
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
December 9, 2018 – Second Sunday of Advent 

  

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 

Lighting the Advent Wreath  The Mellinger family 

*Song (insert) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1,3, & 6) 

*Prayer 

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word 

 Reading the Word of God Luke 1:68-79 Daniel Mellinger 
 



 Reflections  Dr. Mullis 
 
*Confession of Faith 

We confess that we believe in and belong 
to the one true and living God, 
who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Love before all love. 
We believe in God the Father,  
sovereign and holy, 
Creator and nurturer of all,  
Father of Jesus Christ, 
sender of the Holy Spirit, 
and Judge of all the earth. 
 
We believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, 
truly human and truly divine, 
who lived among us full of grace and truth. 
For our sin he was crucified 
and by the power of God was raised from death, 
forgiving us, setting us free and bringing to birth God’s new creation.  
Now ascended, he calls us to repentance and faith 
and restores us to God and to one another. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
the giver of life at work in all creation, 
who inspired the Scriptures and makes Christ known, 
who transforms hearts and minds 
and gathers us into the community of Christ,  
empowering the Church in worship and in mission. Amen. 

Offering 

 
 



 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

 Benediction and Going Forth 
May starlight guide our steps towards this place of wonder 
May angels sing their news as we travel to the manger 
May promise fill these days as we watch at the edge of birth 
and may faith tell us, Emmanuel will be with us soon. 

*Closing Song (insert) Prepare the Way of the Lord 



Announcements  December 9, 2018 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!  
We are delighted to have you here with us for the Celebration service of worship! The pastors are always happy to 
answer any questions you might have, but here is some information we think you may find helpful: 
• Please sign in using the clipboard and attached sheet in the Beadle Room (across from the kitchen).  If we 
don't have your contact info, please leave us an e-mail address or other contact information.  
• If you need an envelope for your offering (in order to get credit towards your pledge), there will be some 
on the same table as the clipboard. Just write your name on the envelope, and put it in the collection baskets when 
the children come around.  
• Parking passes are available outside the church office window in the main hallway.  
• If you or someone in your family needs gluten-free bread for communion, let us know and we'll make sure 
it's provided regularly. 

Twenties & Thirties Group (formerly Young Adults) 
This Wednesday, December 12th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st Street side) for 
fellowship and discussion surrounding the Advent/Christmas season. For more information on the Twenties & 
Thirties (T&T) Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook. 

Group Spiritual Direction in Advent  
On the four Sundays in Advent (December 2, 9, 16, and 23) the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will lead an experience of 
group spiritual direction from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room (lower level). All are welcome, whether you 
attended last week or not. If you have questions, contact Barbara Chaapel (barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org). 

Advent Events for All Ages  
Every Sunday in Advent there are activities for all ages following our Celebration! service. Today we’ll be 
decorating holiday cards that will be sent to our homebound friends and members of First Church.  Please see the 
bulletin inserts for the entire list of events happening during Advent. 

Advent Lunch – Today! 
The annual Advent luncheon, hosted by the Deacons, is TODAY, following the 11 a.m. service, in Old Buttonwood 
Hall.  All are welcome to attend and no reservations are necessary.   

The Giving Tree  
The Twenties & Thirties Group has set up a "Giving Tree," in Old Buttonwood Hall in support of Valley Youth House.  
Select an ornament from the tree and purchase the item listed on the ornament; place new, unwrapped items with 
the ornament attached under the tree on or before Sunday, December 16. Contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org) for information. 
Cheer! A Christmas Pops Concert – Dec. 16 
Come celebrate the season next Sunday, December 16th, at 2 p.m. for a free concert by First Church choir 
member Calli Graver and friends. 

A Service of Light in the Darkness – Dec. 16 
Advent and Christmas are not always seasons of joy for everyone. For many who mourn, who are anxious, afraid, or 
who feel alone, this can be a very difficult time. First Church is offering a service of quiet meditation and 
reflection to bring light into the darkness next Sunday, December 16th, at 6 p.m. All are invited. 

Riverside Christmas Party – Dec. 19 – Volunteers Needed 
All are invited to join First Church in bringing holiday cheer to the residents of Riverside Presbyterian Apartments 
(23rd & Race Streets) on Wednesday, December 19th, at 7 p.m. Volunteers are needed for entertainment and/or 
provide food. Please contact Jordana Woodford (jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org) or the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org)  


