
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 October 29, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Out of love for the truth and from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend Father 
Martin Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and ordinary lecturer 
therein at Wittenberg, intends to defend the following statements...

91. If, therefore, indulgences  were preached according to the spirit and 
intention of the pope, all these doubts would be readily resolved.  
Indeed, they would not exist.

92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, 
“Peace, peace,” and there is no peace!  (Jeremiah 6:14)

93. Blessed be all those prophets  who say to the people of Christ, “Cross, 
cross,” and there is no cross!

94. Christians  should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their 
Head, through penalties, death and hell.

95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven through many 
tribulations rather than through the false security of peace.  (Acts 14:22)

From the Disputation on the Power of Indulgences, or 
the Ninety-five Theses,

Martin Luther (1517)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Ein’ feste Burg Dietrich Buxtehude

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing…

*HYMN (insert) Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice Nun freuet euch

*SENTENCES  Elder Delores Brisbon
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations;
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Let your work be manifest to your servants, 
and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
and prosper for us the work of our hands.
 Psalm 90:1, 16-17

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Waken our hearts, O Lord, our God; make them ever watchful to serve you.  Trouble us 
with the smallness of our vision and work.  Trouble us with your great love for us, and 
our own slowness to make you our greatest love.  Trouble us with the brevity of our 
lives, and the time, talent, and treasure not invested in eternity.  Rekindle in us a 
renewed desire for the coming of your kingdom when all wrongs will be made right, and 
when everything that is broken will be made whole.  Hear now our confessions offered 
in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE (sung by the choir)  Heinrich Schütz
Kyrie Gott Vater in Ewigkeit, gross ist 
dein Barmherzigkeit, aller Ding ein 
Schöpfer und Regierer, eleison.
Christe aller Welt Trost, uns Sünder 
allein du hast erlöst.  O Jesu, Gottes 
Sohn, unser Mittler bist in dem 
höchsten Thron, zu dir schreien wir aus 
Herzens Begier, eleison.
Kyrie Gott heiliger Geist, tröst, stärk 
uns im Glauben allermeist, dass wir am 
letzten End fröhlich uns scheiden aus 
diesem Elend, eleison.

Kyrie!  God, Father in heaven above, you 
abound in gracious love, of all things the 
maker and preserver.  Eleison!
Christe!  O Christ our King, salvation for all 
you came to bring.  O Lord Jesus, God’s own 
Son, our mediator at the heavenly throne: 
hear our cry and grant our supplication.  
Eleison!
Kyrie!  O God the Holy Spirit, guard our 
faith, the gift we need the most, and bless 
our life’s last hour, that we leave this sinful 
world with gladness.  Eleison!

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*HYMN 133 All Glory Be to God on High Allein Gott in der Höh

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 34:1-12 (p. 191)

 EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (p. 199)

 NEW TESTAMENT Matthew 22:34-46 (p. 24)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN (insert) Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Erhalt uns, Herr



 SERMON Beyond the Jordan Rev. Jesse Garner
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo,

and the LORD showed him the whole land…
Deuteronomy 34:1

*HYMN (insert) We All Believe in One True God Wir glauben all’

 MOVING FIRST FORWARD  Mr. Phil McMunigal

 OFFERTORY Jesaia, dem Propheten Johann Crüger
Jesaia, dem Propheten, das geschah, daß er 
im Geist den Herren sitzen sah auf einem 
hohen Thron in hellem Glanz, seines Kleides 
Saum den Chor füllet ganz.  Es stunden 
zween Seraph bei ihm daran, sechs Flügel 
sah er einen jeden han:  mit zween verbargen 
sie ihr Antlitz klar, mit zween bedeckten sie 
ihr Füße gar, und mit den andern zween sie 
flogen frei.  Gegn ander rufen sie mit grossem 
Geschrei:  Heilig ist Gott der Herre Zebaoth 
sein Ehr die ganze Welt erfüllet hat.

