that Immanuel 
is with us.

— Rev. Sarah Weisiger
Minister for Membership Development and Family Faith Formation

Join Us in Intergenerational Faith 
Formation Activities During Advent

I

CASSEROLE BLITZ SUCCESS!

Philadelphia is the only major U.S. city in which hunger 
rates have actually grown in recent years. On November 17, ten 
members and friends of First Church joined with two members 
of the University City Hospitality Coalition (UCHC) to prepare 
casseroles to feed the hungry in University City. In a mere 1.5 
hours, we created 40 casseroles (an important Biblical number!) 
that will provide a good meal to about 250 people with limited 
resources. Thanks largely to the efforts of Rebekah Horowitz, 
we also created a new recipe, enhancing the variety of the meals 
to be served. Casserole blitzes are held quarterly; please think 
about joining us. It’s great fun and fellowship, and a wonderful 
way to serve our neighbors.

— Beverly Cowart
Missions Committee

Moving First Forward - 
Growing in Gratitude

Pledge update (as of November 
27):  we have received 98 pledges 

for a total of $372,272 for 2019 
Annual Giving.  This compares 
with 92 pledges for $366,500 
for 2018 as of 11/28/17!  Thank 

you to all who have pledged!  If 
you have not yet submitted your 

pledge for 2019, there’s still time!  Please complete a pledge 
card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also 
pledge online at www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge.

http://www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge
http://www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge
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Member News

During the holidays, you might 
want to remember in your prayers or 
with cards some of our members who 
are on the Congregational Care List:

ADA ALLEN is in a memory care 
facility. Ed Allen, her husband, and 
others visit Ada regularly, and Ada 
always responds with a warmth that has 
always been so characteristic of her. 
Send cards to Ed, and he will see to it 
that Ada gets them.

FRANK BALDWIN is in a Bryn Mawr 
rehab center. Frank was at one time 
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia. A lawyer in background, 
Frank for many years served the greater 
church with a dedicated fervor. Please 
pray for and remember Frank.

ELEANOR BUCHANAN is in a memory 
care facility in King of Prussia. Eleanor 
was a very active and is a long-time 
member of FPC. Eleanor is described by 
her care-givers as “the walker.” She 
walks up and down the hallways of her 
facility, seldom slowing down long 
enough to be seated. Although Eleanor’s 
dementia is quite advanced, she loves to 
hold your hand while walking together, 
and is likely to say to you: “You are a 
nice girl (boy).” Being with Eleanor 
warms my heart.

BILL CORNWELL is in a Veterans 
Center in Spring City, PA. Bill is diabetic 
and recently underwent an amputation 
of his second leg, the first having been 
amputated over a year ago. Despite his 
limitations, Bill remains faithful to 
teaching a Bible Study class, and playing 
the piano for the VA worship services. 
Bill moves and inspires me by his faith 
and love for our Lord Jesus. Don’t forget 
Bill this holiday season.

DR. FRANCES GRANT is in a 
retirement facility called The Terrace, in 
the Chestnut Hill area. Frances is in her 
90s, but you would never know it to talk 
to her. Warm, compassionate, often 
humorous, she embraces with great love 
all who would visit her. Having taught 
in the Philadelphia schools as well as 

Temple University, Frances’ mind and 
intelligence continues to serve her well—
as she is interested in world news and 
events as well as local events. If you 
want a real pick-me-up, visit or call 
Frances.

EILEEN HALL is in a nursing facility 
in Ephrata, PA. Eileen’s time at FPC goes 
back to Dr. Somerville’s pastorate. Eileen 
loves hearing about members of the 
church that she remembers. She has 
wonderful scrap books of pictures of 
FPC gatherings and events dating back 
many years. Eileen spends most of her 
days in bed, but she is able to go to 
meals in a dining area. Eileen has the 
most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen.

MARC LLOYD is in a memory care 
unit of a facility in Chester, PA. Marc 
was a deacon of FPC, and warms up to 
any news about the church when I visit. 
Marc’s sense of humor still serves him 
well, and his prayers for me and the 
church at the end of our visits always 
brings me to tears. Remember Marc.

RUTH MCCANDLESS is also in 
memory care in a facility in Wallingford, 
PA. Ruth is a delightful lady, smiling, 
laughing, and full of stories of her 
childhood and early days in West 
Philadelphia. It is a pleasure to visit her.

JERRY and MARGARITE VALLERY live 
in their condominium in Philadelphia. 
Although they have health problems 
they manage to live on their own—even 
as they are in their 90s. They want to 
return to worship one day at FPC, and 
maybe they will. They are fortunate to 
have good family members who are a 
great help to them.

These folks’ addresses are in your 
Church Directories. They all have rich 
and ongoing histories with FPC. Pray for 
them; send them a holiday card, and 
remember what Jesus said: “As you do it 
to the least of these, my brothers and 
sisters, so you do it unto me.”

