
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Epiphany of the Lord January 6, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   
The Road Not Taken 
By Robert Frost 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference.



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Das alte Jahr vergangen ist J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE  Plainsong 
Behold!  The ruler and Lord is drawing near: and the kingdom and the power and 
dominion are in his hand.  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute:  and 
the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
 Isaiah 60:1-2 

*HYMN 66 We Three Kings of Orient Are Three Kings of Orient 
(Stanzas 2-4 sung by soloists, all joining at the Refrain.) 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 Isaiah 60:3-6 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

 WELCOME  

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Eternal God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps, we make our way through life and there 
are so many different paths onto which we may go.  Some are good paths, and lead to 
life and happiness.  And some are poor choices, and lead to suffering and hurt.  Forgive 
us when our choices force us onto the wrong path.  Forgive our sins, both those we 
know and those to which we remain blissfully oblivious.  Enrich our common life 
together and show us the way you would have us go, for Jesus’ sake, and hear our 
prayers as we continue them in the silence of our hearts… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, believe the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Coventry Carol 15th Century English 
Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, bye bye, lully, lullay. 
O sisters too, how may we do, for to preserve this day 
This poor youngling for whom we sing, "Bye bye, lully, lullay"? 
Herod the king, in his raging, chargèd he hath this day  
His men of might in his own sight all young children to slay. 
That woe is me, poor child, for thee, and ever mourn and may 
For thy parting neither say nor sing, "Bye bye, lully, lullay." 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 PSALTER Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 (p. 522) 

 EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1-12 (p. 189) 

 GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 (p. 1) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Taking Another Road Dr. Mullis 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  

they left for their own country by another road. 
Matthew 2:12 

*HYMN 63 As with Gladness Dix 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 OFFERTORY There Shall a Star from Jacob Felix Mendelssohn 
There shall a Star from Jacob come forth, 
And a Sceptre from Israel rise up, 
And dash in pieces princes and nations. 



As bright the star of morning gleams, 
So Jesus sheddeth glorious beams 
Of light and consolation! 
Thy Word, O LORD, radiance darting, 
Truth imparting, gives salvation; 
Thine be praise and adoration! 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast. 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

*HYMN 67 Brightest and Best Morning Star 
(The first stanza is sung again at the end as the final stanza.) 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  



Announcements January 6, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Delores Brisbon, and the 
ushers are Jim Schreyer (Captain), João Magalhaes, Jack Melvin, Doug O’Malley, and Bill 
Swoope. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of both David’s and my 
parents, by Florinda Doelp. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, January 7 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, January 9 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, January 10 Membership & Evangelism 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, January 12 Men’s Breakfast Group 9:30 a.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us today for T&T Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after 
worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together.  This Wednesday, January 9th, at 7:30 p.m., we 
will gather at First Church for an "ask the pastor" evening with Baron Mullis.  (Enter at 21st 
Street.)  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Please join us for a brown bag lunch this Thursday, January 10th at noon and get better 
acquainted with our new pastor Baron Mullis.  Baron has graciously agreed to participate in a 
Q&A session with us.  No need to RSVP, just bring a lunch and come with some questions.  Be 
part of a warm and informative conversation! 

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH? 
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to our new member class on January 20th.  The class is 
informal and will explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Baron Mullis 
(baron.mullis@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! - A WELCOME RECEPTION 
The Membership & Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a special event in Old Buttonwood 
Hall to welcome many of the new faces in our midst.  If you are a visitor, a friend, a potential 
new member, or someone who has joined within the last year, we invite you to come for an 
informal reception next Wednesday, January 16th, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Feel free to drop in 
when you can and stay as long as you wish!  If you plan to attend, please call or email the church 
office (215-567-0532; office@fpcphila.org). 

(continued)



THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
A Sunday School class for young children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


