
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 November 5, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

The sparrow is sorry for the peacock
at the burden of its tail.

Amitendranath Tagore



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Andante maestoso Charles Villiers Stanford

 CANTICLE Introit for All Saints Plainsong
Let us all rejoice in the Lord our God, as we celebrate a feast day in honor of all the 
saints: because of whose solemnity the angels are jubilant and sing praises to the Son of 
God.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
O give thanks to the LORD, who is good, whose steadfast love endures forever.

*HYMN (insert) For All the Saints Sine Nomine

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for us endured the cross, disregarding its shame,
and has taken his seat at the right hand of God.
  Hebrews 12:1-3

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith.  
Yet we are indifferent to your call.  You call us to proclaim your name, but we are silent.  
You call us to do what is just, but we are idle.  You call us to live faithfully, but we are 
afraid.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Give us courage to follow in your way, that joined with 
those from ages past, who have served you with faith, hope, and love, we may walk in 
the ways of Christ Jesus our Lord.     Hear now the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Requiem Aeternam (from Requiem) Vernon Williams
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine; et 
lux perpetua luceat eis.  Te decet hymnus, 
Deus, in Sion; et tibi reddetur votum in 
Jerusalem.  Exaudi orationem meam.  Ad 
te omnis caro veniet.

Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord; and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  A hymn, O 
God, becometh Thee in Zion; and a vow shall 
be paid to thee in Jerusalem.  Hear my prayer.  
All flesh shall come before you.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Joshua 3:7-17 (p. 193)

 EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 (p. 199)

 NEW TESTAMENT Matthew 23:1-12 (p. 25)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON A Burden, or a Privilege? Rev. Jesse Garner
You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked 

night and day, so that we mightnot burden any of you…
1 Thessalonians 2:9

*HYMN 506 Deck Yourself, My Soul Schmücke dich

*THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 MOVING FIRST FORWARD  Rebekah Horowitz

 OFFERTORY Psalm 23 (from Requiem) Vernon Williams
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou 
anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

COMMUNION MOTET Lux Aeterna (from Requiem) Vernon Williams
Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine, cum 
sanctis tuis in aeternum, quia pius es. 
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine, et 
lux perpetua luceat eis, quia pius es.

Let everlasting light shine upon them, 
Lord, with Thy saints for ever, for Thou 
art merciful. Grant them eternal rest, 
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them, for Thou art merciful.

*HYMN 451 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones Lasst uns erfreuen

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Fantasia in G, BWV 572 J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 5, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Pat Quigg, and the ushers are Stella 
Tsai, Captain, Joshua Banks, Judy Callan, Edna Dick, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in honor of my mother, Marie Dee 
Schreyer, on her birthday, November 6, by Jim Schreyer.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, November 6 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, November 7 PNC 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Today is our monthly “First Sunday Brunch!”  We’ll meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship 
and walk to the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and fellowship.  This Wednesday, 
November 8th, at 7:30 p.m. we will be gathering at First Church (enter on the 21st Street side) 
for discussion based fellowship; Rev. Jesse will be leading our discussion, so come prepared with 
any questions you may have for an "ask the pastor" discussion.  Saturday, November 11th, at 2 
p.m. the Young Adults will meet at Valley Green and go on a hike.  RSVP if you are interested in 
going and if you need a ride.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

HABITAT PHILADELPHIA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Habitat Philadelphia Young Professionals (HPYP) is a network of young Philadelphians that 
combines networking, social events, and meaningful service to the community.  HPYP has 
several ways for you to get involved in our network and support Habitat Philadelphia's mission, 
ranging from volunteer days on site to social and networking events.  Join us for “Habi Hour” on 
Thursday, November 9 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at WeWork, 1900 Market Street.  Tickets are $25 
and include drinks and light fare.  Our goal is to raise $5,000, which will help put a roof on two 
Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia homes!  For tickets visit www.donorlynk.com/
habitatphiladelphia/habihour2017/.

PDA CLEAN-UP BUCKET UPDATE
The PDA Clean Up Bucket project exceeded all expectations—our challenge was to fill 30 
buckets, and we received contributions for more than 80!  But the work is not over; now we 
must pack the buckets with the supplies.  We need volunteers to help on Saturday, November 
11th at 10 a.m. in Old Buttonwood Hall.  If you can help, please contact Bob Gross 
(regrossbg@gmail.com).

THANKSGIVING DRIVERS NEEDED FOR MANNA
On Thanksgiving Day, all MANNA clients receive a hot meal (for 4 people), including all the 
Thanksgiving favorites.  MANNA needs drivers to deliver these special meals Thanksgiving 
morning between 9:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  Drivers are given 3-4 stops in their delivery route, 

(continued)



which takes only about 1-1½ hours to complete.  If you can help, please contact Taylor Perkins 
(tperkins@mannapa.org or 215-496-2662 ext 100), and let her know you’re from First Church! 

DREW HARRISON’S INSTALLATION
Rev. Drew Harrison will be installed as Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Pitman, New 
Jersey, on Sunday, November 12, at 3 p.m.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org
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The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist
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The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care
The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel

The Reverend Ken Ross
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Parish Associates
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


