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Did I offer peace today?  Did I bring a smile to 
someone's face?  Did I say words of healing?  Did I 
let go of my anger and resentment?  Did I forgive?  
Did I love?  These are the real questions.  I must 
trust that the little bit of love that I sow now will 
bear many fruits, here in this world and the life to 
come. 

— Henri Nouwen



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Cortege et Litanie Marcel Dupre 

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Psalm 118:24 

*HYMN 481 Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show Llanfair 

*SENTENCES  Delores Brisbon 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, 
for God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
 Psalm 118:26, 2829 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, remind us of the promises of our baptism as we prepare to come to your 
table.  Remind us that you who are love also give love.  You who give love also command 
love.  So, for the moments when our love fails, we ask forgiveness.  When we love in 
ways that are self-serving, we ask forgiveness.  When we love only those who love us, 
we ask forgiveness.  Remind us of the lengths to which your love for humankind led you 
to go, for we pray it in the name of our crucified and risen savior, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
even as we continue our prayers in silence… 

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, believe the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Ubi Caritas Ola Gjeilo 
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 
Exultemus et in ipso jucundemur. 
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. 
Ex et corde diligams nos sincero. Amen.  

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
The love of Christ has gathered us together. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Let us revere and love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one 
another.  Amen 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 1:4-10 (p. 685) 

 PSALTER Psalm 71:1-6 (p. 521) 

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 13 (p. 171) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Love Dr. Mullis 
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

I Corinthians 13:13 

*HYMN (Insert) My Life Flows On How Can I Keep From Singing 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
\who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 OFFERTORY Though I Speak Crys Armbrust 
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am a noisy gong, I am a clanging cymbal. 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries, 
all knowledge, and have faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. 
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child, 
but when I became a man, I put down childish things. 
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face: 
Now I know in part; then shall I understand fully 
even as I have been fully understood. 
For prophecies, they pass away, tongues, they cease, 
knowledge, it passes away. Love never ends. 
Amor vincit omnia. (Love conquers all.) 



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast. 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Communion is served by intinction; when you come forward, take a piece of bread and dip it in the 
chalice.  Gluten free bread is available in the center of each plate.  If you are unable to come forward, 
please alert the usher and you will be served in your place. 

*HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrodol 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Final (from Symphony IV) Charles-Marie Widor 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 French Horns:  Karen Schubert and Lyndsie Wilson  



Announcements February 3, 2019 
The liturgist today is Delores Brisbon.  The Greeters are Liz Collins and Katherine Crockett, and 
the ushers are Jim Schreyer (Captain), Jeannie Boehner, Miles Davis, João Magalhaes, and Bill 
Swoope. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Philip S. Schwartz, by 
Evelyn & Harold Schwartz. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, February 4 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 6 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, February 7 Trustees 6:30 p.m. 
 Deacons 6:45 p.m. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Session has set next Sunday, February 10th, as the date of our Annual Meeting which will be 
held in Old Buttonwood Hall at noon, following the 11 a.m. worship service.  A light lunch will 
be served.  The congregation will receive the 2018 Annual Report, hear and act on the 
recommendations of the Nominating Committee to elect officers and members of the church's 
Nominating Committee for 2019, and vote upon a proposed amendment of the Congregational 
Bylaws (www.fpcphila.org/policies-bylaws/).  All members are urged to attend this important 
meeting. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us today for T&T Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after 
worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together.  This Wednesday, February 6th, at 7:30 p.m., we 
will gather at First Church for fellowship and discussion.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  For more 
information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

MOVING FIRST FORWARD - GROWING IN GRATITUDE 
Pledge update (as of January 29):  we have received 122 pledges for a total of $424,807 for 2019 
Annual Giving.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2019, there’s still time!  Please 
complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online 
at www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge.  Thank you to all who have already pledged! 

REV. SARAH WEISIGER’S MATERNITY LEAVE 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation, is on maternity 
leave from February 1 through March 30.  During Sarah’s absence, please contact Larry Slagle 
(larry.slagle@fpcphila.org) for questions about membership.  For questions or concerns with 

(continued)



respect to Children’s Sunday School and/or the Nursery, please contact Emily Roan 
(emily.roan@fpcphila.org) or Karen Marston (karen.marston@fpcphila.org). 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


