
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Baptism of the Lord January 8, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

God’s faithfulness signified in Baptism is constant and sure, 
even when human faithfulness to God is not.  Baptism is 
received only once. The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to the 
moment when it is  administered, for Baptism signifies the 
beginning of life in Christ, not its completion.  God’s grace 
works steadily, calling to repentance and newness of life. 
God’s faithfulness needs no renewal.  Human faithfulness to 
God needs repeated renewal.  Baptism calls for decision at 
every subsequent stage of life’s way, both for those whose 
Baptism attends their profession of faith and for those who 
are nurtured from childhood within the family of faith.
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in this church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.  
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE Introit for Epiphany Plainsong
Behold! The ruler and Lord is drawing near: and the kingdom and the power and 
dominion are in his hand. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute: and 
the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Drew Harrison
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:  
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.

 Isaiah 43:1

*HYMN 66  We Three Kings Three Kings of Orient
  (Stanzas 2-4 sung by soloists, all joining in the Refrain.)

*SENTENCES
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name,
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful,
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
 Psalm 29:2-4

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

***

 WELCOME  Rev. Drew Harrison

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Merciful God, in baptism you make us part of the body of Christ, and you promise us 
that through Christ, we can do all things.  We confess that we underestimate your power 
in the world. We see our own weakness, but fail to recognize your strength. We are 
easily discouraged when your work becomes hard. We avoid commitment, and we allow 
fear of failure to hold us hostage.  In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, and free us 
from sin.  Remind us of your great works performed by ordinary people, so that we may 
rise to hear your call. 



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

***

  ANTHEM When Jesus Our Lord (from Christus) Felix Mendelssohn
When Jesus, our Lord, was born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea; behold, from the 
east to the city of Jerusalem there came the wise men and said: 
Say, where is he born, the King of Judaea?  For we have seen his star, and are come to 
adore him.
There shall a Star from Jacob come forth, and a Sceptre from Israel rise up, and dash in 
pieces Princes and Nations. 
How brightly beams the morning star!  With sudden radiance from afar with light and 
comfort glowing!  Thy Word, Jesus, inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing.  Praise, 
oh praise such love o’erflowing!

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 42:1-9 (p. 657)

 EPISTLE Acts 10:34-43 (p. 126)

 GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-6, 13-17 (p. 3)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***

*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Ordinary People Rev. Drew Harrison

*HYMN 71 Lord, When You Came to Jordan Genevan 130

 RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God,
do you turn from the ways of sin
and renounce evil and its power in the world? I do.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ
and accept him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and love? I do.
Will you be Christ's faithful disciple,
obeying his Word and showing his love? I will, with God's help.

*CONFESSION OF FAITH
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.



 OFFERTORY Down to the River American Folk Song
arr. Andrew Senn

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown? (robe and crown)
Good Lord show me the way!
O sisters let's go down (brothers, fathers, mothers, sinners)
Let's go down, come on down
O sisters let's go down
Down in the river to pray

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Drew Harrison

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN (INSERT) O Worship the Lord Was Lebet

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Alleluyas Simon Preston

*Those who are able may stand.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JANUARY 8, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Elder Jeff Halili.  The Greeter is Dave Huting, 
and the ushers are Doug O’Malley, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Jeannie Boehner, Judy Callan, Ben 
Greeley, and Jim Wilson.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Monday, January 9 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, January 12 Session 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will gather for fellowship over brunch following worship today.  Meet in Old 
Buttonwood Hall and we’ll walk over to the Irish Pub together.  It's a great way to get to know 
other young adults or to catch up!  If you're visiting or new to the church, please join us!  The 
Young Adult group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  Contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org) for information or join the Young Adult fellowship group on 
Facebook.

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend one of our new member classes.  Classes are 
informal and explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church.  A Saturday workshop will be held on January 21st, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Contact Drew (drew@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse@fpcphila.org) for more information.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD
To date we have received 101 pledges of financial support for 2017 for a total of 
$367,000 toward a goal of $440,000.  If you have not already made your pledge for 
2017, pledge cards are available in the church office or you may pledge on the 
church's website (www.fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, January 15, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians 
devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

CONCERTS@FIRST
On, Sunday, January 22nd @ 4 p.m., Andrew Senn will present an all-Howells organ concert.  As 
many of you may already know, Andrew is recording the complete organ works of Herbert 
Howells this year, in anticipation of the composer’s 125th anniversary in October 2017, when 
the boxed set will be released.  Howells’ monumental Sonata for Organ (1933) will be the main 
portion of the program. Please join us to hear this rarely heard masterpiece!

Moving First Forward

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at the home of Andrea Bowman at 7 p.m.  A 
Community Bible study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the 
Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday 
mornings at 9 a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to 
participate.  For information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse B. Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader


