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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are marked:  the 
children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one grieves, the whole body 
grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 

And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, we extend our 
word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so whether this is your first 
time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this place with the profound welcome of 
Jesus Christ. 

This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no mistake about it:  
this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to make the grace of God known to 
our very modern world. 

We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our fellowship 
time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives together.  And if in getting 
to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in living God’s grace in this place, it would be 
our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

Choral Evensong has a long history, dating back to the time of the Reformation.  The liturgy for the service 
was laid out in Archbishop Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer, the first version of which appeared in 1549.  He 
essentially combined the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline.  Music has been composed specifically for 
this service since its inception and still continues to this day - an unbroken and specific repertoire for nearly 
500 years.  In recent decades, Evensong has been adopted and adapted by most mainline protestant 
denominations. 

Evensong invites worshipers into a reflective worship experience as darkness falls to end the day, and it 
creates a sense of space and mystery where one feels the presence of God.  For many, it is a time when 
breathing and heart rate slow, and the quiet rhythms of music, speech, and silence fill the sanctuary.  Feel free 
to close your eyes and let music and word wash over you. 

The service is largely sung by the choir - chanting the psalms of the day, singing the Magnificat, Mary’s song as 
she awaits the birth of Jesus, and the Nunc Dimittis, Simeon’s song as he reaches the end of his life.  The music 
of Evensong is the music of prayer, as the musicians pray on behalf of the congregation, the community, and 
the world.  In our Reformed setting, the service includes scripture read by congregants, hymns sung by the 
congregation, and a meditation. 

Following the service, we hope you will stay and join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for a light pizza supper. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
  The congregation gathers quietly for reflection during the organ prelude. 
  After the introit, please stand as the choir enters the sanctuary. 

 PRELUDE Benedictus Alec Rowley 

 INTROIT Behold, O God, Our Defender John Scott 
Behold O God our defender, and look upon the face of thine anointed. For one day in thy courts is 
better than a thousand. 

*PRECES (sung by the choir)  Andrew Senn 
Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Cantor  O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen. 
Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s name be praised. 

*HYMN OF LIGHT (inside back cover) O Blest Creator, Source of Light Bromley 

 PSALM 34 (sung by the choir)  chant by Henry Lawes 
I will alway give thanks unto the Lord : his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
O praise the Lord with me : and let us magnify his Name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he heard me : yea, he delivered me out of all my fear. 
They had an eye unto him, and were lightened : and their faces were not ashamed. 
Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him : yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him : and delivereth them. 
O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : for they that fear him lack nothing. 
The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that 
is good. 
Come, ye children, and hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that lusteth to live : and would fain see good days? 
Keep thy tongue from evil : and thy lips, that they speak no guile. 
Eschew evil, and do good : seek peace, and ensue it. 
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous : and his ears are open unto their prayers. 
The countenance of the Lord is against them that do evil : to root out the remembrance of them from 
the earth. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them : and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart : and will save such as be of an humble spirit. 
Great are the troubles of the righteous : but the Lord delivereth him out of all. 
He keepeth all his bones : so that not one of them is broken. 
But misfortune shall slay the ungodly : and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 



The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants : and all they that put their trust in him shall not be 
destitute. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 EPISTLE LESSON 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (p. 208) Annie LeCluyse 

 MAGNIFICAT (sung by the choir)  Sir George Dyson 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the 
lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. And 
his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm. 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things. And the 
rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he 
promised to our forefathers Abraham, and his seed forever. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

 GOSPEL LESSON Luke 7:11-16 (p. 64)  

 NUNC DIMITTIS (sung by the choir)  Dyson 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ God’s only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried: 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholic Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the Life everlasting. 
Amen. 



 RESPONSES (sung by the choir)  Senn 
Cantor The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Cantor Let us pray. 
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Cantor O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Choir And grant us thy salvation. 
Cantor O Lord, save the state. 
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Cantor Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Cantor O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir And bless thine inheritance. 
Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont to give 
more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us 
those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not 
worthy to ask, butt through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST PERILS 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER (said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 OFFERTORY ANTHEM Be Still, My Soul Percy Whitlock 
Be still, my soul, for God is near; 
The Great High Priest is with thee now; 
The Lord of Life Himself is here, 
Before whose face the angels bow. 

To make thy heart His lowly throne 
Thy Saviour God in love draws nigh. 
He gives Himself unto His own, 
For whom He once came down to die. 

I come, O Lord, for Thou dost call 
To blend my pleading prayer with Thine: 
To Thee I give myself, my all, 
And feed on Thee, and make Thee mine.  Amen 
 (Words by W.D. Maclagan) 

 HOMILY  Dr. Mullis 

*HYMN 546 The Day Thou Gavest St. Clement 

*GENERAL THANKSGIVING AND GRACE 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us: we bless thee for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; but above all, for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And we beseech thee, give us 
that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we may show 
forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by 
walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 
us all evermore. Amen. 

  ᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

  Please remain standing until the choir has recessed.  





UPCOMING EVENTS: 

‣ Sunday, October 27 @ 7 PM - Halloween Silent Film The Golum (1915) with improvised accompaniment by 
Andrew Senn 

‣ Sunday, November 3 @ 5 PM - First@Five Choral Evensong 

‣ Sunday, November 17 @ 2 PM - Concerts@First:  Debra Lew Harder in concert and conversation. 

‣ Sunday, December 1 @ 5 PM - First@Five Choral Evensong 

‣ Sunday, December 22 @ 4 pm - Lessons & Carols: a traditional Christmas celebration with word and 
music. 
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