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“This much is certain, that we have no theological right 
to set any sort of limits to the loving-kindness of God 
which has appeared in Jesus Christ.  Our theological 
duty is to see and understand it as being still greater 
than we had seen before.” 

―Karl Barth 
The Humanity of God



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Schmücke dich, O liebe Seele J. S. Bach 

 CANTICLE Alleluia John Tavener 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!  God sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let 
the earth quake!  The LORD is great in Zion; The LORD is exalted over all the peoples.  
Let them praise your great and awesome name.  Holy is the LORD! 
  Psalm 99:1-3 

*HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and 
righteousness in Jacob. 
Extol the LORD our God; worship at God’s footstool.  Holy is the LORD! 
Extol the LORD our God, and worship at God’s holy mountain; 
For the LORD our God is holy. 
  Psalm 99:4-5, 9 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, remind us of your promises, that are from everlasting to everlasting, as we 
prepare to come to your table.  Remind us that you have loved us from the moment you 
made us, and love us still.  Remind us of how prophets called us back to faithfulness 
when we departed from your ways.  Remind us that in Jesus Christ, you took on the 
burden of sin and opened for us the way to life eternal.  And reminding us of all these 
things, free us from our sin, and show us once more the way you would have us go.  We 
offer these prayers, and those said in the silence of our hearts, in the name of Jesus 
Christ… 

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Christ Upon the Mountain Peak Paul Bouman 
Christ upon the mountain peak stands alone in glory blazing; let us, if we dare to speak, 
with the saints and angels praise him.  Alleluia! 
Trembling at his feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking.  All the prophets and the Law 
shout through them their joyful greeting.  Alleluia! 
Swift the cloud of glory came. God proclaiming in its thunder Jesus as his Son by name! 
Nations cry aloud in wonder!  Alleluia! 
This is God's beloved Son! Law and prophets before him;  first and last and only One, let 
creation now adore him!  Alleluia! 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

 OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 34:29-35 (p. 80) 

 EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 (p. 176) 

 GOSPEL Luke 9:28-48a (p. 68) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Greatness of God Dr. Mullis 
And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 

Luke 9:43a 

*HYMN 75 O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair Deo Gracias 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 OFFERTORY Transfiguration Craig Phillips 
O burning mountain, O chosen sun, O perfect moon, O fathomless well, O unattainable 
height, O unattainable light, O clearness beyond all measure, O wisdom without end, O 
mercy without all limit, O strength beyond resistance, O crown of all majesty, 
All creation humbly sings your praise:  Bright stars, high mountains, depths of the seas, 
rushing waters, All these break into song at heaven’s proclamation:  This is my Son, my 
beloved, My chosen One.  Alleluia!  (Mechtild of Magdeburg (1207-1294)) 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS (Insert)  Jeffrey Smith 

ACCLAMATION 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast. 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Communion is served by intinction; when you come forward, take a piece of bread and dip it in the chalice.  
Gluten free bread is available in the center of each plate.  If you are unable to come forward, please alert the usher 
and you will be served in your place. 

HYMN 509 For the Bread Cross of Jesus 

*HYMN (Insert) Alleluia! Song of Gladness Dulce Carmen 

*BENEDICTION   

 RECESSIONAL (Insert) Alleluia Taize 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



Announcements March 3, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Dave Huting, and the 
ushers are Miles Davis(Captain), Joshua Banks, Mary Elizabeth Greeley, João Magalhaes, and 
Rebecca Yep. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Carol Cook, in loving memory of her 
parents, John and Caroline Scott. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, March 4 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, March 7 Deacons 6:45 p.m. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
First Church will offer two services on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  A Service of Noonday Prayer 
will be held at 12:00 p.m., and a Choral Evensong at 7:00 p.m.  The imposition of ashes will be 
offered at both services.  On-street parking is available with placard. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, March 6th, we will be attending the Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m. instead of 
gathering for our normal discussion.  Join us next Sunday, March 10th, for T&T Brunch after the 
11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub 
together.  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP 
The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet next Saturday, March 9th, at 9 a.m. at the Café at 
DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  Contact Mac McLarin (mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org) for 
information. 

LECTIO DIVINA 
On five Sundays in the season of Lent (March 10, 17, 24, 31, and April 7) the Reverend Barbara 
Chaapel will teach the practice of lectio divina as an offering for adult education at 9:45 a.m.  
Lectio divina, which means “divine reading,” is an ancient practice of reading and contemplating 
scripture that is intended to promote communion with God and increase our knowledge of 
God’s Word.  Contact Barbara Chaapel(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) with questions. 

PRAYER LABYRINTH 
On Wednesday, March 13, from 4 to 7 p.m., a prayer labyrinth will be available in Old 
Buttonwood Hall for anyone to come and walk the path on your Lenten journey.  The labyrinth 
is a full-scale replica of the one in Chartres Cathedral in France, on loan to us from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

(continued)



CONVERSATIONS WORTH HAVING 
First Church, partnering with the Presbyterian Foundation, has invited William G. Enright, 
Ph.D. for a conversation about giving, and the ways we talk about giving on Saturday, March 16, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with church officers and all interested members.  To register, use the 
following link:  www.presbyterianfoundation.org/conversations-worth-having/. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/conversations-worth-having/

