
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter April 29, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

Peace will come when we stretch our minds to listen to 
the noise within us that needs quieting and the wisdom 
from outside ourselves that needs to be learned.  Then 
we will have something of value to leave the children 
besides hate, besides war, besides turmoil.  Then peace 
will come.  Then we will be able to say…I fear nothing, I 
hope for nothing, I am free.

Joan Chittister



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Benedictus Alec Rowley

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he were rich, yet for our sakes 
he became poor, that we through his poverty might become rich.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, for apart from me, you can do nothing.
 John 15:5

*HYMN 495  We Know That Christ is Raised Engelberg

*SENTENCES  
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God,
for God is love.
Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another.

1 John 7:7ff

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit, nor have we 
loved others as you have loved us.  We have turned away from our sisters and brothers 
in need, and cut ourselves off from you.  Forgive us, and restore us, that by the power of 
your Holy Spirit we may abide in your love and live out your mercy, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, in whose gracious name we pray.  Hear now the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Come Down, O Love Divine William Harris
Come down, O love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing.
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
And lowliness become mine inner clothing;
True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part,
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. Amen.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



 EPISTLE 1 John 4:7-21 (p. 236)

 GOSPEL John 5:1-8 (p. 107)

 FINAL LESSON Acts 8:26-40 (p. 124)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Go Over, Join In Rev. James Poinsett
Then the Spirit said to Philip, 'Go over to this chariot and join it.'

Acts 8:29

*HYMN 314 Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song Bridegroom

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 MINUTE FOR MISSION CCP Scholarship Crystal Reeck



 OFFERTORY I am the True Vine Margaret Sandresky
I am the true vine, and ye are the branches.  He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit.  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples.  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.  This is 
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 401 When Will People Cease Rustington

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Grand Choeur (Sonata VII) Alexandre Guilmant

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 29, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Michael Smith, and the ushers are 
Jon Rogers (Captain), Pamela Bierce, Jeannie Boehner, Jennifer Gay, and Mary Elizabeth Greeley.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Beatrice A. Gilbo and 
Margery Boehner by Jeannie & Ed Boehner.

Our guest preacher today is the Rev. James K. Poinsett who has served as a pastor in the 
PC(USA) for more than 10 years, partnering with congregations to help them envision new ways 
to be church in 21st Century.  A 2005 graduate of Yale Divinity School, Jim has worked with 
congregations in New York, Philadelphia, and St. Louis.  Prior to entering the ministry, Jim spent 
11 years working in politics.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Tuesday, May 1 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 3 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will will meet this Wednesday evening, May 2nd at Fado Irish Pub (15th & 
Locust Streets) for Quizzo!  Quizzo starts at 8 p.m. so arrive between 7:30-8.  Next Sunday, May 
6th, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub.  We’ll meet in 
Old Buttonwood Hall following the service.  If this is your first time join us as our guest.  For 
more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
On Wednesday, May 2nd, at 1:00 p.m. at First Church, Women of Wit and Wisdom will view the 
thought-provoking 2015 film La Sapienza, followed by discussion and light refreshments.  In La 
Sapienza, the protagonist and his wife take us on their inner journey that rekindles their passion 
for life, work, and each other.  Join us for this extraordinary story accompanied by lush 
photography, architecture, art and music.

SOJOURNER TRUTH WALK - JOIN TEAM FPC!
FPCP’s Missions Committee is sponsoring a team of walkers in the 6th Annual Sojourner Truth 
Walk, a 3K walkathon that will take place on Saturday, May 5th, beginning in Clark Park (45th St. 
& Chester Ave.) at 9:30 a.m.  The walk is named in honor of Sojourner Truth, an African-
American woman who escaped slavery and then fought to end it, while also speaking out for 
women's rights and economic justice.  All proceeds benefit Camp Sojourner, Girls' Leadership 
Camp, and help to fund scholarships for summer camp and year-round leadership activities.  
Please help build the leadership of Philly girls by sponsoring or joining the First Church team 
(https://bit.ly/2J4nvmx)!  This is a family-friendly event--all are welcome!

(continued)

https://bit.ly/2J4nvmx
https://bit.ly/2J4nvmx


URBAN TREE CONNECTION - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The next UTC volunteer date is Saturday, May 5th, from 10 am - 1 pm, at Memorial Garden, 536 
North 56th Street.  You’ll need a hat, gloves, sturdy shoes, and sunblock.  Contact Bruce Rapsher 
(bruce.rapsher@fpcphila.org) for information.
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


