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f there’s been a less “spring like” 
Easter in recent years than this 
one, I don’t remember it. I 

certainly don’t remember it snowing 
the day after Easter like it did this year, 
particularly since for years now I’ve 
gone fishing for the first time each year 
on the day after Easter. But not this 
year. Even I don’t go fishing in the 
snow. Still, it’s got to warm up one of 
these days, and hopefully fairly soon.  

It should be an exciting spring 
here. After the excitement of the Eagles 
winning their very first Super Bowl 
this winter, Villanova has just followed 

up with another NCAA basketball 
championship, their second in just the 
past three years. There’s excitement, 
too, about the chances of both the 
Sixers and the Flyers in the playoffs, 
and even the Phillies look to be more 
competitive this year though their new 
manager has certainly gotten off to a 
rough start. Still, all in all things are 
looking up for Philadelphia across the 
board.

Things are looking up for First 
Church, too. After a wonderful 
celebration of Easter following a 
deeply meaningful Holy Week, we’re 
entering the home stretch of the 
pastoral transition process we began 
now almost two years ago. The Pastor 
Nominating Committee has been hard 
at work evaluating a very promising 
field of candidates to be our next 

pastor, and will be making some very 
important decisions in the next month 
or two. More than ever, they need our 
prayers for the successful conclusion of 
their work and for a blessing upon 
their efforts.  

These are indeed exciting times. 
Easter blessings to you all!

—Jesse Garner
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Looking Ahead

I

APRIL 1—EASTER 
Isaiah 25:6–9 

Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24
1 Corinthians 15:1–11

Mark 16:1–8 

APRIL 8
Acts 4:32–35 

Psalm 133
1 John 1:1–2:2
John 20:19–31 

APRIL 15
Acts 3:12–19 

Psalm 4
1 John 3:1–7

Luke 24:36b–48 

APRIL 22
Acts 4:5–12 

Psalm 23
1 John 3:16–24
John 10:11–18 

APRIL 29 
Acts 8:26–40 

Psalms 22:25–31
1 John 4:7–21
John 15:1–8 
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Interested in First Church?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a 

part of the life and ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend our new 
member class on Saturday, April 28th from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. The class is 
informal and explores what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, 
and how to get involved at First Church. For more information, contact Sarah 

(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org).

Eleven o’clock worship in the sanctuary on Easter

Easter Celebration! service in 
Old Buttonwood Hall

the Messenger
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April 2018 at a Glance
Sunday, April 1 - EasterSunday, April 1 - Easter
7:00 am Easter Sunrise Vigil (Sanctuary)
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, April 2Monday, April 2
Church office closedChurch office closed

Tuesday, April 3Tuesday, April 3
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, April 4Wednesday, April 4
6:30 pm Constitution Seminar

Thursday, April 5Thursday, April 5
6:30 pm Trustees
6:45 pm Deacons

Saturday, April 7Saturday, April 7
9:00 am Men’s Bible Study (Cafe @ DiBruno’s)

Sunday, April 8Sunday, April 8
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Make a Joyful Noise (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:15 pm Young Adult “First Sunday” Brunch (Irish Pub)
2:30 pm Concerts@First - Music of Trumpet & Organ

Monday, April 9Monday, April 9
10:00 am Reading Buddies
11:00 am Congregational Care Group

Tuesday, April 10Tuesday, April 10
12:30 pm Women of Wit & Wisdom Lunch (Old 

Buttonwood Hall)
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, April 11Wednesday, April 11
6:30 pm Constitution Seminar

Thursday, April 12Thursday, April 12
6:30 pm Session

Sunday, April 15Sunday, April 15
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
12:30 pm Band of Boomers Brunch

Monday, April 16Monday, April 16
10:00 am Reading Buddies

Tuesday, April 17Tuesday, April 17
9:30 am WiseRetirees
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, April 18Wednesday, April 18
10:00 am Worship Committee
6:30 pm Constitution Seminar

Thursday, April 19Thursday, April 19
5:30 pm Membership & Evangelism

Saturday, April 21Saturday, April 21
10:00 am Urban Tree Volunteer Day
10:00 am Constitution Seminar

Sunday, April 22Sunday, April 22
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, April 23Monday, April 23
10:00 am Reading Buddies
6:30 pm Missions Committee

Tuesday, April 24Tuesday, April 24
6:30 pm PNC Meeting
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, April 25Wednesday, April 25
7:30 pm Young Adult Group

Saturday, April 28Saturday, April 28
9:00 am New Member Workshop
10:00 am FPC Bike Ride

