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In setting forth this Book of Order, the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) reaffirms the historic principles of church order, which 
have been a part of our common heritage and which are basic to 
our Presbyterian concept and system of church government, 
namely…

That truth is in order to goodness; and the great touchstone of 
truth, its tendency to promote holiness, according to our Savior’s 
rule, “By their fruits ye shall know them.”  And that no opinion 
can either be more pernicious or more absurd than that which 
brings truth and falsehood upon a level, and represents it as of 
no consequence what a man’s opinions are. On the contrary, we 
are persuaded that there is an inseparable connection between 
faith and practice, truth and duty.  Otherwise it would be of no 
consequence either to discover truth or to embrace it.

Historic Principles of Church Order
Presbyterian Church (USA), 1789



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Jesus Shall Reign Sandra Eithun
McFarlin United Methodist Church Handbell Choir

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to endless ages.

*HYMN 423 Jesus Shall Reign Duke Street

*SENTENCES  Elder Larry Slagle
O LORD, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up. 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
how vast, O God, the sum of your thoughts!
 Psalm 139:1ff

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy and eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is 
hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and deliver us from foolish thoughts and aimless 
desires, that with truly humble hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, 
confiding in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and our strength.   Hear now the 
confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Healey Willan

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Let Everything That Hath Breath Jeffrey Ames
McFarlin United Methodist Church Chapel Choir

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 3:1-10  (p. 244)

 EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 4:5–12 (p. 177)

 GOSPEL Mark 2:23–3:6 (p. 36)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Why Education? Rev. Jesse Garner
It is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts 

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God…
2 Corinthians 4:6

*HYMN 439 In Christ There Is No East or West St. Peter

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Larry Slagle
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Reading Buddies Laura McMunigal

 OFFERTORY Holy, Holy, Holy Piotr Illyich Tchaikovsky
(The text may be followed in Hymn 138)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner



 ANTHEM Lord’s Prayer Stephen Key
McFarlin United Methodist Church Chapel Choir

*HYMN 281 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Fugue in E flat J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

We thank the Handbell Choir, under the direction of Libby Waldenville, and the Chapel 
Choir, under the direction of Antonio Hunt, from McFarlin United Methodist Church in 
Norman, OK, for sharing their music with us this morning.  Libby is the sister of the 
Rev. Jerry Foote.

Today is also the last Sunday of the choir season.  We thank the Chancel and Parish 
choirs for their tremendous music-making all year long, and wish them a restful 
summer break.  The choir will return on September 9th.

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JUNE 3, 2018

The liturgist today is Elder Larry Slagle.  The Greeter is Jack Melvin, and the ushers are William 
Swoope (Captain), Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Pamela Bierce, and Mary Elizabeth Greeley.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in honor of Pat Quigg and Reading 
Buddies in its 50th year.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, June 4 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, June 7 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

NEW FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY
We are collecting photos from all families for a new photo directory!  If you do not have a recent 
photograph we will be taking photos after worship over the next few weeks in Old Buttonwood 
Hall.  Digital photo files (jpg) may be sent to communications@fpcphila.org.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Today, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub.  We will meet 
in Old Buttonwood Hall following the service.  If this is your first time, join us as our guest.  
This Wednesday, June 6th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for "Ask the Pastor" with 
Pastor Megan; enter on 21st Street.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact 
Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on 
Facebook.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
The Women of Wit and Wisdom will end our season with dinner at Positano’s Restaurant, 
located in Old City at 212 Walnut Street, on Wednesday, June 6th at 6 p.m.  The restaurant is 
easily accessible by public transportation.  For those driving, there is street parking as well as 
two garages on Second Street between Walnut and Chestnut Streets.  Please RSVP to the church 
office no later than Monday, June 4 (office@fpcphila.org; 215-567-0532).  Women of Wit and 
Wisdom will not meet in July and August.

INTERFAITH IFTAR DINNER
Join members of the Rittenhouse interfaith community for an Iftar dinner, the daily “breaking 
the fast” at sundown during Ramadan.  The dinner will be held at Trinity Memorial Church 
(22nd & Spruce) at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 6.  A donation of $10 per person is suggested.  
See Jesse Garner for more information.

(continued)



FPCQ HAPPY HOUR
On Friday, June 8th, at 6 p.m., the fpcQ group will welcome Pride Weekend with a beverage 
enjoying the beautiful view overlooking the city from Mete & Larry's rooftop.  Bring a beverage 
and a bite to share and we'll have a very happy hour or so!  See details and RSVP on the 
Facebook group, or email Larry Slagle (lgbt@fpcphila.org).

UCHC CASSEROLE BLITZ
The Missions Committee will once again be sponsoring a casserole blitz next Saturday, June 9th 
to provide meals for the hungry through the University City Hospitality Coalition.  Beginning at 
8:30 a.m., we typically make 30-40 casseroles (which feed 8 times that many people) by 10 a.m. 
It’s a fun, gratifying way to spend a Saturday morning (and we have coffee and very good 
donuts)!  Please contact Beverly Cowart (missions@fpcphila.org) if you can participate.

BAND OF BOOMERS
Next Sunday, June 10th, at 1 p.m., the First Church Band of Boomers will take a Schuylkill River 
Cruise to Bartram’s Garden aboard the Patriot Harbor Lines.  Space is limited--only 15 tickets 
available!  The cost is $27 per person.  No refreshments are included, but drinks and snacks are 
available for purchase.  Feel free to bring a lunch.  Please RSVP to boomers@fpcphila.org.  Your 
place will be reserved upon receipt of payment.  Mail your check, payable to Rick Unger, to 200 
W. Washington Square, Apt. 3308, Phila, PA 19106, or Venmo to runger00.
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