Isaiah, mighty seer, in days of old the 
Lord of all in spirit did behold; high on a 
lofty throne, in splendor bright, with 
flowing train that filled the temple 
quite. Above the throne were stately 
seraphim; six wings had they, these 
messengers of Him. With twain they 
veiled their faces, as was meet, with 
twain in reverent awe they hid their 
feet, and with the other twain aloft they 
soared, one to the other called and 
praised the Lord: “Holy is God, the Lord 
of Sabaoth!  Behold, His glory filleth all 
the earth!”  The beams and lintels 
trembled at the cry, and clouds of smoke 
enwrapped the throne on high.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 HYMN 590 Our Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth Vater unser



 CHORAL RESPONSE O Lamm Gottes Johann Eccard
O lamm Gottes unschuldig! Am stamm des 
kreuzes geschlachtet, allzeit erfunden 
geduldig, wiewohl du warest verachtet, all' 
sünd' hast du getragen, sonst müßten wir 
verzagen. Erbarm' dich unser, O Jesu! Gib 
uns deinen frieden, O Jesu!

O Lamb of God most holy!  Who on the 
cross didst suffer, and patient still and 
lowly, yourself to scorn did offer; our sins 
by You were taken, or hope had us 
forsaken:  Have mercy on us, Jesus!  Your 
peace be with us, Jesus!

*HYMN (insert) A Mighty Fortress is Our God Ein’ feste Burg

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Wir Glauben all an einem Gott J. S. Bach

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS OCTOBER 29, 2017
The liturgist today is Elder Delores Brisbon.  The Greeter is Bob Cole, and the ushers are 
Michael Smith, Captain, Fred Barfoot, Doug O’Malley, Jim Schreyer, and William Swoope.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of the Telfers and 
Somervilles who walked before them, by the Roberts and Somerville family.  “And from the 
ground there blossoms red, life that shall endless be.”

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, October 30 Nominating Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 31 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 2 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 5, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday by reading the names of members 
of the church who have died in the past year.  If you would like to include names of friends and 
loved ones who have died this past year, please provide those names (and instructions about 
pronunciation if needed) to Sue Riemann in the church office.  We will also have a display of 
photographs of the departed saints and invite you to bring photographs of members of your 
family, friends, and loved ones for the display.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, November 1st, at 7:30 p.m. we will be gathering at First Church for discussion-
based fellowship (enter on the 21st St. side).  Next Sunday, November 5th, we’ll hold our First 
Sunday Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship and 
we'll walk to the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and fellowship.  If you are a first time 
Young Adult please join us as our guest.  For more information on the Young Adult Group 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group 
on Facebook.

REFORMATION STUDY
Our study of the Reformation concludes this Tuesday evening, October 31st—the 500th 
anniversary of Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses—with a look at the Catholic reformation.  Ken 
Ross and Jesse Garner will lead our final discussion at 6:30 p.m.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
On Wednesday, November 1st at 2 p.m. at First Church, Women of Wit and Wisdom will enjoy 
an enlightening presentation on “Art History Adventures: Determining Fakes and 
Connoisseurship with Science” by Roberta Tarbell, Professor Emerita, Art History, Rutgers 
University.  Roberta will discuss various ways Art Historians work and then look at works on 
paper by Auguste Rodin and Marguerite Zorach with microphotographs.  Join us for this 
informative cultural event!

(continued)



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need 3-4 volunteers for a Habitat workday on Saturday, November 4.  If you’re interested in 
helping out, or have questions, please speak with Rev. Jesse Garner (jesse@fpcphila.org).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, November 5th, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians 
devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Rev. Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

HABITAT PHILADELPHIA YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Habitat Philadelphia Young Professionals (HPYP) is a network of young Philadelphians that 
combines networking, social events, and meaningful service to the community.  HPYP has 
several ways for you to get involved in our network and support Habitat Philadelphia's mission, 
ranging from volunteer days on site to social and networking events.  Join us for “Habi Hour” on 
Thursday, November 9 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at WeWork, 1900 Market Street.  Tickets are $25 
and include drinks and light fare.  Our goal is to raise $5,000, which will help put a roof on two 
Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia homes!  For tickets visit www.donorlynk.com/
habitatphiladelphia/habihour2017/.

DREW HARRISON’S INSTALLATION
Rev. Drew Harrison will be installed as Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Pitman, New 
Jersey, on Sunday, November 12, at 3 p.m.
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