
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Day of Pentecost June 4, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Out of love for the truth and from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend 
Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and 
ordinary lecturer therein at Wittenberg, intends to defend the 
following statements and to dispute on them in that place.  Therefore 
he asks that those who cannot be present and dispute with him orally 
shall do so in their absence by letter.  In the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Amen.

1. When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent” (Mt 4:17), 
he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.

2. This word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of 
penance, that is, confession and satisfaction, as administered by the 
clergy. 

3. Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance; such inner repentance 
is worthless unless it produces various outward mortification of the 
flesh. 

The opening words of the Disputation on the 
Power of Indulgences, or the Ninety-five Theses,

Martin Luther (1517)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Komm Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott J.S. Bach

 CANTICLE Come Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire Plainsong
(The text may be followed in hymn 125.)

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…

Acts 2:2-3

*HYMN 129 Come, O Spirit Ebenezer 

*SENTENCES  Rev. Drew Harrison
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our eyes to the way.
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our ears to the truth.
Come, Holy Spirit,
and open our hearts to new life.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating a new 
community of faith.  We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us.  
We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a 
people made one in Christ.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Transform our fearful and timid 
lives by the power of your Holy Spirit, and fill us with a burning desire to be your 
faithful people in the world for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Hear now the prayers 
we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM Der heilig Geist vom Himmel kam Johann Eccard
Der heilig Geist vom Himmel kam, mit Brausen das ganz Haus einnahm, darin die Jünger sassen; 
Gott wollt sie nicht verlassen. O welch ein selig Fest ist der Pfingsttag gewest! Got sende noch 
jetztund in unser Herz und Mund sein heil'gen Geist! Das sei ja, das sei ja, so singen wir Halleluja! 
Der Jünger Zungen feurig warn, das Wort soll brünstig heraus fahrn, der Geist saß auf ihn' allen; ihr 
Herz für Freud' tät wallen. Sie predigten in mancher Sprach', durch Gottes Geist Wunder geschach, 
viel Völker das Wort hörten, und sich zum Herrn bekehrten.
The Holy Spirit came from heaven, and overtook the whole house with the sound of the 
wind, where the disciples sat; God will not leave them.  O what a blessed festival is the 
day of Pentecost!  Let us now send, and in our hearts and mouths, His Holy Spirit!  So 
we sing Hallelujah!  The tongues of the disciples were fiery, the word shall be fervent, 
the spirit sat upon them.  They preached in many a language, were miracles by God's 
Spirit, many nations heard the word, and were converted to the Lord.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Numbers 11:24-30 (p. 129)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  (p. 170)

 GOSPEL Acts 2:1-21 (p. 116)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON The Holy Spirit Rev. Jesse Garner
Would that all the Lord's people were prophets, 

and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!
Numbers 11:29

*HYMN 126 Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove St. Agnes

*NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, both seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



 OFFERTORY When the Day of Pentecost was Fully Come N. Coke-Jephcott
When the day of Pentecost was fully come, there were all with one accord in one place.  
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God
Let us keep the feast.

Communion of the People of God

*HYMN (INSERT) O Day Full of Grace Den Signede Dag

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 



ANNOUNCEMENTS JUNE 4, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Drew Harrison.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Bill 
Swoope, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Pam Bierce, Andrea Bowman, and Jim Wilson.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of Nan Somerville's 
birthday by the Somerville and Roberts family in honor of her life of service to this church and 
the beauty she brought into our lives.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, June 5 Congregational Care Team 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, June 5 Nominating Committee 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 8 Budget Committee 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 10 Session Retreat 9:30 a.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings.  The Young Adult's summer fellowship will 
be at different places throughout Philadelphia.  We will gather this Wednesday, June 7th, at 
Independence Beer Garden at 7:30 p.m.  The Young Adults brunch will be next Sunday, June 
11th, after the 11 o'clock service.  Join us for some food and good fellowship.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
First Church is volunteering with Girls’ Leadership Camp at Bartram’s Garden on Saturday, 
June 10 @ 9:30 a.m. to help develop a green-space while mentoring young women.
MANNA needs volunteers in their kitchen (420 N. 20th Street) on Monday, June 12 @ 7-10 a.m. 
to help prepare and package meals for delivery to those battling life-threatening illnesses.
Contact Clark Royle (clark.royle@fpcphila.org) for information or to sign up.

IFTAR MEAL
All are invited to join our neighbors for the meal breaking the fast at the close of day during 
Ramadan.   This year’s Iftar, sponsored by the religious communities of Center City, will be held 
at Trinity Memorial Church (22nd & Spruce) at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 15.  The meal will 
be provided by the Peace Island Institute, and our guest speaker will be Mr. Marwan Kreidie.  A 
donation of $10 is suggested.

PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Sunday, June 18, Beth Hessell, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Historical Society will 
present a special program during our adult education hour and offer a Minute for Mission during 
worship about the work of the PHS.  Her topic for Adult Forum will be “What’s Enough 
Witness?:  Presbyterians and the Incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II.”  
Join us at 9:45 a.m. on June 18 in the MacColl Room.

(continued)



INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend our new member class on Saturday, June 24th 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The class is informal and explores what Presbyterians believe, what 
membership means, and how to get involved at First Church.  Contact Drew 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) for more information.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader
Mr. Clark Royle, Seminary Intern

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


