
The Service for the Lord’s Day
First Sunday after Christmas Day December 31, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

At the beginning of a new year, many people have nothing better to 
do than to make a list of bad deeds and resolve from now on—how 
many such “from-now-ons” have there been!—to begin with better 
intentions, but they are still stuck in their paganism.  They believe 
that a good intention already means a new beginning; they believe 
that on their own they can make a new start whenever they want.  
But that is an evil illusion:  only God can make a new beginning 
with people whenever God pleases, but not people with God.  
Therefore people cannot make a new beginning at all; they can only 
pray for one….  And we can pray for one only when we realize we 
cannot do anything, that we have reached our limit, that someone 
else must make that new beginning.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
from prison, 1943



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE The Old Year Has Passed Away J. S. Bach

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
My eyes have seen your salvation…a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.
 Luke 2:30, 32

*HYMN (insert) Hail to the Lord Who Comes Old 120th

*SENTENCES  
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
 Isaiah 62:2-3

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, we confess that we have not been your faithful people.  We have kept 
silent in the face of hatred and injustice, and have been idle in the midst of pain and 
suffering.  We have not been a light to the nations, nor have our lives revealed your 
glory.  Forgive us, Merciful God.  Repair the ugliness of our sinful world, and restore in 
us the beauty of your grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Hear now the confessions 
we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Nunc Dimittis (The Song of Simeon) Ronald Arnatt
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these 
eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a 
Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (p. 678)

 EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 (p. 185)

 NEW TESTAMENT Luke 2:22-40 (p. 57)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON And Your Own Soul, Too Rev. Kenneth J. Ross
And a sword will pierce your own soul too. 

Luke 2:35b

*HYMN 411 Arise, Your Light is Come! Festal Song

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  Rev. Jesse Garner
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Whence is that Goodly Fragrance French Carol
   arr. A.E. Baker

Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing, stealing our senses all away?  Never the like 
did come ablowing, shepherds, from flowery fields in May.  Whence is that goodly 
fragrance flowing, stealing our senses all away?

What is that light so brilliant, breaking here in the night across our eyes?  Never so 
bright the daystar waking, started to climb the morning skies!  What is that light so 
brilliant, breaking here in the night across our eyes?



Bethlehem!  There, in manger lying, find your Redeemer, haste away.  Run ye with eager 
footsteps hieing!  Worship the Savior born today. Bethlehem!  There in manger lying, 
find your Redeemer, haste away.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 474 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright Puer Nobis Nascitur

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Prelude to the Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 31, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Jesse Garner.  The Greeter is Dave Huting, and the ushers are Jim 
Schreyer, Captain, Pam Bierce, Jeannie Boehner, Michael Smith, and Don Williams.

Our preacher today is Rev. Kenneth J. Ross, long-time parish associate of First Church and most 
recently the interim pastor of the Falls of Schuylkill Presbyterian Church in East Falls.  Welcome 
home, Ken!

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in honor of Jessica and Lee Nutty by 
George Nutty.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, January 2 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 4 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

ORDINATION TODAY
This afternoon at First Church at 4:00 p.m., Margaret Somerville will be ordained by a 
commission of the Presbytery of Philadelphia to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament in 
the Presbyterian Church (USA).  All are invited.  Street parking will be available with placard.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed tomorrow for New Year’s Day, and will re-open on Tuesday, 
January 2.  In the event of an emergency, please contact Rev. Jesse Garner directly 
(jesse.garner@fpcphila.org).

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will gather this Wednesday, January3rd at 7:30 p.m. at First Church (enter on 
the 21st St. side) for discussion based fellowship.  Join us Sunday, January 7th, for Young Adult 
Brunch after the 11 o'clock service. Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship and we'll walk to 
the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and fellowship.  If you are a first time Young Adult 
please join us as our guest.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service for long-time member Doris Steinberg will be held next Saturday, January 
6th, at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Doris is survived by her 
husband of 59 years, Phil Steinberg, her daughters Rev. Susan Steinberg of Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, and Mimi Satterthwaite of Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, and four grandchildren.

STAND WITH IRAQI CHRISTIANS
On Wednesday January 17th at 7:00 p.m., members of Stand With Iraqi Christians will speak in 
our church about their mission for those who were so violently displaced by ISIS in or near 
Mosul in Iraq.  Please come and hear their message of hope.  H’ors d’ouvres will be provided.

(continued)



MOVING FIRST FORWARD PLEDGE UPDATE
To date we have received 107 pledges for a total of $392,181 for 2018 Annual Giving.  We are 
still short of our budgeted goal of $475,000.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2018, 
please complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can also pledge 
online at fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward/.  Help us reach our goal for the Future at First!
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


