
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fifth Sunday in Lent April 2, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, and many of the Judeans had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.  When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home.

Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.  But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, "Your 
brother will rise again.”  Martha said to him, "I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?”

John 11:17-26



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE O Lamm Gottes J.S. Bach

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me will live 
even though they die…
  John 11:25

*HYMN 313  Come Down, O Love Divine Down Ampney

*SENTENCES  Mr. Clark Royle
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
Lord, hear my voice! 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
and in God’s word I hope.
For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
and with God great power to redeem.
  Psalm 130

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin.  Although Christ is among 
us as our peace, we are a people clinging to the values of a sinful and broken world.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength, nor have we loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We cling to destructive habits, and allow the past to hold us 
hostage.  Forgive us, Lord, and by the power of your Holy Spirit, raise us to new life, 
that we may live with you and each other in peace.  Hear now our prayers offered in 
silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Richard Webster

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM I Want Jesus to Walk With Me Spiritual
(The text may be followed in Hymn 363)

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 37:1-14 (p. 791)

 EPISTLE Romans 8:6-11 (p. 153)

 GOSPEL John 11:1-45 (p. 102)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GLORIA   Erhalt uns, Herr

 SERMON Dry Bones Rev. Jesse Garner
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,

the one come into the world.”
John 11:27

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

*HYMN 82 O Lamb of God Most Holy O Lamm Gottes

*APOSTLES CREED  Rev. Drew Harrison
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 MINUTE FOR MISSION “Out of Order” Mary Katherine Dean



 OFFERTORY Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring  J.S. Bach

Jesus, joy of man’s desiring,
holy wisdom, love most bright;
drawn by thee, our souls aspiring
soar to uncreated light.
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,
with the fire of life impassioned,
striving still to truth unknown,
soaring, dying round thy throne.

Through the way where hope is guiding,
hark, what peaceful music rings;
where the flock, in thee confiding,
drink of joy from deathless springs.
Theirs is beauty's fairest pleasure;
theirs is wisdom's holiest treasure.
Thou dost ever lead thine own
in the love of joys unknown.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 78 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed Martyrdom

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Fantasia in C minor J.S. Bach

We thank the Parish Choir for leading the music in Worship this morning. Anyone interested in 
singing with the Parish Choir should contact Andrew Senn in the church office.



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 2, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Drew Harrison and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeter is Laura Graham, 
and the ushers are Fred Barfoot, Captain, Pam Bierce, Jeannie Boehner, Ben Greeley, and Stella 
Tsai.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Thursday, April 6 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS - A SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE
Our Lenten Wednesday programs will conclude this week on April 5 with a simple supper in Old 
Buttonwood Hall at 6:30 p.m., followed by a period of study beginning at 7:15.  The evening will 
conclude with a brief service of evening prayers at 8:00.  Our reflections will be drawn from 
Jonathan Edwards' masterpiece, A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections.  On-street parking will be 
available (with placard).

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service for long time member Richard Williamson will be held at First Church on 
Saturday, April 8, at 11:00 a.m. with a reception to follow.  There will be a visitation time at 10 
a.m. in the sanctuary.  On-street parking will be available (with placard).

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Today after the 11 o'clock service the Young Adults will be gathering for brunch at the Irish Pub.  
We gather during coffee hour in Old Buttonwood Hall and head over together from there.  If this 
is your first time joining us we would love for you to be our guest.  Wednesday Night, April 5, 
we will continue attending the Lenten Study starting at 6:30 with a light dinner.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

BAND OF BOOMERS
A new fellowship group is forming at First Church!  The “Band of Boomers,” aimed at people 
born between 1943 and 1960, will soon be gathering from time to time for fellowship, fun, and 
spiritual growth.  Their first event, a trip to the new Museum of the American Revolution will be 
on May 7th.  For information contact Shellie Unger (shellieunger@mac.com) or Drew Harrison 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, April 9, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room 
(lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians devoted 
time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the Penn’s 
Village Office, and Perspectives on Spiritual Transitions is held in the MacColl Room, both at 9:45 
a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