Sunday, April 29Sunday, April 29
9:00 am Celebration! Worship (Old Buttonwood Hall)
9:45 am Christian Education
11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary)
12:15 pm Fellowship (Old Buttonwood Hall)

Monday, April 30Monday, April 30
10:00 am Reading Buddies

Women of Wit & Wisdom will next meet on Tuesday (note change of day), 
April 10, 12:30 PM, for lunch in Old Buttonwood Hall. We will share our personal 
journeys, career paths, and other adventures. Join us and discover why we First 
Church Sisters are women of wit and wisdom! Please RSVP no later than 
Thursday, April 5, to the church office (office@fpcphila.org; 215-567-0532). 
(Attendees will be responsible for the cost of their lunch.)

mailto:office@fpcphila.org
mailto:office@fpcphila.org
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Concerts@First
presents

Baroque & Modern Music
for

Trumpet & Organ
Sunday, April 8th @ 2:30 pm

with

Peter Bond
The Metropolitan
Opera Orchestra

Andrew Senn
First Presbyterian

Church

Peter Bond has been a member of the Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra since 1992. He occasionally escapes 
the opera pit for masterclass, recital or other solo 
engagement, but (so far) authorities have managed to 
drag him back every September for yet another opera 
season. 

Born in Texas and raised in Illinois, Mr Bond’s 
musical career began with stints in Atlanta and 
Albuquerque before moving to the New York area. This 
may explain why the only place he feels truly at home 
is behind a trumpet. Having lived behind one trumpet 
or another for 50 years now, he is anxious to perform 
this program in Philadelphia with Andrew Senn before 
his teeth fall out. 

Mr. Bond is the author of two soon-to-be-released 
books; Essential Opera Excerpts for Trumpet (Hickman), 
and a method book, The Singing Trumpet (Presser). 
Cherry-picked critics agree that no self-respecting 
musical coffee table should be without either tome. 
They disagree, however, about the wisdom of his 
continuing to perform in public. 

Mr Bond lives in Leonia, NJ with his wife Carla 
Reilly-Bond, a scholar and mezzo-soprano specializing 
in early music. She is also an ardent brass critic, which 
illustrates once again that we can’t have everything.

The Personnel Committee has 
approved engaging the Rev. Sarah 
Weisiger as Director of Membership 
Development (DMD). In her new 
position, Sarah will oversee programs 
of membership and evangelism. She 
will work with Jesse Garner and the 
Membership & Evangelism committee 
to nurture people into the life and 
ministry of First Church. 

Sarah Weisiger was born and 
raised in the Bay Area. She left her 
home in response to God’s call in order 
to attend the University of Southern 
California and later seminary at the 
Harvard Divinity School. After 
exploring a call to chaplaincy in the US 
Navy, Sarah embraced traditional 
church ministry and has never looked 
back. She was ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in 
November 2009 and has served as a 

solo pastor in churches in western 
New Jersey and the Philadelphia area. 
Most recently, she served as the pastor 
of Ivyland Presbyterian Church, a faith 
community centered on hospitality, 
peacemaking, and the arts. As part of 
her ministry, she also served as the 
Chaplain for the Ivyland Fire 
Company. Sarah and her husband, 
Alex, live in Wynnewood and keep 
busy gardening, making things, and 
chasing their three children (Amelia, 
Jeremiah, and Abraham) through the 
streets of their town, which is, 
incidentally, a great way to get in a 
run.

Though the Rev. Weisiger has been 
attending the Celebration! service for 
several months with her family, Sarah 
began her work as Director of 
Membership Development in 
mid-March; Jesse Garner introduced 

Rev. Weisiger during worship at the 11 
o’clock service on March 11. Be sure to 
introduce yourself and welcome Sarah 
to the First Church family.

—Allan Schimmel, Chair
Personnel Committee

WELCOME TO REV. SARAH WEISIGER, OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
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hen I was approached about 
being on the Pastoral 
Nominating Committee, I 
thought I knew what that 

would involve, but, as I have learned over 
the past year of almost weekly meetings, I 
didn’t have any idea! It has been fascinating, 
gratifying and challenging to be part of this 
diverse and supportive PNC group. We 
balance and learn from each other, as we 
grow personally and spiritually, in our quest 
for Just the Right One! We are excited to be 
closing in though, with an excellent final 
group of candidates.

Meanwhile, I believe we are all very 
conscious of our need for help, from each 
other, from the church, from those in our 
families who support us, and from God (of 
course, I was just saving the best for last) in 
our task. 

The very concept of being responsible 
for “discernment” in our selection is one 
that rattles the validity of our 
thoughtfully-created evaluation charts and 
makes us think, pray, talk, and do all those 
things over and over again—to keep our 
minds, hearts, and spirits open. We need to 
be ready to hear the still small voice—and 
not let our own perspectives or biases or 
priorities override that whisper. I find that 
to be the most daunting part of our task (in 
terms of my security and efficient, 
pragmatic approach to most things), while 
we also get through the many interview 
steps and processes, meetings, etc. 

But, one of the best parts, and at this 
late juncture it is a big part, is opening 
ourselves to the sermons that we hear from 
candidates—online and in person—and 
their personal sharing, in interviews, of their 
truths, hopes, challenges, and personalities. 
It is a rich and wondrous experience to 
listen to their sermons with an open spirit 
and let the word, from the best efforts and 
hearts of a very talented and inspirational 
group of preachers, come into our lives.

Serving on the PNC has been an 
unexpected gift from God to me. It has 
opened me to a wealth of experience, love, 
and appreciation. I trust that the person we 
propose as your new pastor will also be a 
gift from God to you—and someone who 
will guide and walk with you, in grace, on 
your spiritual and life journey.

And then there was the food—another 
previously unknown aspect of being on a PNC. 
You might want to know about this, too, 
especially since I was teasing Diane, our 
PNC Communications Coordinator, that my 

Messenger article was just going to be about 
what we ate. This is your bonus PNC 
update article, from me!

Dave Huting graciously gathered us, in 
our initial meeting, at his home and Cynthia 
Decrucq informed us that she would (and 
she did) bring a lasagna. We also had a 
Caesar salad. This made for a great 
opportunity to get to know each other better 
right off the bat, as we found out from 
Reggie Amoa, about when we were ready to 
sit down to eat, that he doesn’t eat dairy. 
This was disclosed just after the Parmesan 
had been added to the salad and days after 
the email about having lasagna. But Reggie 
somehow trusted that he would have 
something to eat (he has great faith, that 
one—as do so many on the PNC!) and, lo 
and behold, Dave did have a supply of 
frozen chili, which was quickly warmed up 
and enjoyed by Reggie, as we all ate lasagna 
and slightly cheesy salad (and had good 
bread and wine, for a religious note).

Since we were usually going to meet on 
Tuesday nights, we were told there was a 
budget for providing us with a light dinner, 
so that we would have no excuse to lie 
down and give up during our task at hand. 
At least, not from lack of dietary sustenance.

We started with certain people being 
responsible for bringing the food, such as 
sandwiches from Wegman’s, Day by Day, 
some pizza. Then it was my turn, which was 
the end of that notion of individual 
responsibility. I am not quite sure why, 
although I know that sometimes I do tend to 
go over the top, especially with food, but I 
thought I did a very nice job. I brought a 
homemade Salade Nicoise (I lived in France 
for 15 years and can even pronounce that 
fairly well), for people to assemble on their 
own (lest anyone have secret allergies or 
food aversions; I had learned to be cautious 
with this bunch), with the home-washed 
and chopped up organic salad greens, hard 
boiled eggs (organic and from hens who 
only ate nice things in a sunny pasture), 
Yukon Gold boiled potatoes, steamed fresh 
green beans, grape tomatos, olives Nicoise, 
homemade tuna confit, baguette, etc., with a 
French tablecloth, Provençal dinnerware, 
some sparkling rose-colored drink from 
Trader Joe’s in a curvaceous glass bottle that 
looked like it would yield a wildly 
rambunctious evening (false advertising in 
this case) .... But, after that, no more 
bringing food. A decision was 
communicated that we would order out and 
coordinate with Sue Riemann for us to pick 

up or have the items delivered (way back 
when we ate cold food—last summer). I 
have tried not to take it personally (but, it 
was right after my bringing the dinner!). 
Just part of my personal growth.

So, next was the weekly question and 
last-minute email flurry about from where 
we were going to get the dinner. Who was 
going to decide? How many emails would it 
take? Why do they always start late 
morning on Tuesdays? Would Sue get any 
decision from us in time for her to finally 
place an order and get out the door? We did 
end up coming up with a list, from which to 
rotate, in an effort to keep our 
“discernment” open for bigger things than 
“where, oh where, will our Tuesday dinner 
come from, and who will lead us in making 
that decision?” For a while, that went well. 
My only trial, delicately-mannered creature 
that I am, was trying not to be vexed by 
people actually talking with their mouths 
full (please, don’t try to imagine), although, 
for a meeting, I suppose it may be 
considered productive (no wasted time!). A 
chance to work on tolerance —more 
opportunity for personal growth for me.

