
The Service for the Lord’s Day
First Sunday in Advent December 3, 2017

11:00 a.m.

 

Hope
“Creator God, tell me of another world,” I said. 
“A world where bodies don’t fail and all are born healthy, so 
people dance for days.  A world where grief sets its prisoners 
free and heartbroken hearts find relief.
Tell me of another world, God.  A world where toddlers believe 
they can and clap for themselves every time they take another 
wobbly step.
Tell me of the end of war. 
Tell me of a church whose walls become windows, and whose 
faith becomes a magnet—drawing people in with love’s pure 
pull.
Tell me again about the lion and the lamb. 
Tell me of another world,” I said.

Then God said, “Child, my child. You are my world. You are my heart, 
and you are my Church.  What you speak of is hope.  But you should 
keep speaking, and keep seeking, for it is such a beautiful prayer.”

Conversations with God
Sarah Are 



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  Geonyong Lee/Marion Pope
Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one body. Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile your 
people.

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Delores Brisbon, Carol Winkler & Jean Witmer

*HYMN 6 Jesus Comes With Clouds Descending Helmsley

*SENTENCES  Elder Diane Rogers
The Spirit and the church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await his appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God-with-us, we confess that you can seem far away even in Advent.  You seem to be 
hidden when we need you near, and in our doubt and fear, we do not seek to draw closer 
to you, but instead lash out against you, our neighbor, even those we love.  Forgive us, 
we pray.  Let your face shine until our tears are dried, our sins are faded, and our hope is 
restored.  For we are your people, and by your grace, we can be made new.  Hear now 
the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from Him who freed us from our sins, who loved us all and 
shed His blood that we might saved be. Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty 
God, who was and is and is to come; sing Holy, Holy, Lord! Rejoice in heaven, all ye that 
dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming, is coming soon, for 
Christ is coming soon! E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!
(adapted from Revelation 22)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 64:1-9 (p. 680)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (p. 162)

 NEW TESTAMENT Mark 13:24-37 (p. 49)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Picardy
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON When the Clouds Part Rev. Jesse Garner
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory.

Mark 13:26

*HYMN 14 Savior of the Nations Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  Elder Diane Rogers
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Vigilate William Byrd
Vigilate, nescitis enim quando dominus 
domus veniat, sero, an media nocte, an 
gallicantu, an mane. Vigilate ergo, ne cum 
venerit repente, inveniat vos dormientes. 
Quod autem dico vobis, omnibus dico: 
vigilate.

Watch ye therefore (for you know 
not when the lord of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at 
the cock crowing, or in the 
morning): Watch therefore, lest 
coming on a sudden, he find you 
sleeping. And what I say to you, I say 
to all: Watch.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

*HYMN 15 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers Llangloffan

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 3, 2017
The liturgist today is Elder Diane Rogers.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Miles 
Davis, Captain, Joshua Banks, Judy Callan, Mary Elizabeth Greeley, and Stella Tsai.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of D. Clive Thompson by 
the Rev. Jesse Garner.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, December 4 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 5 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 7 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

ADVENT EVENTS
Please refer to the special Advent Events insert for details on all of the events happening during 
the Advent season.  Events this week are:

Friday, December 8 Band of Boomers Christmas Party
Sunday, December 10 Tree trimming, Advent Lunch, Cheer! concert, Young Adult 
 Christmas Party

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Join us today for Young Adult First Sunday Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old 
Buttonwood Hall after worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and 
fellowship.  This Wednesday, December 6th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church (enter on 
the 21st Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  For more information on the Young Adult 
Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook.

NOON ORGAN CONCERTS AT OLD PINE
Old Pine Street Presbyterian Church (412 Pine Street), in conjunction with the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, will be hosting three Tuesday Noon Organ Recitals 
in December which are free and open to the public.  This series is part of Old Pine’s 250th 
Anniversary year and the 125th birthday of the J. W. Steere organ.  All are invited!

December 5 Edward Landin, Assistant Director of Music, Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church
December 12 Matthew Glandorf, Organist and Choirmaster, Church of the Good Shepherd, Rosemont
December 19 David Burton-Brown, Organist, Grace Epiphany Episcopal Church, Mt. Airy

MOVING FIRST FORWARD PLEDGE UPDATE
To date we have received 92 pledges for a total of $366,500 for 2018 Annual Giving.  This is 80% 
of our goal for pledges.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2018, please complete a 
pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge online at 
fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/.  Please help us reach our goal for the Future at First!

(continued)
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


