
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 September 2, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

As for reputation, though it be a glorious instrument 
of advancing our Master's service, yet there is a better 
than that: a clean heart, a single eye, and a soul full of 
God. A fair exchange if, by the loss of reputation, we 
can purchase the lowest degree of purity of heart.

John Wesley



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Fugue No. 1 on the Name BACH Robert Schumann

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Sarah Weisiger
My beloved speaks and says to me: "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away;
for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the 
turtledove is heard in our land.
 Song of Solomon 2:1-12

*HYMN 267 All Things Bright and Beautiful Royal Oak

*SENTENCES  
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name; tell of God’s salvation from day to day.
Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; God is to be revered above all 
Gods.  For all the gods of the people are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
  Psalm 96:1-5

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy God, remind us of our baptism as we prepare to come to your table.  Remind us 
that your grace rests on us this day and every day.  Never for a moment are we outside of 
your constant care.  And yet, things happen.  Life tumbles in and your promises seem 
distant.  We retreat into fear.  We worry about what we cannot change.  Forgive our 
anxious fears.  Lead us to be the people you created us to be; disciples of Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we make our prayers, and continue them in the silence of our hearts... 

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Healey Willan

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One Healey Willan
Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; for lo, the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone; the flowers appear upon the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come; 
arise, my love, my fair one, and come away!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 (p. 159)

 EPISTLE James 1:17-27 (p. 224)

 GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 (p. 41)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Defining Defiling  Dr. Mullis
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
James 1:27

*HYMN 553 For the Fruit of All Creation East Acklam

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 OFFERTORY O Love, How Deep Harrison Oxley
(The text may be followed in Hymn 83.)

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Let us keep the feast.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

*HYMN 415 Come, Labor On Ora Labora

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS SEPTEMBER 2, 2018

The liturgist today is the Rev. Sarah Weisiger.  The Greeter is Suellen Smith, and the ushers are 
Michael Smith (Captain), Judy Callan, Lloyd Doletski, Jack Melvin, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Megan Louise O’Dell 
and Heidi Lynn Bauer by Judy & Jim O’Dell.

The church office will be closed Monday, September 3rd, for Labor Day.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Thursday, September 6 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS
Sidewalk repairs are ongoing.  This week the work will limit access to the church entrance on 
21st Street.  Access on Walnut Street and on Chancellor Street will NOT be affected, and should 
be used for Sunday worship services.  For access to the church during the week, please use the 
ADA accessible entrance on Chancellor Street.  Changes to accessibility will be posted as repairs 
progress.  Thank you for your patience. 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, September 5th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion.  Next Sunday, September 9th, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly 
brunch at the Irish Pub.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
Women of Wit and Wisdom will have their kickoff luncheon on Wednesday, September 12th, at 
12 noon in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Do plan to join us!  If you have not received an email or note 
in the mail, and wish to be included, please see Diane Rogers or Ruth Camisa after church today.  
We have a lot planned this year for fellowship and spiritual connection.  Please RSVP to 
womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org.

WELCOME BRUNCH!
The Deacons invite everyone to our annual Welcome Brunch on Sunday, September 16th, at 10 
a.m.  The brunch is being held this year between our 9 a.m. Celebration! worship service and 
our 11 a.m. traditional service in Old Buttonwood Hall.  Come and get to know First Church 
worshippers from both services and to enjoy fellowship with friends old and new!  All are 
welcome--new members, visitors, returning members, and friends.  Please join us!

(continued)



CONCERTS@FIRST
Please join us on Sunday, September 16th, at 3 p.m. for the first concert of our 2018-19 
Concerts@First season.  We will welcome San Francisco based organist Angela Kraft Cross.  
Mrs. Cross will be performing Charles-Marie Widor’s complete Symphony No. 7 in anticipation 
of the composer’s 175th birthday in 2019.  The concert is free and open to all.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD UPDATE
A gift to First Church helps to support a broad range of ministries here at 21st & Walnut, 
throughout the city of Philadelphia, and beyond.  We are grateful for your faithful generosity.  
The following is an Annual Giving update through July 2018:

Average weekly attendance July 2018 (9 a.m. & 11 a.m.) 145

Budgeted giving through July $217,748

Total giving through July $243,665

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor
The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor

The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator
The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care

The Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Director of Membership Development
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader 

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates


