
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Fifth Sunday in Lent April 7, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   

“It has always been a happy thought to me that the 
creek runs on all night, new every minute, whether I 
wish it or know it or care, as a closed book on a 
shelf continues to whisper to itself its own 
inexhaustible tale.  So many things have been shown 
so to me on these banks, so much light has 
illumined me by reflection here where the water 
comes down, that I can hardly believe that this grace 
never flags, that the pouring from ever-renewable 
sources is endless, impartial, and free.” 

―Annie Dillard 
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 PRELUDE Prelude (from Suite No. 1) J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, Stanza 5 Plainsong 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee. 
Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 
save us we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer. 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.  
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was 
said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them." 
  Psalm 126:1-2 

*HYMN 489 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Unser Herrscher 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Jerry K. Foote 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
  Psalm 126:3-6 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Habitat for Humanity Deidra Duncan 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, remind us of the promises of our baptism as we contemplate the reality of our 
sin.  Remind us that your mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.  Remind us that you 
have loved us from the foundation of the world.  And reminding us of such things, let us 

*Those who are able may stand.



look honestly at ourselves.  May we acknowledge the ways we have hurt others and 
ourselves.  May we acknowledge the ways that we have strayed from the path you have 
set for us.  Forgive our sin, we pray, and renew a right spirit within us.  Hear now the 
prayers we offer in the silence of our hearts… 

 TRISAGION  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM In Manus Tuas John Sheppard  
In manus tuas, Domine, commendo 
spiritum meum. Redemisti me Domine, 
Deus veritatis.  

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my 
spirit. You have redeemed me, O Lord, O 
God of truth. 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 GOSPEL John 12:1-8 (p. 104) 

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 43:16-21 (p. 659) 

 EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b-14 (p. 194) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Jackals and Ostriches Dr. Mullis 
The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water  

in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people… 
Isaiah 43:20 

*HYMN 101 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Hamburg 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Edward Lawless 
   child of Edward and Kate Lawless 

COVENANT WITH THE CONGREGATION 
Do you, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ promise to guide and nurture Edward 
by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow Christ, 
and to be a faithful member of his Church? 
We do. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED (traditional)   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 

BAPTISM 

*AARONIC BLESSING (inside back cover of hymnal)  

OFFERTORY Salve Regina Francesco Cavalli 
Salve Regina, Mater Misericordiae,  
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, Salve!  
Ad te clamamus, exsules filii [H]evae,  
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes, 
In hac lacrimarum valle.  
Eja ergo, Advocata nostra,  
Illos tuos misericordes oculos ad nos converte  
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,  
Nobis, post hoc exilium, ostende,  
O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria.  

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 
Our life, our sweetness and our hope! 
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, 
to thee do we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us, 
and after this, our exile, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 85 What Wondrous Love Is This Wondrous Love 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Salve Regina Marcel Dupré 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

Rachel Cama Nemer, cello 



Announcements April 7, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Jerry K. Foote.  The Greeter is Morgan Minturn, and the 
ushers are Jon Rogers (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Fred Barfoot, and Jack Melvin. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Thursday, April 11 Membership & Evangelism 5:30 p.m. 
 Trustees 6:30 p.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us today for T&T Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after 
worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together.  This Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 p.m. (note 
the time change) we will step out into the community for dinner with the students at the 
Christian Association at UPenn (118 S. 37th Street, 19104).  Meet at the CA located off of 37th  
Street between Sansom and Chestnut on the west side of the street.  For more information on 
the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join 
the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

BAND OF BOOMERS SPRING EVENT - TODAY! 
The spring Band of Boomers are going to Adventure Aquarium in Camden, NJ today at 1 p.m.  
We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship and coordinate transportation.  We’ll eat 
lunch at the Aquarium upon arrival.  See Rick & Shellie Unger for information. 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Join the Women of Wit and Wisdom for a brown bag lunch and invigorating discussion this 
Thursday, April 11 at 12:00 noon.  Bring lunch and a stimulating topic you'd like to share.  RSVP 
to womenwitwisdom.org or call Diane at 609-980-5421 by Tuesday, April 9.  Beverages will be 
provided. 

BIKE RIDE ON THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER TRAIL 
It’s time to get that bike out and join us for a ride on the Schuylkill River Trail, next Saturday, 
April 13th!  We’ll meet at 10 a.m. at the Locust Street entrance to the trail (25th & Locust) and 
enjoy an easy ride to Conshohocken (an hour or so) where will we have lunch (location TBD).  
When we are ready we will ride back to where we started.  This is a beautiful ride along the river 
(almost no hills), and you don’t have to be a “bike jock” to do it.  Contact Mac McLarin 
(william.mclarin@gmail.com, 804-307-8740) for more information. 

PROCESSION OF PALMS 
Next Sunday, April 14th, First Church will join with other Rittenhouse Square neighborhood 
congregations for the procession of palms to mark Palm Sunday.  Participants can join the 
procession and walk as long as they wish, with various congregations dropping off along the way.  
The procession begins at the goat statue in Rittenhouse Square at 10:15 sharp, and stops first at 
Church of the Holy Trinity (19th & Walnut) before making its way to First Church at 10:30.  
Those who wish to remain at First Church may do so; the procession will continue to Trinity 

(continued)



Memorial Church (22nd & Spruce), St. Patrick’s Church (20th & Locust), and conclude at 11 am 
at Church of the Holy Trinity. 

FPCQ BRUNCH! 
Let’s enjoy the burst of spring and have brunch together next Sunday, April 14th.  Meet in Old 
Buttonwood Hall following the 11 a.m. service.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.
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