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LECTIONARY

the Messenger
always feel like we enter Advent 
through the back door. For one thing, in 
most years Advent begins on the 
Sunday immediately following 
Thanksgiving. While the harvest motif 

is an important theme during Advent (which 
is why “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” is 
a perfect hymn for that Sunday), the 
emotions we associate with Thanksgiving 
aren’t very Advent-y, and vice versa. So 
while still in Thanksgiving mode, we arrive 
at church and see an Advent wreath being lit, 
as well as other signs of the season, and it 
somehow feels premature. We’re not ready 
for Advent yet.

But in part, that’s the point. Advent is all 
about the need to get ready so that we are 
prepared. Not merely prepared for the 
second coming of Jesus Christ one day—
though it is that—but also the need to be 
ready for the spirit of Jesus breaking into our 
lives without warning simply in the midst of 
everyday life. Paul Stavrakos and I were just 
now walking across Rittenhouse Square and 
he asked me if I thought I would recognize 
Jesus if he were to come today. Not come 

with angels in all his heavenly glory, but 
come as he did in Bethlehem, incognito, born 
in a stable and laid in a manger. Who would 
have ever thought to look for the Son of God 
there?  

And who ever thinks to look for the Son 
of God in our midst right now? How would 
the Lord come among us? What would he 
look like? How would we recognize him? 
That’s the question that lies at the heart of 
Advent, and if Advent always seems to sneak 
up on us and catch us unprepared, well, 
again, that’s the point.

The sudden and completely unexpected 
death of our Church Administrator, Gwen 
Scott, this past week certainly caught us all 
by surprise. Gwen had worked for First 
Church for six years, and over that time 
made a significant contribution to the life of 
this congregation. She often worshipped with 
us, and was always pleasant, welcoming to 
all, and thoroughly professional in her duties. 
She will be sorely missed. May she rest in 
peace.  

—Jesse Garner

I
DECEMBER 4

SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT

Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

DECEMBER 11
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 1:46-55
James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

DECEMBER 18
FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT
Isaiah 7:10-16

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-25

DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4

John 1:1-14

DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

Advent Luncheon
The Deacons invite everyone—First 

Presbyterian Church members, visitors and 
friends—to stay after the 11:00 A.M. worship 
service on Sunday, December 11th for our 
annual Advent Luncheon. The Deacons plan 
and serve a beautiful meal with delicious 
food and great fellowship! It is a time when 
we can really enjoy the company of our 
long-time friends, meet new members and 
visitors, and learn more about each other, the 
Advent season and the many activities of the 
church. 

The meal this year will include roast 
beef, mashed potatoes, red cabbage and 
more. A vegetarian option will also be 
available. No reservation is necessary and 
there is no cost to attend. If you would like, 
you may bring a dessert to share. Please 

mark your calendars and plan to join us at 
this festive meal! Contact Fran Kraemer 
(fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org) with questions.

Advent
     Luncheon
             Sunday, December 11

Advent

mailto:fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org
mailto:fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org
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December 2016 at a Glance

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR GWEN SCOTT
New Life Kingdom Centre

120 E. Baltimore Avenue, Lansdowne, Pennsylvania
Saturday, December 10th at 10 AM

Viewing from 9-10 AM

Thursday, December 1Thursday, December 1
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:45 pm Deacons Meeting
Saturday, December 3Saturday, December 3
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday in AdventSunday, December 4 - Second Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Advent activities for all ages - Cookie baking 

for Riverside Party
9:45 am Lectionary Bible Study (MacColl Room)
9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Young Adult Brunch
Monday, December 5Monday, December 5
10:00 am Reading Buddies
11:00 am Congregational Care Team
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, December 6Tuesday, December 6
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, December 7Wednesday, December 7
10:00 am Community Bible Study (Old City Apartments)
7:30 pm Young Adult Group
Thursday, December 8Thursday, December 8
6:30 pm Session
Saturday, December 10Saturday, December 10
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday in AdventSunday, December 11 - Third Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Advent activities for all ages - Decorating the 

Christmas Tree
9:45 am Lectionary Bible Study (MacColl Room)
9:50 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Advent Lunch (Old Buttonwood Hall)
1:00 pm CCRA Sanctuary Tour
1:30 pm Cheer! - A Holiday Jazz Concert featuring Calli 

Graver
Monday, December 12Monday, December 12
10:00 am Reading Buddies

Tuesday, December 13Tuesday, December 13
7:00 pm Riverside Christmas Party
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, December 14Wednesday, December 14
10:00 am Community Bible Study (Old City Apartments)
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Thursday, December 15Thursday, December 15
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism Committee

Friday, December 16Friday, December 16
7:00 pm Young Adult Christmas Party

Saturday, December 17Saturday, December 17
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday in AdventSunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Advent activities for all ages - Visit from Santa
9:45 am Lectionary Bible Study (MacColl Room)
9:45 am Spiritual Direction Group (Whitefield Room)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)

Caroling on Walnut Street after worship
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
4:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols

Reception following
Monday, December 19Monday, December 19
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:00 pm Worship Committee

Tuesday, December 20Tuesday, December 20
6:30 pm LGBT Christmas Party
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, December 21Wednesday, December 21
7:00 pm Blue Christmas Service
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas EveSaturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Celebration Worship, Rev. Megan LeCluyse, 

preaching
11:00 pm Worship, Rev. Jesse Garner, preaching
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas DaySunday, December 25 - Christmas Day
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
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Christian Education

The month of December is a 
time in which a number of people 
look for ways to connect with God 
as they celebrate the holidays. It is 
one of the highest months for 
church attendance, and many 
people visit our church for the first 
time during December. Many 
people are looking for a spiritual 
home, a place where they can ask 
questions and find answers, or to 
experience God’s presence during 
the Advent and Christmas 
seasons. 

Now is a wonderful time to 
reach out to your neighbors and 
friends to invite them to worship 
with us on Sunday or join us for 
one of our many special services 
and traditions like the Riverside 
Christmas Party. It is also a time in 
which it is especially important to 
reach out to visitors who join us in 
worship so that they can 
experience the warmth and joy 
that this congregation has to offer. 
If you see new faces in worship, 
please be sure to introduce 
yourself, get to know them, and 
invite them into deeper 
participation in the life of Christ at 
First Church. 

When you talk to people who 
join our church, they almost 
always mention the warm 
community that caused them to 
want to come back. Let us 
continue to be a warm, welcoming 
community to all who pass 
through our doors this holiday 
season.

—Drew Harrison

Each One 
Reach One

Many thanks go to the youths and 
parents of First Church and East Falls 
for participating; and especially to 
Emily Roan, Eleanor Young and Jesse 
Garner for hosting; the Youth Retreat 
on Friday, November 19th and 
Saturday, November 20th. The group 
was treated to some great games, a 
pizza dinner, a viewing of Captain 
America: Civil War, a game of Romans 
and Christians, an evening prayer and 
a morning of Mission with the UCHC 
Casserole Blitz.

We continue to offer multiple Bible 
Studies during the Advent Season: 
Sunday Morning Lectionary Study, 
Men’s Bible Study, Women’s Bible 
Study and Community Bible Study. 
For information on any of these 
studies, please contact Drew Harrison 
or Jeffrey Halili.

Please consider participating in 
Advent activities each Sunday 
morning with the children of our 
church. These are great ways to get 
into the Spirit!

—Jeffrey Halili

Our new Women’s Bible Study 
held its first meeting this past 
November with a committed group of 
faithful disciples led by recently retired 
minister (and new member of our 
community) Jerry Foote. They meet 
each Tuesday evening from 7:00–8:30. 
They began their study with the book 
of Matthew. For anyone who is looking 
to learn more about what God is doing 

in their life, or who would like to 
develop strong connections with other 
women of faith studying together, this 
is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
and grow in Christ. No previous 
knowledge or study is necessary, and 
you are encouraged to drop in 
whenever you can. Contact Drew 
Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org) 
for more information.

Women’s Bible Study

With coffee, doughnuts, and some 
fruit to sustain us, 10 youth volunteers 
from First Church and East Falls 
Presbyterian Church, together with six 
adult volunteers from First Church and 
two from the University City 
Hospitality Coalition (UCHC), made 
30 casseroles from scratch in about an 

hour’s time on a recent Saturday 
morning. These will provide 
approximately 300 dinners to people 
who live on the fringes in our 
community. This is the second time our 
youth group has contributed to our 
quarterly effort on behalf of the 
hungry and homeless in our 

community, and they were 
clearly committed to the task.
It’s amazing how good it 
feels to have actually done 
something worthwhile by 
10:00 on a Saturday morning. 
We hope others will feel led 
to join us in future blitzes. 
Volunteers are also needed at 
UCHC dinners over the 
holidays. Contact Beverly 
Cowart 
(missions@fpcphila.org, or 
215-382-4315) for details.