But then I, the curator of the Tuesday 
dinner site list, went to Tanzania, leaving 
behind no clear plan as to where dinner was 
going to come from for the meeting that I 
would be missing. There was another flurry 
of emails: “Where are we getting dinner 
from? Wasn’t there a list? Who has the list? 
Does Sue have the list? Will it be Tampopo 
again or are we Tampopo’d out?” But, the 
group got fed (not like that one time when 
there was an ordering glitch and we were all 
so sad when we arrived and there was no 
food, but it made for a quick meeting!). Plus, 
now we have a brand-new, bigger and 
better, restaurant rotation list—although 
that is not an impetus for us to extend our 
deliberations. Enough fun is enough!

But, I just thought folks might want to 
know, as part of our PNC updates, that 
Dave (who has had us over twice) is a 
wonderful host, Diane has saved the church 
the most money (she usually brings her 
dinner), Reggie has found good pizza 
choices from Rione that don’t have cheese, 
Cynthia and Courtney are the biggest 
Tampopo fans, and I ... well, you have 
probably heard quite enough about me! Just 
more insights, though, into the many 
workings of the PNC, and the many areas of 
support that we have!

W
Serving on the Pastoral Nominating Committee

—Andrea Bowman



! A P R I L  2 0 1 8

! T H E  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  I N  P H I L A D E L P H I A! 5

For the 4th year, FPCP’s Missions 
Committee is sponsoring a team of 
walkers. This 3K walkathon will take 
place on Saturday, May 5, beginning in 
Clark Park (45th St. and Chester Ave.) 
at 10:00 AM. It is named in honor of 
Sojourner Truth, an African-American 
woman who escaped slavery and then 
fought to end it, while also speaking 
out for women’s rights and economic 
justice. She, along with many others, 
has served as an inspiration and role 
model for generations to come. We are 
walking in their footsteps!

All participants are encouraged to 
walk in honor of a woman or girl 
whom they admire. Blank signs will 
be available on the day of the walk for 
you to write her name 
and/or attach a 
photograph.

This is a family-friendly 
event—all are welcome!

Please help build the 
leadership of Philly girls by 
sponsoring or joining the First 
Church team! All proceeds 
benefit Camp Sojourner, Girls’ 
Leadership Camp, and help to 
fund scholarships for summer 
camp and year-round 
leadership activities.

—Beverly Cowart

6TH ANNUAL SOJOURNER TRUTH WALK: 
Celebrating Girls’ and Women’s Leadership

There are over thirty thousand abandoned lots in 
Philadelphia. These spaces are filled with the debris of 
hopelessness: cast off televisions, old car batteries and such. 
Urban Tree Connection (UTC) reclaims some of these lots by 
building raised beds, mixing fresh soil and growing crops in 
these formerly blighted fields. This is a pragmatic example 
of hope in a void.

On Sunday, April 8th, Noelle Warford will introduce 
Urban Tree during our Minute for Mission. She will also be 
available for questions during coffee hour. 

Upcoming volunteer dates for First Church with UTC 
are Saturdays April 21st, May 5th, and June 16th, from 10:00 
AM to 1:00 PM.

—Bruce Rapsher (bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org)

https://www.wizathon.com/sojourner-truth-walk/?p=display&action=team_Page&id=4208
https://www.wizathon.com/sojourner-truth-walk/?p=display&action=team_Page&id=4208
https://www.wizathon.com/sojourner-truth-walk/?p=display&action=team_Page&id=4208
https://www.wizathon.com/sojourner-truth-walk/?p=display&action=team_Page&id=4208
mailto:bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org
mailto:bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org
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The United States has a New 
Constitution. It has hardly been used. 
This year it will be 150 years old.

It is not only brand new; it would 
be a new brand—for a world urgently 
in need of better ideas about the 
reconstruction of enlightened civic 
orders. New, yes, but also quite old: Its 
purpose, what it aims to establish, has 
been there for a long time; still, it has 
not yet been figured out and 
embodied. Like the Bible, where it may 
have come from in the first place.

That long ago, in 1868, the 14th 
Amendment was added to the 
Constitution of the United States. This 
bland way of saying it is like declaring 
that, on a certain date, the Gospel of 
John was inserted in the Bible. The 
statement hides a pivotal moment of 
scriptural rebirth. This innovation of 
the Word was to be super-constitutive: 
The story not just re-told but 
re-framed, the nation re-founded. The 
textual intervention had the capacity to 
re-cast everything that came before (as 
if the whole composition had been 
re-written), and it set the template for 
what was to come (with more writing 
needed to sustain a chosen alternative 
future)—as the people who are formed 
in the image of this Word would 
discover the further implications and 
logical requirements of their 
transforming state. The narrative of 
their project, looking backward, would 
be only vaguely similar to the story of 
that same time looking forward—so that 
even history would become news, ever 
unfolding, both forwards and 
backwards.