—Rev. Jerry K. Foote
Minister for Congregational Care

Congregational Care Update 

Park Bench in East Falls 
Dedicated to Doris Steinberg

On Saturday, November 17, a bench 
in McMichael Park in East Falls was 
dedicated to Doris Steinberg. The 
Steinbergs resided in the East Falls 
section of Philadelphia for over 40 years, 
and raised their family there. In 2011, 
Doris founded East Falls Village, a 
successful community organization 
designed to help older adults remain in 
their homes. She devoted time and 
enthusiasm to many other organizations 
in East Falls. Jesse Garner was a 
neighbor of the Steinbergs, and attended 
the bench unveiling to make a few 
remarks about Doris.  Marvin Keenze, 
who is also an East Falls resident, 
attended the unveiling with Doris’ 
family and many other East Falls 
residents.

—Phil Steinberg
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Elders
Class of 2019
Beverly Cowart
Karen Marston
Philip McMunigal
Emily Roan
Patricia Sassoli
Class of 2020
Susy Christensen
Heather Coyne
Cynthia Decrucq
Stella Tsai
Class of 2021
Carol Cook
Rebecca Melley
Larry Slagle
Shellie Unger

Deacons
Class of 2019
Linda Deis
Edna Dick
Dave Huting
Anita McLarin
Evelyn Schwartz
Class of 2020
Jack Melvin
Cynthia Olds-Greeley
Courtney Russ-Friedman
Don Williams
Class of 2021
Ruth Camisa
Carl Gakeler
João Magalhaes
William Swoope
Jean Witmer

Trustees
Class of 2019
Craig Boddorff
Andrea Bowman
Jennifer Gay
Karl Miller
Class of 2020
Rebekah Horowitz
Morgan Klinzing Minturn
Robert Linck
Cade Massey
Class of 2021
Jeannie Boehner
David Friedman
Elaine Rothbauer

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Pastor & Head of Staff
The Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist
Ms. Sue Riemann, Church Administrator
The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care
The Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership Development
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate
The Rev. Kenneth J. Ross, Parish Associate
The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate

the Messenger
Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout Design

201 South 21st Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 • 215-567-0532 fax: 215-567-7697 • fpcphila.org

Like us on our fan page or 
join our fellowship group.

Please submit all information for the January issue of The Messenger to communications@fpcphila.org by Friday, December 21st.

Join Penn’s Village as we celebrate 2019 
and look to our future.

Thursday,  January 10 from 5:30 - 8:00 PM
Thomas Jefferson University

Alumni Hall on Locust St. between 10th and 11th Streets

Penn’s Village belongs to residents and businesses who care 
about the vitality of Central Philadelphia neighborhoods. We are 
neighbors of all ages who want our community to work for 
residents who wish to thrive in their own homes as they age.

Please join us to learn about future plans and to toast 2019. 
Snacks, wine and soft drinks will be served. The hit musical 
Hamilton is coming to Philadelphia and we will be introducing 
our raffle for what promise to be difficult to obtain tickets. Yes, 
we already have them.

Please register by contacting info@pennsvillage.org  or 
215-925-7333. For further information about Penn’s Village’s visit 
our website: www.pennsvillage.org or call us at 215-925-7333.

CONGREGATION VOTES TO APPROVE 
BORROWING FROM PILP
A meeting of the congregation and the corporation of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia was held on Sunday, 
November 11, 2018.  The purposes of the meeting were 
two-fold:

1. To vote as a congregation to officially dissolve the 
pastoral relationship between the Rev. Jesse Garner and 
First Church

2. To vote upon the recommendation of Session to proceed 
with financing to address the church’s capital needs 
outlined in the Facilities and Maintenance Program 
(“FAMP”), as described at a previous meeting of the 
congregation on October 28, 2018.  (The Information 
about FAMP presented at the October 28 meeting, 
including a list of questions and answers can be found on 
our website www.fpcphila.org/famp.)

The Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Moderator, presented the motion 
from Session to concur with the request from the Reverend 
Garner to dissolve the pastoral relationship between him and 
the First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia.  The 
congregation voted to approve the motion.

Rebecca Melley, Clerk of Session, presented the motion from 
Session regarding financing to address the church’s capital 
needs.  The congregation and corporation voted to borrow 
money from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Investment and 
Loan Program, Inc. (PILP) in the amount of $1.6 million for 
the purpose of renovations.

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianPhiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianPhiladelphia
https://www.facebook.com/groups/55669150351/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/55669150351/
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
mailto:communications@fpcphila.org
mailto:info@pennsvillag.org
mailto:info@pennsvillag.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.fpcphila.org/famp
http://www.fpcphila.org/famp