—Beverly Cowart

Casseroles and Kids

mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
mailto:missions@fpcphila.org
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Music at First
Songs Overseas

Enveloped in the meditative intonations of the choir, 
the words we sang in the hymn “When in Our Music, 
God is Glorified” ring true. “How often, making music, 
we have found a new dimension in the world of sound, 
as worship moves us to a more profound alleluia! So has 
the Church in liturgy and song, in faith and love, 
through centuries of wrong, born witness to the truth in 
every tongue: alleluia!” Together, we rejoiced in hymns 
of praise and opened our hearts in prayer. 

Week after week, we are graced with the beautiful 
music our very talented choir and organist make. Few 
words can adequately describe the feeling when the 
music offers a brief refuge from the busy world, lifts the 
weight off our wearied souls and let them soar, and lets 
us share an intimate moment with God. From the first 
Sunday I came to First Church, I knew that this was a 
special congregation, with a special worship service that 

moved me closer to God. An integral part of that 
worship experience is created through our music. 

Shouldn’t we share the amazing blessing we receive 
every week? We have the opportunity, now, to share the 
talents and gifts nurtured here, at our corner of 21st and 
Walnut, with the wider world. We can help spread the 
gospel of love through music. Wouldn’t you agree that 
the world needs a little more love right now? 

Please help us send the Chancel Choir to Truro 
Cathedral in England next summer. We can share our 
magnificent gift of music and share our witness with so 
many people. Please give generously so that we can 
make this trip a reality. Help the Chancel Choir lead 
worship at Truro and move that congregation to a new, 
and profound alleluia through music. 

Thank you!  And please, give what you can! 
—Cory Clippinger

he Chancel Choir is well underway with their 
fundraising for Songs Overseas—their trip to Truro 
Cathedral in August. Unlike some other types of 
fundraisers, a trip like this has a “cash flow” 

element, for deposit deadlines, plane tickets, and the like. 
While we are confident that we will reach our goal, it is 
important to have funds on hand when these payments are 
due. Would you consider helping us make sure 
we can make our deadlines by giving now? 
There are two methods to give: the old-fashioned 
way with either cash or check designated to 
“Songs Overseas”or, for our tech-savvy folks, via 
the church’s online giving page, where we have 
added an option to give directly to Songs 
Overseas. It is the season of giving, and we hope 
that you will be inspired to be generous!

Why not consider joining us in England as a 
companion? There are still seats available, and 
they could be yours for the very reasonable price 

of $2,250. That fee covers airfare, all ground transportation, 
and accommodation. You will be able to experience the 
magic of the choirs’ music in one of England’s magnificent 
cathedrals, in addition to seeing other noteworthy sites in 
Cornwall, and having a wonderful group experience. If you 
are interested in joining us, please speak with Andrew Senn.

T

THE RICH AND BEAUTIFUL TRADITION OF EVENSONG LIVES ON AT FIRST CHURCH
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AGO Noon Recitals
For the month of December, First 

Church is hosting the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists Tuesday Noon Recitals. They 
start at noon and last 30 minutes. The 
performers are Clara Gerdes (The 
Curtis Institute) on December 6, 
Edward Landin (Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church) on December 13, 
Andrew Senn (First Church) on 
December 20, and Paul Fejko (Gloria 
Dei ‘Old Swedes’) on December 27. 
They are free and all are welcome. 
Please join us and welcome these 
organists to our renown instrument!

CHEER! - A HOLIDAY JAZZ CONCERT 

"Cheer" is a wonderful way to celebrate the holidays 
with First Church Chancel Choir member Calli Graver and her 
fantastic ensemble of jazz musicians!  Her interpretations of 
seasonal classics and carols are creative yet familiar, and for 
all ages.  Calli's experience as a vocalist 
spreads across all genres, but the innovation 
and spirit of jazz sits very close to her heart, 
especially at this time of year.  This hour-long 
concert immediately follows the Advent 
Luncheon. There is no cost for entry, but a 
free-will offering will be taken to benefit 
Songs Overseas, the Chancel Choir's trip to 
England in August. Please come and bring 
your friends and family for a wonderful Christmas program!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 @ 1:30 PM

e celebrate the Christmas season with the annual 
tradition of decorating First Church.  At this time, we are 

requesting donations to cover the expense of flowers and greens.  
Please complete this form and place it with your donation in the 
box located in the church office marked “Christmas Flowers.” 
There is no designated amount. However, PLEASE DO NOT 
ENCLOSE CASH!  Please make checks payable to First 
Presbyterian Church and note “Christmas Flowers” in the memo 
line.  

The deadline for responses is December 18.

Your Name:  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Phone/E-mail:   !! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Check enclosed:  !! !  
Dedication (Please select:  In Memory/In Honor): 
!
!
!
Questions can be referred to Linda Deis (deismeister@verizon.net 
or 215-579-9091).

✁

W
Christmas Decorations

The Annual Riverside 
Christmas Party

The Riverside Apartments 
Christmas Party is on Tuesday, 
December 13th at 7:00 P.M.!  The 
Riverside Apartments, at 23rd and Race 
Streets, is a subsidized living space for 
both senior citizens and those who 
have special needs. The residents are 
always grateful to have people from 
First Church to celebrate with them. We 
provide a little entertainment for the 

residents in terms of music and poetry, 
an epic performance of the Twelve 
Days of Christmas, and a carol sing 
that gets us all in the spirit. Anyone 
who has come to the Riverside Party 
would agree with Jesse when he says 
“It's not Christmas at First until we’ve 
celebrated with Riverside!” Please let 
Jeff Halili (jeffrey.halili@fpcphila.org) 
know if you are interested and can join 
us!

 “It's not Christmas 
at First until we’ve 

celebrated with 
Riverside!” 
—Jesse Garner

mailto:jeffrey.halili@fpcphila.org
mailto:jeffrey.halili@fpcphila.org
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For many of us, the Advent and Christmas seasons are 
our favorite times of the year. Festive decorations and 
gatherings with friends and family bring us joy to keep us 
warm the whole winter long. But it is 
not a season of joy for everyone. 
December is an especially important 
time to reach out to people in our 
community who might have reasons 
to feel blue this time of year. The 
constant refrains on television of the 
happiness of the season, joyful 
families, and buying and giving gifts 
can be reminders of what was lost or 
never ours in the first place. For 
some, this will be the first Christmas 
without a loved one. For others, the 
season is a reminder of broken 
relationships, troubled family, or a 
home to which they cannot go. For 
many, the constant encouragements 
to buy and spend and do are 
exhausting and overwhelming.

The weariness of ill health, the pain of loneliness, the 
anguish of broken relationships, the worries about how to 

pay for it all—all of these can make us feel very alone in the 
midst of the celebrating and spending. In response, First 
Church will be offering a Blue Christmas service to make 

room to acknowledge our griefs, 
wounds, and anxieties this season. 
The service will allow space to 
remember what and whom we have 
lost, acknowledge our fears and our 
hurts, and sooth our anxiousness. In 
prayer, meditation, and song, we will 
remind ourselves to look for the light 
shining in the darkness that the 
darkness does not overcome.
If you are feeling blue this holiday 
season, you are invited to attend the 
service Wednesday, December 21st 
7:00 P.M. You need no strong reason 
for having the blues. But if you’re 
tired, anxious, or lonely, join us for 
this service of healing and prayer to 
spend some time with the One who 

comforts those who sit in darkness and be reminded that 
God’s light comes even in our darkest hours.

—Drew Harrison

Blue Christmas
A service of healing and wholeness

Wednesday, December 21 @ 7 pm
God’s light comes to us

...even on the darkest of nights

Blue Christmas

Penn’s Village is pleased to offer a 
support/discussion group for 
caregivers and others interested in 
discussing issues of aging. Topics may 
include the emotional impact of 
chronic illness, caring for the caregiver, 
or losing a loved one. Some sessions 
will include articles for reading and 
discussion.

Eileen Glass, retired social 
worker/member and Penn’s Village 
Volunteer Coordinator, will moderate 
with back-up from retired social 
worker/member, Elisabeth Doolan 
(Eileen and Elisabeth are former 
business partners). The group plans to 
meet once a month.

The group is open to Villager and 
Neighbor members who feel they 
could benefit from these discussions, 
plus past members of the caregiver 
group. Nonmembers who are 
interested are encouraged to join 

Penn’s Village to participate in this 
opportunity.

