
The Service for the Lord’s Day
The First Sunday of Advent December 2, 2018
 11:00 a.m.

  

“The area of the Church stands in the world, as outwardly 
the Church stands in the village or in a city, beside the 
school, the cinema and the railway station. The Church’s 
language cannot aim at being  an end in itself. It must be 
made clear that the Church exists for the sake of the 
world, that the light is shining in the darkness.” 

―Karl Barth,
Dogmatics in Outline



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith.
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome.
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world.
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community.

Baron Mullis, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  Besançon Carol
People, look East, the time is near of the crowning of the year.  Make your house fair as 
you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.  People, look east, and sing today:  Love 
the Guest is on the way.

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  George & Mary Schneider

*HYMN 2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Hyfrydol

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah.
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.
And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
 Jeremiah 33:14-16

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

 WELCOME Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, remind us of the promises of our faith as we prepare to come to the table 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As our lives stand in need of your healing mercies, we confess 
our sin.  We have not loved as we should.  We have not trusted you fully.  We harbor 
guilt and keep track of the sins of others.  Forgive us, we pray.  Remind us of your grace 
freely shared, and your forgiveness freely given.  And in forgiving us, call us once more 
to the way you would have us go.  We offer these, and the prayers said in the silence of 
our hearts in the name of Jesus Christ, and for his sake…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from Him who freed us from our sins, who loved us all and shed His blood 
that we might saved be.  Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, who was and is and is 
to come; sing Holy, Holy, Lord!  Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints 
below, for Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon!  E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly 
come, and night shall be no more; they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!  
(adapted from Revelation 22)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 33:14-16 (p. 724)

 EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (p. 200)

 GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36 (p. 84)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA PATRI  Picardy
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Christ is Lord Dr. Mullis
“Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Luke 21:27-28

*HYMN 309 Of the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum Mysterium

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Arise, O Jerusalem Richard Webster
Arise, O Jerusalem.  Arise and stand and look toward the East.  Arise and see your 
children gathered from west and east, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God 
has remembered them.  Take off the garment of your sorrow, the garment of your 
affliction, O Jerusalem.  And put on forever the beauty of the Glory from God.  Put on 
the robe of righteousness from God.  Put on your head the diadem of the Glory of the 
Everlasting.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Let us keep the feast.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

*HYMN (insert) Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Sunday School class for young children and their families is held at 10 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger (sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



Announcements December 2, 2018
The liturgist today is the Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are 
Don Williams (Captain), Joshua Banks, Edna Dick, Doug O’Malley, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of her father, Alfred 
Michini, by Patti Sassoli.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, December 3 Congregational Care Team 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 5 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 6 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.
Saturday, December 8 Men’s Breakfast Group 9:00 a.m.

ADVENT EVENTS
Every Sunday in Advent there are activities for all ages following the Celebration! service.  Come 
at 10 a.m. to join in the fun with our youngest members.  Next week we’ll be decorating holiday 
cards that will be sent to our homebound friends and members at First Church.  We would love 
to welcome individuals who have a personal connection to our homebound members so that 
they can help our youngest members learn more about the breadth of our church family.
Please see the bulletin insert for the entire list of events happening during Advent.

TWENTIES & THIRTIES GROUP (FORMERLY YOUNG ADULTS)
Join us today for T&T Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after 
worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together.  This Wednesday, December 5th, at 7:30 p.m. 
we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  
This Friday, December 7th, from 6-9 p.m. is the T&T Potluck Christmas Party.  To RSVP or for 
more details e-mail Annie LeCluyse at (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult 
fellowship group on Facebook.

ADVENT LUNCH
The annual Advent luncheon, hosted by the Deacons, is next Sunday, December 9th, following 
the 11 a.m. service in Old Buttonwood Hall.  All are welcome to attend and no reservations are 
necessary.  The Deacons will provide the main dish and dessert.  Last names A-M please bring a 
vegetable or salad; names ending N-Z please bring a starch such as a potato dish or macaroni 
and cheese, or applesauce.  For questions, please email Linda Deis (linda.deis@fpcphila.org) or 
Jean Witmer (jean.witmer@fpcphila.org).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION IN ADVENT
On the four Sundays in Advent (December 2, 9, 16, and 23) the Rev. Barbara Chaapel will lead 
an experience of group spiritual direction from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room.  

(continued)



Through silence, music, prayer, meditation, and shared reflection, we will attend to the Spirit of 
God present in our lives and in our gathered community during Advent.  Whether you have been 
part of this group before, or want to experience it for the first time, you are warmly welcome. If 
you have questions, contact Barbara Chaapel (barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org).

THE GIVING TREE
The Twenties & Thirties Group has set up a "Giving Tree," in Old Buttonwood Hall in support of 
Valley Youth House.  Select an ornament from the tree and purchase the item listed on the 
ornament; place new, unwrapped items with the ornament attached under the tree on or before 
Sunday, December 16. Contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org) for information.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD - GROWING IN GRATITUDE
Pledge update (as of November 27):  we have received 98 pledges for a total of $372,272 for 
2019 Annual Giving.  This compares with 92 pledges for $366,500 for 2018 as of 11/28/17!  
Thank you to all who have pledged!  If you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2019, there’s 
still time!  Please complete a pledge card, available in the pews or in the church office.  You can 
also pledge online at www.fpcphila.org/make-a-pledge.
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