Once included, this radiating 
core-text within the larger document 
was to provide the humanizing heart, 
which had been missing previously, for 
the national body politic—the 
emanating centerpiece of a regenerated 
constitutional community.  At the same 
time, however, the entire pre-existing 

system began rejecting this transplant 
that was intended to bring it new 
life. The unrepentant redeemed liked 
the old ways better. And so they 
resisted its life-giving force with all of 
their energy and resourcefulness, by 
denying its validity, perverting its 
goals, or reducing it to a simple 
correction, an incidental supplement to 
fix an awkward old problem.

The new constitutional model has 
been sketched, consecrated by the 
shedding of blood. Honorable 
sacrifices have been made and brave 
risks taken on behalf of its promise of a 
better America. But the nation still 
awaits its resurrection as a 
thoroughgoing civil-rights regime, the 
justifying theme of 
our Union sacramentally re-constituted 
after the Civil War.

We should start by re-conceiving 
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s 
not simply as a campaign against 
injustice and oppression but also as an 
adamantly constructive renewal of the 
suppressed stages of this interrupted 
constitutional founding to build 
America better. 

Was there ever so benighted and 
miserable a people who, having been 
righteously brought down on account 
of their oppression of the most 
disparaged among their number, but 
then saved from destruction, turned a 
renewed systematic viciousness 
against the very victims of their 
cruelty? Now today, once again, the 
old ways portend the collapse of the 
American project. It is time for the 
people to achieve the historic civic 
recognition of themselves in this 
redemptive constitutional 
innovation. “That is who we are—who 
we always should have been, but did 
not realize.” Not ‘woke, but 
wakening. Enacting the ratified 14th 
Amendment’s radical vision of full 
citizenship, embedded in plenary 

rights of personhood, can make 
America whole at last, and carry 
forward an evolving understanding of 
humanity itself.

The agenda of the 2018 annual 
Constitution Seminar, the 10th at First 
Presbyterian Church, is to set up a 
framework for inquiry into the New 
Constitution, considering the strong 
parallels to the Biblical understanding 
of resurrection, and then to pursue the 
resulting questions through the 
reflections and interactions of the 
participants.

This framework of the four 
meetings will include: (a) an account of 
the Three Constitutional Foundings of 
the United States; (b) the strategic 
intervention of the New Constitution 
of the Third Founding as a New 
Creation; (c) the three core components 
of the New Constitution as the key to 
the resurrection of the American 
national community; and (d) the 
resumption of the next stages of this 
Third Founding today, through a 
process of envisioning a regenerated 
constitutional order at a time of great 
civic crisis.

The seminar, once again led by 
Will Harris, will meet on Wednesday 
nights, April 4, 11, & 18, from 6:30 to 
8:00 PM, and conclude with a meeting 
on Saturday morning, April 21, from 
10:00 AM – 12:00 noon. On-street 
parking will be available with placard.

2018 CONSTITUTION SEMINAR

The Resurrection Constitution
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We began Stand with Iraqi 
Christians, or SWIC as we call it, in 
2015 as a mission of St. Martin’s 
Church in Radnor. There is no doubt 
that the Holy Spirit was directing us 
and ruling our hearts because we were 
so certain that we had to actively do 
something and not just stand by 
wringing our hands about what was 
happening in Iraq. Our stated mission 
is “to support, through friendship and 
material aid, the right of Christian 
communities in the Middle East to 
survive and thrive,” and we are 
guided by three underlying principles: 
1) provide assistance directly to the 
people in Iraq; 2) form long-term 
relationships with various 
communities and 3) adapt our 
responses to their changing needs.

To this end our participation 
has changed several times. We 
began by raising local awareness 
about the dire circumstances in Iraq 
and by collecting funds. Our focus 
was on the Internally Displaced 
Persons or IDP camps formed in 
Erbil in northern Iraq where most 
of the Christians fleeing ISIS had 
taken refuge. Our founder, The Rev. 
Chris Bishop, traveled to Iraq and 
used the original funds raised to 
purchase 25 tablets for teachers at the 
Mar Elia camp, an embroidery sewing 
machine for the women trying to start 
a business there and food for families 
in Banasour.

The next phase of our involvement 
was to support youth programs at the 
camps, provide financing for Christian 
businesses and assist in building 
temporary housing for displaced 
persons. We accomplished this when 
Fr. Bishop returned to Iraq in 2016 by 
funding eight new caravan houses, 
financing a new copy shop business 
and giving funds for youth art 

programs developed by the Etuti 
Institute, a youth organization 
working in IDP centers in Erbil. We 
also supplied emergency funds for 
winter clothing.

The situation on the ground in 
Iraq changed again last year as ISIS 
was defeated militarily, the IDP camps 
were disbanded and people began 
moving back to their towns. The 
destruction that they found, however, 
was daunting so our focus shifted to 
help them rebuild their lives and 
communities. We recently funded the 

digging of four non-potable water 
wells in the Nineveh Plains. Your 
church was instrumental in getting 
this project going by donating funds to 
build two of these wells, and for that 
we are truly grateful. We also have 
sent funds to Etuti to help a young 
man open a grocery store in Qaraqosh 
which will provide access to food and 
supplies for the residents who have 
returned there. Hopefully such efforts 
will empower others to begin to 
support themselves.

Education of the youth of any 
society is critical so when we learned 
that the construction of the Primary 
School at St. George’s Anglican Church 
in Baghdad had to be suspended due 

to the loss of their funding, SWIC 
jumped into action and began raising 
funds specifically for this purpose. 
They need $50,000 so that the school 
can open as planned in September. Just 
this past Friday, we sent $20,000 to St. 
George’s so that the construction can 
restart. Again, First Presbyterian 
Church responded to this urgent need 
by donating funds to this project. The 
completion of this school is very 
important to the long-range survival of 
the Iraqi Christians since it is through 
the education of Christian and Muslim 
youth together that they will learn that 

they can live side by side.  

Many of these Christian 
communities are the oldest in the 
world and some are the only 
people still speaking Aramaic. As I 
reflect on my own faith, I am in 
awe of the strength of theirs. They 
have been challenged in ways I 
can’t even imagine all because they 
believe in Jesus Christ. They carry 
Christ’s teachings in their daily 
lives by forgetting the differences 
between their denominations, 
remembering the commonality of 

the faith and showing forgiveness to 
their tormentors. Can we do any less?  

I encourage you to visit our 
website (standwithiraqichristians.org), 
watch the documentary film Where Is 
Our Place?, follow the progress of our 
projects on Facebook, signup to receive 
our quarterly newsletter and most 
importantly continue to share the 
stories of these remarkable Christians. 
They desperately need the love, help 
and ongoing support of the 
international community and the 
western church of which we are all a 
part.  Thank you for your past and 
hopefully future support of our 
mission. We can make a real 
difference. Amen.

On Sunday, March 11, Pam Faber of Stand with Iraqi Christians 
presented a Minute for Mission about the work of the SWIC 
organization, and the ways First Church supports their mission.
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Member News
Deaths
DARETH ANNE KEMP, a long-time and active member of 
First Church, died on February 27 and was buried alongside 
her parents and brother in Montrose Cemetery in Upper 
Darby on March 1. She was 89 years old. Dareth grew up 
here in Philadelphia and was an operator for the telephone 
company her entire working career. She was also a very 
accomplished painter. Dareth and her mother joined First 
Church in the 1970’s, and she faithfully attended worship 
until health issues intervened. For the past few years Dareth 
had lived at Fair Acres, a residential facility near Media, 
where several of our deacons and Rev. Jerry Foote frequently 
visited, with all joining with Dareth in a “hymn sing.” In 
fact, those of us gathered at her graveside joined together in 
one final version of “Blessed Assurance” led by Chuck 
Hodginson. It was a very special day for a very special lady.

Weddings
MORGAN KLINZING and KEN MINTURN, both members of 
First Church, were married at First Church on Saturday, 
March 17.   Andrew Senn and Callie Graver provided the 
music, and the Rev. Jesse Garner officiated. 

Births
DREW and HANNAH HARRISON welcomed a new daughter 
into their family on March 2, just hours ahead of the first of 
our March nor’easters. Jane’s new little sister is KATHERINE 
DOROTHY HARRISON. Congratulations may be sent to the 
Harrisons at 18 Grandview Ave, Pitman, NJ 08071

First Church Bike Ride
FPC bikers: OK, snow's over 

(I hope). Let's get together for a 
ride along the beautiful 
Schuylkill trail.  We’ll meet 
Saturday, April 28 at 10:00 AM 
at the Locust Street entrance to 
the trail (25th & Locust, go one 
block west to access the 
trail). We will then ride to 
Conshohocken and meet for 
lunch (exact location to be 
announced later). This is a 
relaxed 90 min trip one way. For 
details, contact Mac McLarin 
(mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org).

