
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
December 30, 2018 – First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 Welcome  Rev. Megan LeCluyse 

*Song (insert) Angels We Have Heard on High 

*Prayer 

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word 

 Reading the Word of God Luke 2:41-52  

 Reflections  Rev. Sarah Weisiger 



*Confession of Faith 

We confess that we believe in and belong 
to the one true and living God, 
who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Love before all love. 
We believe in God the Father,  
sovereign and holy, 
Creator and nurturer of all, 
Father of Jesus Christ, 
sender of the Holy Spirit, 
and Judge of all the earth. 

We believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, 
truly human and truly divine, 
who lived among us full of grace and truth. 
For our sin he was crucified 
and by the power of God was raised from death, 
forgiving us, setting us free and bringing to birth God’s new creation. 
Now ascended, he calls us to repentance and faith 
and restores us to God and to one another. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
the giver of life at work in all creation, 
who inspired the Scriptures and makes Christ known, 
who transforms hearts and minds 
and gathers us into the community of Christ, 
empowering the Church in worship and in mission. Amen. 

Offering 

 
 



 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

 *Closing Song (insert) Love Has Come 

 Benediction and Going Forth 
Go forth to proclaim the news of our Savior's Birth, 
to shine the light of God's love for all to see. 



Announcements  December 30, 2018 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!  
We are delighted to have you here with us for the Celebration service of worship! The pastors 
are always happy to answer any questions you might have, but here is some information we think 
you may find helpful: 
• Please sign in using the clipboard and attached sheet in the Beadle Room (across from the 
kitchen).  If we don't have your contact info, please leave us an e-mail address or other contact 
information.  
• If you need an envelope for your offering (in order to get credit towards your pledge), there 
will be some on the same table as the clipboard. Just write your name on the envelope, and put 
it in the collection baskets when the children come around.  
• Parking passes are available outside the church office window in the main hallway.  
• If you or someone in your family needs gluten-free bread for communion, let us know and we'll 
make sure it's provided regularly. 
 
Church Office Holiday Hours 
The church office will be closed on both Monday, December 31 and Tuesday, January 1.  
 
Twenties & Thirties Group (formerly Young Adults) 
This Wednesday, January 2nd, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for discussion 
surrounding the new year.  (Enter at 21st Street.)  Next Sunday, January 6th, after the 11 
o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub.  For more information on the 
Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the 
Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 
 
Adult Education Planning Meeting – Jan. 6 
If you are interested in Adult Education at First Church, please attend a meeting on Sunday, 
January 6, during the 9:45 hour in the MacColl room for the purpose of developing a Sunday 
school program for adults at First Church. 
 
Interested in First Church? 
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to our new member class on January 20th. The class is 
informal and will explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church. Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Baron Mullis 
(baron.mullis@fpcphila.org) for more information. 
 