If you are interested and/or have 
questions about the support group, 
email Eileen directly at 
eileen.glass@yahoo.com. Questions 
about Penn’s Village membership 
should be sent to Jane Eleey, Executive 
Director, at jane@pennsvillage.org. 
Space is limited so please respond 
quickly.

The first meeting will be held at 
the Penn's Village offices on Monday 
December 5, 11:00 A.M. to noon. 
Location and schedule going forward 
will be discussed at that meeting. If 
you miss this meeting, feel free to 
contact us with your interest and we 
will send you information about 
Penn’s Village membership as well as 
the next meeting time and place.

—Jane Eleey
Executive Director, Penn’s Village

Columbarium 
Construction 

Scheduled to Begin in 
January

The agreement with MJ 
Settelen Construction, LLC, 
general contractor for the 
construction of the First 
Presbyterian Church 
columbarium, was signed on 
October 7, 2016. Work on the 
project is scheduled to 
commence in late January and 
should be completed by the end 
of March.

Detailed policies and 
procedures about the 
columbarium, as well as 
applications for reservations 
columbarium niches, will be 
forthcoming in January. 

—William L. Leonard 

Penn’s Village Offers Support Group for Caregivers

mailto:eileen.glass@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:eileen.glass@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:jane@pennsvillage.org
mailto:jane@pennsvillage.org
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New Members

SALLY MCKENZIE and her husband 
Tod moved to Philadelphia recently 
for Tod to take a job as Senior V.P. of 
Corporate 

Communications and Public Affairs 
at Aramark. Their oldest son also 
works for Aramark in Fenway Park 
in Boston. They have two other 
children, Connor, who is in Fiji on 
assignment with the Peace Corps, 
and Brooklyn, currently a senior at 
the University of Georgia. 

Sally has developed an interest 
in history and home genealogy and 
has enjoyed researching their 
current home. She enjoys great 
restaurants and loves to sing 
whenever she gets the chance. Sally 
loves the music, programs, and the 
warm welcome that she received at 
First Church.

MEMBER NEWS

LGBT Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 20 @ 6:30 PM

The LBGT Group of First Church will hold its annual 
Christmas Party at the home of Larry Slagle & Mete 

Egemen in Fairmount. For more information, contact 
Larry Slagle (lrslagle@gmail.com).

Deaths
GWEN SCOTT, our Church 
Administrator, died suddenly and 
unexpectedly on November 28, at 
her home. Gwen had not felt well 
for the past few weeks, but no one 
had any idea that she was so sick.

Gwen’s funeral will be held at 
10:00 A.M. on Saturday, December 
10 at New Life Kingdom Centre, 
120 East Baltimore Avenue in 
Lansdowne, PA.  There will be a 
viewing from 9:00-–10:00 A.M.

First Church held its first Parent’s 
Night Out on Saturday, November 5th, 
sponsored by the Membership and 
Evangelism Committee. Parents’ Night 
Out was an opportunity for our parents 
of young children to come together for 
fellowship, camaraderie, and good 
conversation between adults. With 
special organizing help from Allen and 
Jesse Garner, we shared pizza, salad, 
pecan pie, and two blissful hours of 
knowing that our children were in 
someone else’s capable hands. Though 
the crowd was small, we had a great 

time, and look forward to having 
Parent’s Night Out again in the future.

Coming up December 10th at 4:15 
P.M., First Church Families with Young 
Children is going to see the Electrical 
Spectacle Holiday Light Show at 
Franklin Square Park. We’ll meet at the 
Southeast entrance (corner of 6th and 
Race Streets), to catch the 4:30 light 
show, and then stay as long as you like 
afterwards. Contact 
drew.harrison@fpcphila.org for more 
info.

—Drew Harrison

First Church Families with Young Children

The Young Adult Group has 
organized a Giving Tree in Old 
Buttonwood Hall for this Advent 
Season. Please choose an ornament 
from the tree (you do NOT have to 
select randomly). Purchase the item 
listed on the ornament and place 
unwrapped gifts under the tree with 
the ornament attached by Sunday, 
December 11. The gifts will be 
delivered to young adults that are part 
of the PRIDE program with the Valley 
Youth House. 

You can also make a monetary 
donation towards any remaining gifts 
on the tree; checks (made payable to 
First Presbyterian Church) with "Giving 
Tree" in the memo line can be left in 
the church office. The Young Adults 
will go shopping for any items from 
“unclaimed” gift tags left on the tree 
on Wednesday, December 7. For more 
information contact Annie LeCluyse, 
Young Adult Leader.

