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11:00 a.m.
  

Big events go by unseen while we sweat the smaller stuff; things 
happen underground while we watch the boulevard parades.  Truly 
underground, sometimes:  in 1858, the pundits and politicians in 
Britain were obsessing over the British government’s takeover of India 
from the East India Company and the intentions of Napoleon III, yet 
the really big thing was the construction, with the supervisory genius 
of the great engineer Joseph Bazalgette, of a sewer system to protect 
London from its own waste, and so arrest the smelly “miasma” that 
had come to crisis conditions that year.  This underground system, 
along with its visible embankments, would, both directly and by 
example, save countless lives in the developed world during the next 
century—making cholera epidemics, for instance, a thing of the 
distant past.  But it got built in relative invisibility.

Adam Gopnik, 
The New Yorker, 

February 12 & 19, 2018



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Fantasia of Four Parts Orlando Gibbons

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, stanza 3 Plainsong
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.
God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: bow down and hearken
to thy weeping children: pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
 Psalm 19:4

*HYMN 78 Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed Martyrdom

*SENTENCES  
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
 Psalm 19:1-4

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, we sin against you in all that we do.  Forgive us for making idols of our 
own affections.  Forgive us for doing harm to our neighbors, both those who are close by 
and those far away.  Forgive us when we speak words that hurt or belittle.  Forgive us for 
thinking everything depends on us, for you are the God who made us, who led us out of 
our bondage to sin and death, and who has brought us into the community of faith for 
the sake of Christ Jesus.  Hear now the confession we offer in silence…

 TRISAGION (insert)  

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Deep River arr. Gerre Hancock
Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.
Oh don’t you want to go to that gospel feast,
that promised land where all is peace?

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 20:1-17 (p. 65)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 (p. 162)

 NEW TESTAMENT John 2:13-22 (p. 91)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI (insert)  

 SERMON Idolatry Rev. Jesse Garner
You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything…

Exodus 20:4

*APOSTLES’ CREED (insert) I Believe in God the Father Psalm 42

 OFFERTORY Christus Factus est Anton Bruckner
Christus factus est pro nobis obediens usque ad mortem,
mortem autem crucis.
Propter quod et Deus exaltavit illum et dedit illi nomen,
quod est super omne nomen.

Christ became obedient for us unto death, 
even to the death, death on the cross.
Therefore God exalted Him and gave Him a name
which is above all names.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.



*HYMN 79 Kind Maker of the World A la venue de nöel

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 4, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Seth Gee, and the ushers are Jim 
Schreyer, Captain, Miles Davis, Edna Dick, Jon Rogers, and Bill Swoope.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, March 5 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 6 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 8 Session Meeting 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Today, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub.  We will meet 
in Old Buttonwood Hall following the service.  If this is your first time, join us as our guest.  
This Wednesday, March 7th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st Street 
side) for discussion-based fellowship.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact 
Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on 
Facebook.

GUIDE FOR A LENTEN JOURNEY
The season of Lent is a time for reflection, repentance, and soul-searching in the Christian life.  
A guide to assist in the practice of a spiritual discipline for Lent was prepared by the Rev. 
Barbara Chaapel; copies of the “Daily Examen for the Lenten Journey” are available in the 
narthex and in the church office.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY ON SUNDAYS IN LENT
Each Sunday during Lent the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will offer guided spiritual direction from 
12:15 to 1:00 p.m. in the Whitefield Room.  This is an opportunity to learn and experience a 
spiritual practice for Lent, and to share silence and guided reflection.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
For their next gathering, Women of Wit & Wisdom will enjoy an elegant prix fixe tea at Sofitel’s 
Liberté Lounge, 120 South 17th Street, on Wednesday, March 7, at 2:00 p.m.  Please RSVP no 
later than Monday, March 5, to the church office (office@fpcphila.org; 215-567-0532).  We will 
meet inside the Sofitel entrance.  Join us for a delightful afternoon.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE
Next Sunday, March 11, children of all ages, as well as those who are kids at heart, are invited to 
our monthly sing-along immediately following the 9 a.m. Celebration! service in Old 
Buttonwood Hall.  We'll gather with children's instruments and share our faith through song.  
For more information contact Megan LeCluyse (megan.lecluyse@fpcphila.org).
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