
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 September 30, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

“He that takes truth for his guide, and duty for 
his end, may safely trust to God's providence to 
lead him aright.”

Blaise Pascal



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Improvisation 

 THE PRECES (Sung by the Choir)  Andrew Senn
V. O Lord, open thou our lips;
R. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
V. O God, make speed to save us;
R. O Lord, make haste to help us.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
V. Praise ye the Lord;
R. The Lord’s Name be praised.

*PSALTER HYMN 236 Now Israel May Say Old 124th

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Said by all)  
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have 
offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought of 
have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou 
those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name.  Amen.

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 FIRST LESSON Esther 7:1-10, 9:20-22 (p. 441)

 TE DEUM (Sung by the Choir)  Herbert Howells
We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.  All the earth doth worship 
thee, the Father everlasting.  To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens, and all the powers 
therein.  To thee cherubim and seraphim continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
of Hosts; heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.  The glorious company of 
the apostles praise thee.  The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.  The noble 
army of martyrs praise thee.  The holy church throughout all the world doth 
acknowledge thee; the Father of an infinite majesty; thine honorable, true and only Son; 

*Those who are able may stand.



also the Holy Ghost the comforter.  Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.  Thou art the 
everlasting Son of the Father.  When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man thou didst 
not abhor the Virgin's womb.  When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death thou 
didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Thou sittest at the right hand of God 
in the glory of the Father.  We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.  We 
therefore pray thee, help thy servants whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood.  Make them to be numbered with thy Saints in glory everlasting.  O Lord, save 
thy people and bless thine heritage.  Govern them and lift them up for ever.  Day by day 
we magnify thee; and we worship thy name, ever world without end.  Vouchsafe, O 
Lord, to keep us this day without sin.  O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.  
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.  O Lord, in thee have I 
trusted; let me never be confounded.

 SECOND LESSON James 5:13-20  (p. 227)

 JUBILATE (Sung by the Choir)  Herbert Howells
O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his 
presence with a song.  Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath made us and 
not we ourselves; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  O go your way into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him and speak 
good of his Name.  For the Lord is gracious; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth from generation to generation.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end.  
Amen.

*APOSTLES’ CREED (Said by all)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen



*THE LESSER LITANY (Sung by the Choir)  Andrew Senn
V. The Lord be with you;
R. And with thy spirit.
V. Let us pray.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Said by all)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*VERSICLES AND RESPONSES (Sung by the Choir) Andrew Senn
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
R. And grant us thy salvation.
V. O Lord, save the State;
R. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
V. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
R. And make thy chosen people joyful.
V. O Lord, save thy people;
R. And bless thine inheritance.
V. Give peace in our time, O Lord;
R. Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
V. O God, make clean our hearts within us;
R. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

 SERMON For Such A Time As This  Dr. Mullis

 INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS  Rev. Sarah Weisiger

 OFFERTORY Sicut Cervus G.P. da Palestrina

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, 
ita desiderat anima mea ad te, Deus.

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, 
so longeth my soul after thee, O God.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 PRAYER OF SAINT CHRYSOSTOM (Said by all) 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered 
together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world 
knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

*PSALTER HYMN 218 New Songs of Celebration Rendez à Dieu

 BENEDICTION

 ORGAN Epilogue Herbert Howells
(from The Hovingham Sketches)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

This morning, we offer our morning worship in a different style, Choral Matins.  Though this 
service has its oldest roots in the monastic prayer services, the order we follow today comes 
from the early days of the Church of England during the English Reformation; it is the “morning 
version” of Evensong, which will be familiar to many of you, particularly those who went on the 
Songs Overseas trip.  Our Presbyterian order of service is not all that different--both include the 
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Gloria Patri, and readings, though arranged in a slightly different 
order.  To that, Matins adds the singing of two canticles, the Te Deum and Jubilate, and the 
Responses, sung by the choir.  A large part of the monastic service consists of the singing of 
psalms; we’ll sing together the Psalter Hymns out of our own Calvinist tradition.  These metrical 
psalms were, in fact, the music of the Reformation under John Calvin.  The service uses the old 
language of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, not to confound us, but to ground us.  It is that 
beautiful poetic language which connects us with the generations of saints who have uttered 
those same words for over 400 years.  We hope that you will find this service meaningful and 
prayerful; it is our hope to try it another time or two during the year.

Andrew Senn



Announcements September 30, 2018
The liturgist today is the Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Heather Coyne, and the ushers are 
Michael Smith (Captain), Joshua Banks, Jennifer Gay, Benjamin Greeley, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of Deacon Susanne 
Lang by Susy and Gary Christensen.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, October 1 Congregational Care Team 11 a.m.
Wednesday, October 3 Worship Committee 10 a.m.
Thursday, October 4 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS FOR CHILDREN
We would like to invite young children and their families to join us for a new Sunday School 
Class at First Church every Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. in the Cochran Room!  We will be 
following a rotational model that will explore themes of prayer, song, story, mission, and 
sacrament, and we plan on having a lot of fun doing so together!  Please contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information!

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, October 3rd, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion.  Next Sunday, October 7th,  after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly 
brunch at the Irish Pub.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

WINTERSHELTER
First Church has volunteered for many years to prepare and serve food during the winter months 
for Wintershelter, a shelter for 20 men at Trinity Memorial Church (22nd & Spruce Streets).  
Presently they are in great need of volunteers to prepare and deliver meals to the shelter.  Cooks 
can be flexible when they make the food, and deliver it labeled for the night it is to be served.  
Casseroles or hearty soup accompanied by fresh fruit is a typical meal.  The shelter provides the 
rest.  If you are interested, please contact Wintershelter Volunteer Coordinator Terry Newirth 
Hirshorn (tnewirth@haverford.edu).

BIBLE STUDIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church. For 
information contact Jerry Foote (jerry.foote@fpcphila.org).

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of the every month at 9 a.m. at DiBruno 
Brothers, 1730 Chestnut Street.  The next meeting is Saturday, October 13th.  For information 
contact Mac McLarin (mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org).

(continued)



A COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, led by Delores Brisbon, meets on Tuesday mornings at the Old 
City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  For information contact Delores Brisbon 
(deloresbrisbon2201@comcast.net).
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran Room.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


