
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
 September 8, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 

“There is no easy walk to freedom anywhere, and 
many of us will have to pass through the valley of 
the shadow of death again and again before we 
reach the mountaintop of our desires.” 

—Nelson Mandela



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Schmücke dich, O liebe Seele Johann Sebastian Bach 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to 
thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Mullis 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
Worship the Lord with gladness! 
Come into God’s presence with singing! 
Enter the courts of the Lord with praise! 
 Psalm 100:1, 2, 5 

*HYMN 220 All People That on Earth Do Dwell Old Hundredth 

*SENTENCES  Rev. Weisiger 
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that 
sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and 
night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous; 
for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 
will perish. 
  Psalm 1 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

*Those who are able may stand.



 MINUTE FOR MISSION Christian Association Rev. Megan LeCluyse 
  at the University of Pennsylvania 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Holy God, you are the same from age to age.  In every age, your people have sought to 
know you and to know your mind and your will for us.  And in every age, we have had 
times when what we have said and done reflected the way you would have us live, and 
we have had times when what we have said and done did not reflect the way you would 
have us live.  Through it all, you are faithful to us.  And so we confess our failures 
knowing that we rest in your abiding goodness, assured of your love for us all.  Hear our 
spoken prayers, and those we offer in the silence of our hearts, as we make them in 
Jesus’ name and for his sake… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis 
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the father, that He may give you 
another comforter, that He may bide with you forever, e’en the Spirit of truth. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 18:1-11 (p. 706) 

 GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33 (p. 76) 

 EPISTLE Philemon 1:1-25 (p. 212) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, Glory be to God the Spirit, ever 
three and ever one.  As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON When Everything Changes Dr. Mullis 
One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping  

through your prayers to be restored to you. 
Philemon 1:22 

*HYMN 411 Arise, Your Light Is Come! Festal Song 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 OFFERTORY O Thou Sweetest Source of Gladness Charles Wood 
O thou sweetest source of gladness, light's all lovely fountain head.  Who, alike in joy 
and sadness, leavest none unvisited; breath of Godhead, highest King.  Who upholding 
ev'rything, wilt uphold, with love undying.  Hear, O hear me humbly crying. 
From thy throne, as April show'r, thou descendest heav'nly One.  Freighted with thy 
sev'nfold dower, from the Father and the Son.  Bring me noble Guest divine, God own 
blessings they are thine, freely dealt at thy good pleasure fill me with abundant measure. 
Save, uphold, and go before me.  Fainting, be my staff and rod: dying, to new life restore 
me.  Buried, be my grave, O God.  From the dust when I arise, come, exalt me to the 
skies, where thou within realms supernal feed thy saints with joys eternal.  Amen. 



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

INVITATION 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS (insert)  Jeffrey Smith 

ACCLAMATION 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast. 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Communion is served by intinction; when you come forward, take a piece of bread and dip it in the chalice.  
Gluten-free bread is available in the center of each plate.  If you are unable to come forward, please alert the usher 
and you will be served in your place. 

HYMN 521 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Finest Wheat 
  (The congregation sings the refrain while the verses are sung by soloists.) 

*HYMN (Insert) Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Blaenwern 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Tuba Tune Norman Cocker 
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



ANNOUNCEMENTS SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 
The liturgist this morning is the Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers 
are Miles Davis(Captain), Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Pamela Bierce, and Michael Smith. 
The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God by Judy Callan. 
The Rev. Megan LeCluyse, in addition to being our Celebration Team Leader, is the Campus 
Minister and Director of the Christian Association (CA) at the University of Pennsylvania. The 
CA is an ecumenical campus ministry that provides a space for Penn undergraduate and graduate 
students to ask questions, find community, and experience peace. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Today, September 8 Membership & Evangelism 12:30 p.m. 
Monday, September 9 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 11 Stewardship & Budget Committee 4:00 p.m. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Women’s Bible Study will resume weekly meetings this Tuesday, September 10th, from 7:00-8:15 
p.m. at Saxby’s Coffee House, Walnut and 20th streets.  For information, please contact the Rev. 
Jerry K. Foote (jerry.foote@fpcphila.org or 215-240-1515). 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Women of Wit and Wisdom will hold their kick-off lunch this Wednesday, September 11th, at 
noon in Old Buttonwood Hall.  This will be a catered luncheon introducing this year's theme 
"What Does it mean to be Presbyterian Women in 2020?”  Please RSVP by tomorrow, September 
9th, to Diane Rogers via email (womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org) or call or text her at (609) 
980-5421. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, September 11th, at 7:30 p.m. we will we will gather at Igloo for Ice Cream and 
Fellowship (23rd & South Streets).  For more information on the T&T Group, contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties fellowship group on 
Facebook. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP 
Men's Breakfast Group will meet for  breakfast and fellowship next Saturday, September 14th, at 
9:30 a.m. at DiBruno Brothers, 1730 Chestnut Street.  Purchase breakfast/coffee downstairs and 
then come upstairs where we will pull some tables together and hang out.  There’s no agenda 
and no time limit.  For information contact Mac McLarin (mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org). 

WELCOME BRUNCH - NEXT SUNDAY! 
The Deacons invite everyone to the Welcome Brunch next Sunday, September 15th at 9:45 a.m. 
in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Stay after the Celebration! (9 a.m.) service or come before the 
traditional (11 a.m.) service to celebrate a new program year and enjoy fellowship with friends 
old and new!  All are welcome—members, visitors, and friends.  Please join us! 

(continued)



FALL MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
Do you have questions about what it means to be Presbyterian?  Have you wondered about the 
history of First Church?  If you have contemplated membership and are wondering what it 
entails, we would like to invite you to consider joining us for our quarterly membership class on 
Sunday, September 29th.  To register, contact Rev. Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org).  
Lunch and childcare will be provided. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes and Sunday School for young children and their families resume September 
22nd.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


