
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 February 5, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill.  
The eyes of all people are upon us.  So that if we shall deal 
falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so 
cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be 
made a story and a by-word through the world.  We shall 
open the mouths of enemies to speak evil of the ways of God, 
and all professors for God’s sake.

Gov. John Winthrop
"A Model of Christian Charity"

1630



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Fugue No. 1 on the Name BACH Robert Schumann

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
I am the light of the world.  He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice, and to share your bread with the hungry?

*HYMN 281  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Happy are those who fear the LORD,
who take delight in God’s commands.
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
Their hearts are steady, they are not afraid,
for the righteous will never be moved.
 Psalm 112:1ff

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Holy God, fountain of mercy and grace, in Christ you give birth to new visions of hope 
and heal the wounds of mind and body.  We confess that we have failed to listen to 
voices different from our own, failed to say words that bring healing and hope, and 
perpetuated attitudes that divide and exclude.   Holy God, fountain of mercy and grace, 
pour over us your pardon that your love may transform us into a source of living waters 
for the healing of all creation.  Hear now our prayers offered in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PRAYER FOR GRACE

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Let the Heaven Light Moses Hogan
Let the Heaven light shine on me, for great is the way to the upper bright world.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 58:1-9a (p. 674)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (p. 163)

 GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20 (p. 4)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Fulfilling the Law Rev. Jesse Garner
  Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets;
  I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
  Matthew 5:17



*HYMN 374 Lord Make Us Servants of Your Peace Dickinson College

*APOSTLES CREED  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 OFFERTORY Come Sunday Duke Ellington
Lord, dear Lord above, God of almighty, God of love, please look down and see your 
people through.
I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky.  I don’t mind the gray skies, ‘cause 
they’re just clouds passing by. He’ll give peace and comfort to ev’ry troubled mind. 
Come Sunday, oh come Sunday, that’s the day.
Often we feel weary, but he knows our ev’ry care. Go to him in secret, and he’ll hear 
your ev’ry prayer. Up from dawn to sunset, men work hard all the day. Come Sunday, oh 
come Sunday, that’s the day.
I believe God is now, was then, and always will be. With God’s blessing, we can make it 
thro’ eternity.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

COMMUNION

*HYMN 539 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name Ellers

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

Our guest soloist today is Musa Ngqungwana, and the trombonist is Nick Lombardelli.

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FEBRUARY 5, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Pat Quigg, and the ushers are Doug 
O’Malley, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Andrea Bowman, Judy Callan, William Swoope, and Jim Wilson.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and dedicated to dear ones by Pam Bierce.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Monday, February 6 Congregational CareTeam 11:00 a.m.
 Nominating Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 7 Finance Committee 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, February 9 Session 6:30 p.m.

CONSTITUTION SEMINAR
Our annual Winter Seminar focusing on aspects of constitutional thinking led by Dr. Will Harris 
continues this Wednesday, February 8, from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the MacColl Room.  This year’s 
topic is Jesus: Teacher, Not King.  If you missed the first meeting, hand-outs are available in the 
church office.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week we’ll gather for a 
movie and discussion.  (Use the 21st Street entrance.)  Next Sunday, February 12th we’ll go for 
our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub after the 11 o'clock service.  For more information on the 
Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young 
Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, February 12, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians 
devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more. 

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF THE VILLAGE MOVEMENT 
Penn’s Village, East Falls Village, and Northwest Village Network will join with other villages 
across the country on Monday, February 13, to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the Village 
Movement, which began with the founding of the Beacon Hill Village in Boston.  The celebration 
is being held from 4-6:30 p.m. in the Skyline Room, 4th Floor, Parkway Central Library, 1901 
Vine Street, and will include a live broadcast from Boston featuring Dr. Atul Gawande, author of 
Being Mortal speaking on “The Value of Community and Choices as We Grow Older.”  The 
broadcast will begin promptly at 5:00 pm.  The event is free, but space is limited and 
preregistration is required by February 9.  To register, please email info@pennsvillage.org or call 
215-925-7333.

(continued)



LET’S MAKE CASSEROLES!
Volunteers are needed for our quarterly casserole blitz to make 30-40 casseroles to feed those in 
need through the University City Hospitality Coalition.  This will translate into 300-400 servings 
of hot meals for the hungry and homeless in our city.  Join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 
18 in the church kitchen (ring the buzzer and enter through the 21st Street door).  We have a lot 
of fun, enjoying coffee, doughnuts and fellowship—and leave knowing we’ve accomplished 
something good for our community.  If interested, please contact Beverly Cowart at 
missions@fpcphila.org or 215-382-4315.

ENCOUNTERING OTHER FAITHS:  THE MORMONS
During our education hour on Sundays, February 19 & 26, regional leaders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints will lead a discussion of Mormon history, beliefs and practices.  
Our guests will be Milan and Joan Kunz, and Corrinne and Sean Doughtery.  Join us in the 
MacColl Room at 9:45 am.

WE’RE CLIPPING COUPONS!
The Young Adults are starting a new Project!  We are clipping coupons to mail to organizations 
that send them to military bases around the world.  Coupons can be used for up to six months 
past the expiration date at the stores on base, and the coupons help tremendously.  We need 
YOUR help!  If you get the Sunday paper and do not use the coupons please bring them with 
you to church and drop them off in the labeled basket in the office!  Thanks for your help!
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