—Mac McLarin

How often have you heard a name 
of a First Church member you’re not 
quite sure you’ve met? Since we have 
two worship services, there may be 
members you have never met! A photo 
directory is an invaluable resource for 
church members and will be especially 
important for a new pastor, who we 
expect to meet in a few months.  

It has been 17 years since we have 
distributed a member directory with 
photos. So it’s high time we made a 
new one! (Thanks to the Deacons for 
the brilliant suggestion!)  

Many of us may still have the 
directory we published in 2001, and 
much has changed since then—Jesse 
was just beginning as our pastor! At 
that time, we hired a photographer 

and scheduled appointments for each 
member. Now things are far more 
simple; we can produce a directory 
ourselves, with the membership 
database software we currently use. 
All we need are photos of you!

So look though all of your digital 
photos and decide on the one you like 
best!  We will collect photos from all of 
you—digital photo files are preferred, 
but we can also scan photographs. We 
will provide specific details for the 
photos and where to send them in the 
next few weeks, and we can arrange to 
take photos if necessary. This will 
allow us to produce an up-to-date 
photo directory frequently, instead of 
every couple of decades!

—Patti Sassoli

NEW FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY COMING SOON!

Band of Boomers
Spring Brunch

The Band of Boomers next event will be spring brunch at 
Aldine (19th & Chestnut) following the 11 o’clock service on 
Sunday, April 15. We’ll meet in Old Buttonwood Hall at 12:30 
to walk to the restaurant. We will enjoy a family style menu 
including bacon and sausage, house made biscuits, crispy 
potatoes, followed by pancakes, scrambled eggs and fritata. 
The cost is $33 (all inclusive). The price also includes coffee, 
tea, soft drinks, tax and gratuity. Please RSVP to 
boomers@fpcphila.org by April 10 and send a check to First 
Presbyterian Church marked “Boomer Brunch” in the memo 
line. (There are no cancellations after April 12.)

—Rick & Shellie Unger

Personal Care Donations for 
The Village

Jennifer Gay is partnering with The Village 
(formerly Presbyterian Children’s Village) to make 
female personal care packages on Binghamton 
University’s (Philly chapter) Alumni Day of Service, 
April 28, 2018.

We are collecting donations (hair, dental, soap & 
shower products) in a box in Old Buttonwood Hall 
every Sunday until the event. You can also give via 
Amazon at http://a.co/ekIjQAr or by contacting 
me directly at jennifer.gay@fpcphila.org.

—Jen Gay

mailto:mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org
mailto:mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org
mailto:boomers@fpcphila.org?subject=Spring%20Brunch%20RSVP
mailto:boomers@fpcphila.org?subject=Spring%20Brunch%20RSVP
http://a.co/ekIjQAr
http://a.co/ekIjQAr
mailto:Jennifer.Gay@fpcphila.org
mailto:Jennifer.Gay@fpcphila.org
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hen I moved to Philly four years ago, just out of 
college, I expected a Mary Tyler Moore, 
throw-your-hat-in-the-air, 

joyfully-endless-possibilities type of experience. After all, the 
world was my oyster, wasn’t that what they were always 
telling us growing up?  Moving from the safe, suburban 
haven (inside a familiar 20-mile radius, where I had lived 
my whole life), to an exciting urban center was going to be a 
huge adventure! I was going to love being a cool, 
sophisticated yuppie, they said. 

Boy, were “they” wrong, at least in the short term. I was 
miserable when I first moved. I didn’t know a single soul in 
the city. I was living with a roommate from craigslist who 
was significantly older than I was and who already had 
friends. I was working in a fast-paced engineering 
environment, full of tough older men to whom my 
millennial self couldn’t necessarily relate. I would whine 
over the phone to my partner, my parents, anyone from 
home who would listen, about what a big mistake I made 
flying from the nest so soon. And then I came to First Pres.

The first time I sat in a service, a young woman named 
Christina immediately came up to me afterward to welcome 
me. From what she was telling me about the church, it 
seemed like a huge door had suddenly opened.  From 
weekly bible studies, to community service events, to social 
hangouts, these people really seemed to be part of a family. 
“Come join us sometime,” she had said. Although I wasn’t 
sure, I decided to try it out. After all, I was “young” and an 
“adult” right?

Pretty soon, I found myself a regular attendee. Since 
then, being part of the community at First has been one of 
the most defining parts of my adult life. I’ve learned so 
much not just from guided study, but even from casual 
conversations with our highly intellectual members-—
individuals who are doctors, historians, linguists, and 
musicians, in addition to spiritual leaders! I’ve gotten to roll 
up my sleeves to build homes and feed the needy, I’ve 
participated in events for social justice, and I’ve even gone 
caroling for residents at retirement homes (lucky for me and 
my vocal “talent”, they are sometimes hard of hearing!) I’ve 
been challenged to examine my views of the world, to 
question what I thought I knew about my faith, and to have 
meaningful discussions with new friends. I’ve learned about 
the Living Word with historical context, and I’ve been 
equipped with tools to apply God’s lessons to today’s 
problems. I’ve learned to deal with change and loss, and to 
celebrate the joy that the unpredictability of city life has to 
offer.

