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What all would have agreed, both rich and poor, was that to 
be rich was a desirable state, and that poverty was to be 
avoided if you possibly could.  Just as the ambition of Roman 
slaves was usually to gain freedom for themselves, not to 
abolish slavery as an institution, so the ambitions of the poor 
were not radically to reconfigure the social order but to find a 
place for themselves nearer the top of the hierarchy of wealth.  
Apart from a few philosophical extremists, no one in the 
Roman world believed that poverty was honorable--until the 
growth of Christianity….  The idea that the rich man might 
have a problem entering the kingdom of heaven would have 
seemed as preposterous to those hanging  out in an Ostian bar 
as to the plutocrat in his mansion.

Mary Beard
SPQR (2015)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE O Filii et Filiae Louis Claude d’Aquin

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed; O come, let us worship him. Alleluia

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
The promise is for you, for your children, and all who are far away,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls.
 Acts 2:39

*HYMN 120 Hail Thee!  Festival Day Salve Feste Dies

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
"O Lord, I pray, save my life!"
How shall I repay you, O Lord, for your saving goodness?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.
 Psalm 116

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered forever the power of sin 
and death.  Yet we remain captive to our doubts and fears, and dare not trust your 
promises.  We turn away from those in need, are indifferent to calls for peace, and live in 
ways that harm your creation.  Lord, have mercy upon us.  By the power of your Spirit, 
change our lives and make all things new, that we may know the joy of life abundant 
found in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Hear now the prayers we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM See the Land Alice Jordan
See the land, her Easter keeping, rises as her Maker rose; seeds so long in darkness 
sleeping, burst at last from winter’s snows.  Earth with heaven above rejoices; fields and 
gardens hail the spring; hills in the woodlands ring with voices.  All creatures saying: 
Alleluia!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (p. 116)

 SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-23 (p. 228)

 GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35 (p. 88)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Seeing and Not Seeing Rev. Jesse Garner
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,

and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him…
Acts 2:30-31

*HYMN 116 O Sons and Daughters O Filii et Filiae

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 MINUTE FOR MISSION CCP Scholarship  Bruce Rapsher

 OFFERTORY Blessed be the God and Father Samuel S. Wesley
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed at the last time.  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in 
all manner of conversation.  Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.  Love one 
another with a pure heart fervently.  See that ye love one another.  Love one another 
with a pure heart fervently:  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God.  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.  But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever.  Amen.



*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 112 Christ the Lord is Risen Again Christ ist Erstanden

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Christ ist Erstanden J. S. Bach

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 30, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Susy Christensen, and the ushers are 
Stella Tsai, Captain, Ben Greeley, Anten Kraemer, Jack Melvin, Jon Rogers, and Rebecca Yep.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, May 1 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, May 4 Deacons Meeting 6:45 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week we’ll gather for 
fellowship and discussion at the church, returning to the Animate Series to help guide our 
discussion on Faith.  (Use the 21st Street entrance.).  Join us next Sunday, May 7, for our “First 
Sunday” brunch at The Irish Pub; we’ll gather during fellowship hour in Old Buttonwood Hall 
following the 11 o’clock service and walk there together.  For more information on the Young 
Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult 
fellowship group on Facebook.

SOJOURNER TRUTH WALK
Join the First Church team for the Girls' Leadership Camp's annual Sojourner Truth Walk next 
Saturday, May 6!  Girls' Leadership Camp helps girls become leaders who take charge of their 
own lives and also act as agents of positive change in their communities.  Visit the First Church 
website to join or sponsor the First Church team.  For information, contact Beverly Cowart 
(beverly.cowart@fpcphila.org).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, May 7, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room 
(lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians devoted 
time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

BAND OF BOOMERS
The inaugural event for the new fellowship group aimed at people born between 1943 and 1960 
is next Sunday, May 7.  A lunch is planned, followed by a trip to the new Museum of the 
American Revolution.  For information contact Shellie Unger (shellieunger@mac.com) or Drew 
Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
On Saturday, May 13, First Church will be volunteering at Bartram’s Garden with young 
women from Girls' Leadership Camp.  The day begins at 9:30, followed by a lunch at noon, and 
closing with a short program at 1 p.m.  On Saturday May 20, First Church will be doing home 
repairs with Habitat's West Philadelphia Repair Initiative.  The work day is from 8:30 to 3:30.  
For information or to volunteer, please speak with Clark Royle or email missions@fpcphila.org.

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

MARTIN LUTHER TOUR
Anyone interested in information about an upcoming trip to Germany following in the footsteps 
of Martin Luther on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation should contact Hardy 
von Auenmueller at (215) 875-9911 or philadelphos@comcast.net.
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SAVE THE DATE:

Ladies’ Spring Tea
Saturday, May 20th @ 2 p.m.

Old Buttonwood Hall


