
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday of Easter May 7, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Only in a communal church setting can the old and 
the very young, hurting  military veterans, the 
disabled, the mentally ill, ex-addicts, ex-felons, or 
simply annoying people, like myself, find a place 
where they can be healed and accepted, and what’s 
more, contribute to life.

Bishop Randall Gauger,
of the Bruderhof Community

(quoted in May 1 issue of the New Yorker)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Improvisation 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
 Psalm 23:6

*HYMN 470 O Day of Radiant Gladness Es flog ein kleins waldvogelein

*SENTENCES  Rev. Drew Harrison
Everlasting God,
in whom we live and move and have our being:
Give us purity of heart and strength of purpose,
that no selfish passion may hinder us from knowing your will,
no weakness keep us from doing it;
so that in your light we may see light clearly,
and in your service find perfect freedom.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered forever the power of sin 
and death.  Yet we remain captive to our doubts and fears, and dare not trust your 
promises.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength, nor have 
we loved our neighbors as ourselves.   Lord, have mercy upon us.  By the power of your 
Spirit, change our lives and make all things new, that we may know the joy of life 
abundant found in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Hear now the prayers we offer in 
silence…

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

*Those who are able may stand.



 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Now the Green Blade Riseth Simon Lindley
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain,
Thinking that never he would wake again.
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain.
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again;
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47 (p. 117)

 EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-35 (p. 229)

 GOSPEL John 10:1-10 (p. 101)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Sharing the Burdens  Rev. Jesse Garner
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins,

we might live for righteousness…
1 Peter 2:24

*HYMN 171 The King of Love My Shepherd Is St. Columba

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Drew Harrison
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
 This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
 the communion of saints called from the entire human family.
We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation
 is made manifest in the church as the community of believers
 who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
 that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
 that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
 that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
 is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
 that anything which threatens this unity
 may have no place in the church and must be resisted.
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
  from the Belhar Confession (1986)

 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS

 Elders Deacons Trustees
 Karen Buzan Courtney Russ-Friedman Cory Clippinger
 Heather Coyne Atticus Tsai-McCarthy Rebekah Horowitz
 Jennifer Hsiung Cynthia Olds Tom Lever
 Michael Smith Don Williams Bob Linck
 Susy Christensen Phillip Woehr Cade Massey



 OFFERTORY Psalm 23 Howard Goodall
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, 
he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul, he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 282 If Thou but Trust in God Wer nur den lieben Gott

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Flourish for a Bidding Herbert Howells

We thank the Parish Choir for leading the music in Worship this morning. Anyone interested in 
singing with the Parish Choir should contact Andrew Senn in the church office.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 7, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Drew Harrison.  The Greeter is Pat Quigg, and the ushers are Jim 
Schreyer, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Judy Callan, Miles Davis, Michael Smith, and Bill Swoope.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of my husband, Pat, 
whose heart never left Maine, by Judy Callan.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Wednesday, May 10 Planned Giving Team 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, May 11 Session Meeting 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Join us today for “First Sunday” brunch at The Irish Pub; we’ll gather during fellowship hour in 
Old Buttonwood Hall following the 11 o’clock service and walk there together.  The Young 
Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week Barbara Chaapel will lead our 
discussion.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

YOUTH RETREAT
Calling middle and high school youth:  Join us for this year's spring youth retreat!  The overnight 
retreat will start at 6:30 pm next Friday, May 12th, and we'll finish up at noon on Saturday.  
The Friday night activities will take place at First Church.  On Saturday morning we will head 
over to Bartram's Garden (5400 Lindbergh Blvd, 19143) from 9-12 for some outdoor work 
including weeding, planting, and light maintenance.  If you are interested in joining, please 
contact Emily Roan at emilyroan24@gmail.com.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Next Saturday, May 13, First Church will be volunteering at Bartram’s Garden with young 
women from Camp Sojourner Girls' Leadership Camp.  The day begins at 9:30, followed by a 
lunch at noon, and closing with a short program at 1 p.m.  On Saturday May 20, First Church 
will be doing home repairs with Habitat's West Philadelphia Repair Initiative.  The work day is 
from 8:30 to 3:30.  For information or to volunteer, please speak with Clark Royle or email 
missions@fpcphila.org.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, May 14, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room 
(lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians devoted 
time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

LADIES’ SPRING TEA
Ladies of all ages, members and visitors alike:  please plan to join us for the 4th annual Ladies' 
Spring Tea on Saturday, May 20 from 2-4 p.m in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Tea, finger sandwiches, 

(continued)



and other delicious treats will be served on elegant china settings as we spend time with old 
friends and build new friendships.  Feel free to bring a guest!  Childcare will be provided and on-
street parking will be available (with placard).  RSVP to Sue in the church office 
(office@fpcphila.org or 215-567-0532).  Contact Fran Bjorneby Kraemer 
(fran.kraemer@fpcphila.org) for information.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
Mr. Clark Royle, Seminary Intern

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