It’s been four long years, but I finally feel like I have 
found my home. A church is first and foremost a place to 
develop your spiritual foundation; the Young Adult Group 
at First Pres has given me that and so much more.  Where 
else can you pig out on local eats, play quirky games, and 
have informed debates about current events, all in the 
context of theological learning? I am proud to be a member 
at First, and I am honored to be getting married there this 
Fall. If you are new, take the leap like I did, and come join us 
sometime. You might find your home too!

—Becky Yep

W
Becoming Part of the Young Adults

Remember when you were a kid, 
and you wanted to go over your 
friend’s house but couldn’t get a ride? 
Yeah, me too. All too well, to be 
completely honest. Being a child and 
not being able to do certain tasks due 
to your limits can be such a pain. Just 
like that feeling, take a moment and 
think about what it would be like if 
you couldn’t drive yourself to the 
doctor or the grocery store. Take 
another moment and think about how 
terrible it must be if you aren’t feeling 
your best and would like to see your 
doctor but you can’t get transportation. 
Or if you want to cook yourself dinner,  
but you are limited on supplies. You 
wish you could hop in the car and 

drive to pick up some food, but you’re 
just not able.

Did you know that over 80% of 
volunteers for Penn’s Village feel both 
appreciated and supported, and feel as 
though their work is meaningful? This 
is why Penn’s Village is looking for 
more volunteers, specifically drivers, 
for our members. Penn’s Village is a 
non-profit organization located in 
central Philadelphia. The goal of this 
organization is for members, referred 
to as Villagers—aging adults and those 
with have special needs—live 
comfortably and safely in their home. 
Additionally, as Villagers, they can 
attend social and educational events 

and stay connected to their 
community.

Just dedicating one to two hours of 
your time can make a huge difference 
in Villagers’ lives. Villagers need help, 
which means that they need you. For 
more information about driving or 
other volunteer opportunities, please 
contact Jane Eleey, executive director, 
at 215-925-7333 or download a 
volunteer application at 
www.pennsvillage.org. You can help 
contribute to the 100% satisfaction of 
villagers who receive your help.

—Hannah Gomez
Temple University Junior

2018 Communications Intern

Seeking Volunteers for Penn’s Village—Especially Drivers

http://www.pennsvillage.org
http://www.pennsvillage.org
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Like us on our fan page or join our fellowship group.

Volunteer Opportunities

The University City Hospitality Coalition 
(UCHC) provides hot meals to anyone in 
need on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and, during the academic year, 
Sundays, at sites in the University City area. 
Volunteers to serve meals are needed 
during the summer and academic breaks, 
when students are not available. In 
addition, First Church sponsors quarterly 
casserole “blitzes,” in which we prepare 
30–40 casseroles to be served at UCHC 
meals.

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and 
for all children and adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities and their 
families, to promote active citizenship, self-
determination, and full inclusion.

Urban Tree Connection (UTC) is a nonprofit 
organization that engages children and 
adults from some of Philadelphia’s most 
disadvantaged neighborhoods in 
community-based, urban-greening 
projects.

Hosts for Hospitals provides families in need 
of lodging when coming from out-of-town 
to the city for medical care the option of 
staying at a locally administered volunteer 
host-home or group facility. 

Girls’ Leadership Camp program at 
Bartram’s Garden is to help build a new 
community garden and farm while learning 
about the environmental impact of growing 
our own food. Volunteer days are every 
month on second Saturdays starting in 
October.

Habitat for Humanity’s West Philadelphia 
Repair Initiative (WPRI) is an urban ministry 
that assists homeowners in West 
Philadelphia with repairs to their homes. 
The organization needs volunteers. Work 
can involve painting, installing sheetrock, 
windows, flooring, carpentry, etc. 
Volunteers do not need any experience.

MANNA, an organization founded by First 
Church, needs volunteers to help prepare 
or deliver meals for people battling life-
threatening illnesses. Contact Manna’s 
Volunteer Services at 215-496-2662 or 
volunteers@mannapa.org.

FOR INFORMATION ON 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTACT 
missions@fpcphila.org.

Please submit all information for the 
May issue of The Messenger to 

communications@fpcphila.org by 
Friday, April 20th.
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