
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Third Sunday of Easter May 5, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 

“While there’s life, there’s hope.” 

—Marcus Tullius Cicero



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 PRELUDE Andante (from Fantasie in F minor, K608) W. A. Mozart 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
I am the light of the world. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 
   Revelation 5:11-12 

*HYMN 113  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! Llanfair 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Sarah Weisiger 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
   Revelation 5:12-14 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Holy God, you are the same from age to age.  In every age, your people have sought to know 
you and to know your mind and your will for us.  And in every age, we have had times when 
what we have said and done reflected the way you would have us live, and we have had 
times when what we have said and done did not reflect the way you would have us live.  
Through it all, you remain faithful to us.  And so we confess our failures knowing that we 
rest in your abiding goodness; assured of your love for us all.  Hear our prayers, both those 
said aloud and those in the silence of our hearts… 

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Now the Green Blade Riseth Simon Lindley 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain, 
Thinking that never he would wake again. 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green, 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain. 
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Thy touch can call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 PSALTER Psalm 30 (p. 494) 

 NEW TESTAMENT Acts 9:1-6 (p. 124) 

 GOSPEL John 21:1-19 (p. 113) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON And What Then? Dr. Mullis 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 

John 21:15 

*HYMN 171 The King of Love My Shepherd Is St. Columba 

*NICENE CREED (Ecumenical Version) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 



 OFFERTORY Light of the World Edward Elgar  
Light of the World, we know Thy praise 
The angels and archangels raise 
And all the host of Heaven; 
More worthily than our faint hymns, 
Whose jarring sound that glory dims, 
Which God to Thee has given, 
But thou didst not disdain to take 
Our low estate, or e'ven to make 
The tomb Thy resting place; 

So Thou might bring into our night 
The dawn of Thine eternal Light 
To shine upon our face. 
Nor death, nor hell, nor sin, is Lord, 
But Thou O Son of God.  Thy word 
Is now our Sovereign law. 
Therefore we thank thee, and we pray 
Thy Light may shine unto the Perfect Day 
On us for ever more. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, 
alleluia!  Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 306 Fairest Lord Jesus Crusaders’ Hymn 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 5, 2019 
The Greeters are Katherine Crockett and Liz Collins, and the ushers are Miles Davis, Captain, 
Andrea Bowman, Judith Callan, João Magalhaes, and Bill Swoope. 

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of my kind, funny, 
loving Irishman, Pat, by Judy Callan. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, May 6 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 8 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, May 9 Membership & Evangelism 5:30 p.m. 

MASONRY & ROOFING PROJECT TO BEGIN 
The initial phase of the FAMP capital projects is set to begin shortly.  Our loan from PILP has 
been approved, and scaffolding will start being erected this week.  We can expect the overall 
project (and scaffolding) to last about 4 months, through the summer.  Access to the church 
entrances should not be affected.  Refer to our website (www.fpcphila.org/masonry-roofing-
project) for more information. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us today for T&T Brunch after the 11 o’clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood hall and 
we’ll walk to the Irish Pub together.  This Wednesday, May 8th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at 
First Church for game night.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more information on the Twenties & 
Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & 
Thirties fellowship group on Facebook. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP - SATURDAY, MAY 11 
Men's Breakfast Group meets for  breakfast and fellowship time the second Saturday of every 
month at 9:30 a.m. at DiBruno Brothers, 1730 Chestnut Street.  Purchase breakfast/coffee 
downstairs and then come upstairs where we will pull some tables together and hang out.  
There’s no agenda and no time limit.  For information contact Mac McLarin 
(mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org). 

CASSEROLE BLITZ 
Our second casserole blitz of the year will be held between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. next Saturday, 
May 11th, in the church kitchen; ring the buzzer and enter through the 21st Street door.  As 
always, the 30-40 casseroles we make will be used to feed those in need through the University 
City Hospitality Coalition.  We have a lot of fun, enjoying coffee, doughnuts and fellowship—and 
leave knowing we’ve accomplished something good for our community.  Please contact Beverly 
Cowart at missions@fpcphila.org or 215-382-4315 if you can help! 

URBAN TREE CONNECTION 
Are you interested in gardening and helping those who live in a food desert provide for 
themselves?  If so, please join our group next Saturday, May 11th, from 10:30-2:30 as we clear 

(continued)



fields for cultivation in the Haddington section of Philadelphia.  We will meet at the Memorial 
garden (536 North 56th Street) about one mile west of the Philadelphia Zoo.  For more 
information contact Bruce Rapsher (bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org). 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


