
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Fourth Sunday in Lent March 31, 2019 
 11:00 a.m. 

   

It's a thing to see when a boy comes home. 

―John Steinbeck 
The Grapes of Wrath



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 PRELUDE Marche Funèbre et Chant Seraphíque Alexandre Guilmant 

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, Stanza 4 Plainsong 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee. 
Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: with true contrition, now no more we veil 
them: grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  Come into God’s presence with singing. 
  Psalm 100:1-2 

*HYMN 184 How Blest Are Those Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Happy are those 
to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, "I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad 
cries of deliverance. 
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart. 
  Psalm 32:1-2, 5-6, 11 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  
᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we do not know what it means for you to “take frail flesh and die.”  Our 
understanding is limited to our human experience.  We understand death from our 
human point of view, but we cannot know what trauma in your being you endured when 

*Those who are able may stand.



you were crucified and died.  And yet you offered yourself for us, enduring the hell of 
beatings, mocking, and finally death.  It is not easy for us to contemplate such things.  
The nature of our sin is that, even knowing such things, we will never fully understand 
how deeply you have loved us.  So forgive us, we pray.  Fill our hearts with gratitude for 
the depths to which you would go for us.  We pray this in Jesus’ name, and for his sake, 
even as we continue our prayers… 

 TRISAGION  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Ubi Caritas David Briggs 

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.  
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.  
Exultemus et in ipso jucundemur.  
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum.  
Ex et corde diligams nos sincero.  Amen.  

Where charity and love are, God is there.  
The love of Christ has gathered us 
together. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Let us revere and love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one 
another.  Amen. 



 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

 OLD TESTAMENT Joshua 5:9-12 (p. 195) 

 EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (p. 177) 

 GOSPEL Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 (p. 76) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Into the Far Country Dr. Mullis 
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a far country,  

and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
Luke 15:13 

*HYMN 84 In the Cross of Christ I Glory Rathbun 

*APOSTLES’ CREED (traditional)   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 OFFERTORY Te Deum John Ireland 
We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.  All the earth doth worship 
thee, the Father everlasting.  To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens, and all the powers 
therein.  To thee cherubim and seraphim continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of 
Hosts; heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.  The glorious company of the 
apostles praise thee.  The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.  The noble army of 
martyrs praise thee.  The holy church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee; the 
Father of an infinite majesty; thine honorable, true and only Son; also the Holy Ghost the 
comforter.  Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.  Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.  
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb.  
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death thou didst open the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers.  Thou sittest at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father.  We believe 
that thou shalt come to be our Judge.  We therefore pray thee, help thy servants whom thou 
hast redeemed with thy precious blood.  Make them to be numbered with thy Saints in glory 
everlasting.  O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage.  Govern them and lift them up 
for ever.  Day by day we magnify thee; and we worship thy name, ever world without end.  
Vouchsafe, O Lord to keep us this day without sin.  O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us.  O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.  O Lord, in thee have 
I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 313 Come Down, O Love Divine Down Ampney 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Improvisation  



Announcements March 31, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Suellen Smith, and the 
ushers are Bill Swoope (Captain), Jeannie Boehner, Edna Dick, Michael Smith, and Stella Tsai. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, April 1 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, April 4 Deacons 6:45 p.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Join us this Wednesday, April 3rd, at 7:30 p.m., when we will gather at First Church for 
fellowship and discussion.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  Join us next Sunday for T&T Brunch after the 
11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub 
together.  For more information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

LECTIO DIVINA 
On Sundays in the season of Lent the Reverend Barbara Chaapel is teaching the practice of lectio 
divina for adult education at 9:45 a.m.  Lectio divina, which means “divine reading,” is an ancient 
practice of reading and contemplating scripture that is intended to promote communion with 
God and increase our knowledge of God’s Word.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

BAND OF BOOMERS SPRING EVENT 
The spring Band of Boomers event will be a trip to Adventure Aquarium in Camden, NJ next 
Sunday, April 7th at 1 p.m.  We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after the 11 o’clock service and 
coordinate transportation.  We will eat lunch at the Aquarium upon arrival.  Please contact Rick 
and Shellie Unger (boomers@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Join the Women of Wit and Wisdom for a brown bag lunch and invigorating discussion on 
Thursday, April 11 at 12:00 noon. Bring lunch and a stimulating topic you'd like to share. RSVP 
to womenwitwisdom.org  or call Diane at (609) 980-5421 by Tuesday, April 9. Beverages will be 
provided.

(continued)



THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 
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The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


