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The three stages of Christ’s exaltation are the resurrection 
from the dead, the ascension into heaven, and the session 
[i.e., sitting] at the Father’s right hand.  This triple 
exaltation was imparted to Christ not to complete his 
work of redemption (which did not need fulfilment), but 
in order that it might be revealed, glorified, and 
appropriated to the elect, and in order to uphold Christ’s 
name thereby, which is above every name, so that every 
tongue should confess that he is the Lord to the glory of 
God the Father.

Heinrich Heppe,
Reformed Dogmatics (1861)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Prelude in B minor J.S. Bach

 CANTICLE Introit for Ascension Plainsong
Men of Galilee, why do you stand there, gazing up into heaven?  Alleluia; in the same 
way that you saw him ascending into heaven, he will come again.  Alleluia.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; 
let them be jubilant with joy.
 Psalm 68:3

*HYMN 149 The Head that Once was Crowned St. Magnus

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth,
and all that is in them, singing:
To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!
Amen!
 Revelation 5:13

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered forever the power of sin 
and death.  Yet though you have crowned him Lord of all, we have not acknowledged his 
rule in our lives or given him glory, but have continued in the ways of the world.  By the 
power of your Spirit, change our lives and make all things new, that we may know the 
joy of life abundant found in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Hear now the prayers we offer 
in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM God is Gone Up William Croft
God is gone up with a merry noise:  and the Lord with the sound of the trump.  O sing 
praises, sing praises unto our God:  O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.  For God 
is the King of all the earth:  sing ye praises with understanding.  Amen.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST LESSON Acts 1:6-14 (p. 115)

 EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12-14 (p. 230)

 GOSPEL John 17:1-11 (p. 109)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON The Wind at Our Back Rev. Jesse Garner
…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,

and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

*HYMN 147 Blessing and Honor O Quanta Qualia

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Mr. Clark Royle
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

 OFFERTORY Ascendens Christus in Altum Tomas Luis de Victoria
Ascendens Christus in altum, alleluia.
Captivam duxit captivitatem, alleluia.
Dedit dona hominibus, alleluia.
Ascendit Deus in jubilatione,
et Dominus in voce tubae, alleluia.
Dedit dona hominibus, alleluia.

Christ rose up, alleluia.
And took captivity prisoner, alleluia.
He gave gifts to all, alleluia.
God rose in jubilation, and the Lord 
with the sound of the trumpet, alleluia.
He gave gifts to all, alleluia.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Mr. Clark Royle

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 144 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! Hyfrydol

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Fugue in B minor J.S. Bach

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MAY 28, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeters are Kay and 
Marvin Keenze, and the ushers are Miles Davis, Captain, Anten Kraemer, Jack Melvin, Jon 
Rogers, and Stella Tsai.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Aunt Helen, by the 
Sassoli Family.

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 29th, in observation of Memorial Day.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Thursday, June 1 Trustees 6:30 p.m.
 Deacons 6:45 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week we’ll gather for 
fellowship and discussion at the church; Drew Harrison will be leading the discussion.  (Use the 
21st Street entrance.)  Our First Sunday brunch will be rescheduled from June 4th to June 11th so 
we can attend the church picnic.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie 
LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

LET’S MAKE CASSEROLES!
Volunteers are needed for our quarterly casserole blitz to make 30-40 casseroles to feed those in 
need through the University City Hospitality Coalition.  This will translate into 300-400 servings 
of hot meals for the hungry and homeless in our city.  Join us at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 3rd 
in the church kitchen; enter through the 21st Street door.  We have a lot of fun, enjoying coffee, 
doughnuts, and fellowship—and leave knowing we’ve accomplished something good for our 
community.  If interested, please contact Beverly Cowart at missions@fpcphila.org or 
215-382-4315.

FIRST CHURCH PICNIC
Join us following the 11 am worship service next Sunday, June 4th, in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
our annual church picnic.  The Deacons will serve plenty of yummy picnic food--hamburgers, 
hot dogs, salads, and other goodies.  Bring a dessert to share.  Come with your family and 
friends--all are welcome!

PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Sunday, June 18, Beth Hessell, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Historical Society will 
present a special program during our adult education hour and offer a Minute for Mission during 
worship about the work of the PHS.  Her topic for Adult Forum will be:  “What’s Enough 
Witness?:  Presbyterians and the Incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II.”  
Join us at 9:45 am on June 11 in the MacColl Room.

(continued)



INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend one of our new member classes.  Classes are 
informal and explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church.  A workshop will be held on Saturday, June 24th from 9am to 1pm.  
Contact Drew (drew@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse@fpcphila.org) for more information.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church, but is on hiatus until 
June 6.  A Community Bible study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 
a.m. at the Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on 
Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to 
participate.  For information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).
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