Young Adults Sponsor a Giving Tree

mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
mailto:annie.lecluyse@fpcphila.org?subject=Giving%20Tree
mailto:annie.lecluyse@fpcphila.org?subject=Giving%20Tree
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THE MESSENGER

Patti Sassoli, Executive Editor
Owen Robbins, Layout and Design

Please submit all information for the 
January issue of The Messenger to 
communications@fpcphila.org by 

Friday, December 23rd.

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Jesse B. Garner, Minister
The Rev. Megan LeClyuse, Celebration Team Leader

The Rev. Drew Harrison, Membership and 
Congregational Care Director

The Rev. Barbara A. Chaapel, Parish Associate
The Rev. Kenneth Ross, Parish Associate

The Rev. Herbert D. Valentine, Parish Associate
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music & Organist

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Int. Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader

DEACONS
! Class of 2017

Robert Cole, Elena Colon,
Marc Lloyd, Cynthia Olds-Greeley

Class of 2018
Fred Barfoot, Miles Davis, Frances Kraemer,

Cathy Lever, Jean Witmer
Class of 2019

Linda Deis, Edna Dick, Dave Huting,
Anita McLarin, Evelyn Schwartz

The First 
Presbyterian Church
IN THE CITY OF  PHILADELPHIA

201 South 21st Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103
 215-567-0532 fax: 215-567-7697 • fpcphila.org

ELDERS
! Class of 2017

Christina Carl, Jeff Halili, Larry Slagle, 
Suellen Smith, Jim Wilson

Class of 2018
Jen Johnson, Rebecca Melley,

Allan Schimmel, George Schneider
Class of 2019

Beverly Cowart, Roselyn Hsueh, 
Philip McMunigal, Emily Roan, Patricia Sassoli

TRUSTEES 
! Class of 2017

Rebekah Horowitz, Tom Lever, Robert Linck, 
Cade Massey, Jon Rogers

Class of 2018
Joann Bailey, Jeannie Boehner, 

Gary Christensen, Leila Vaughan
Class of 2019

Craig Boddorff, Andrea Bowman, Mike Carl, 
Jennifer Gay, Robert Romano

CHURCH OFFICERS

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare or 
deliver meals for people with HIV, diabetes, 
undergoing chemotherapy, or other 
conditions requiring quality nutrition. Contact 
Jen Stackhouse, Volunteer Manager at 
215-496-2662 ext 138 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

READING BUDDIES volunteers are needed to 
help children learn to read, and make a 
friend. Volunteers are needed at First Church 
and other locations throughout the city. 
Contact Pat Quigg at 
readingbuddies@aol.com.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S WEST 
PHILADELPHIA REPAIR INITIATIVE (WPRI) is an 
urban ministry that assists homeowners in 
West Philadelphia with repairs to their homes. 
The organization needs volunteers. Work can 
involve painting, installing sheetrock, 
windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. Volunteers 
do not need any experience. If you have 
interest in being a volunteer, please contact 
the Missions Committee at 
missions@fpcphila.org.

URBAN TREE CONNECTION (UTC) is a 
nonprofit organization that engages children 
and adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 

disadvantaged neighborhoods in 
community-based, urban-greening projects. 
Visit urbantreeconnection.org or contact 
Bruce Rapsher at utc@fpcphila.com.

PENN’S VILLAGE, an aging-in-place program 
for Central Philadelphia seniors, needs 
volunteers for driving, friendly visiting, light 
household tasks, administrative and technical 
assistance, and committee work. Call 
215-925–7333, email info@pennsvillage.org 
or visit www.pennsvillage.org.

THE UNIVERSITY CITY HOSPITALITY COALITION 
(UCHC) provides hot meals to anyone in 
need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and, during the academic year, 
Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed during 
the summer and academic breaks, when 
students are not available. In addition, First 
Church sponsors quarterly casserole 
“blitzes,” in which we prepare 30–40 
casseroles to be served at UCHC meals. 
These typically occur on the first Saturday of 
February, May, August and November, but 
check the bulletin for announcements. 
Contact Beverly Cowart 
(missions@fpcphila.com).

Volunteer Opportunities

Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

Celebrate the Joy!

A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 18 at 
4:00 PM

Prelude music at 3:40 PM

The Chancel Choir
 with brass and timpani

Christmas Eve
4:00 PM & 11:00 PM

Christmas Day
9:00 & 11:00 AM
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