
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Reformation Sunday October 27, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean— 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down— 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
With your one wild and precious life? 

—Mary Oliver, The Summer Day



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
whether this is your first time here, or you have worshipped here for years, everyone enters this 
place with the profound welcome of Jesus Christ. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 
IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Ein feste Burg is unser Gott Dietrich Buxtehude 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Mullis 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
  Psalm 84:1-2 

*HYMN 457 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art Toulon 

*SENTENCES  Gary Christensen 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 
her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.  Happy are 
those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also 
covers it with pools. 
They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
  Psalm 84:3-7 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME   

 MINUTE FOR MISSION The Arc of Philadelphia Joe Mancini 
   Executive Director 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Holy God, we know that we belong to you.  All that we have and all that we are are gifts 
from you, entrusted to our care.  We have this one wild and precious life, and yet we live 
at times as though the world were dull.  We allow ourselves to fall into patterns of self-

*Those who are able may stand.



satisfaction and boredom.  And yet, you call us to a deeper awareness.  You call us to see 
the ways we are all connected, and how we are called to serve.  Forgive our short-
sightedness.  Remind us of the wonder of it all, that we may more truly know and serve 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer these prayers, and also those we offer in 
silence… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Believe the promise of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM Lord, We Beseech Thee Adrian Batten 
Lord, we beseech thee, give ear unto our prayers, 
and by thy gracious visitation lighten the darkness of our hearts, 
by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

 OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 (p. 702) 

 EPISTLE 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 (p. 209) 

 GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14 (p. 79) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GLORIA PATRI  Westminster Abbey 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, Glory be to God the Spirit, ever 
three and ever one.  As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON Living Fully Your One Wild and Precious Life Dr. Mullis 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 

was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
Luke 18:13 

*HYMN 460 Holy God, We Praise Your Name Grosser Gott 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 OFFERTORY How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place Don Michael Dicie 
How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts, to me! 
My thirsty soul desires and longs within thy courts to be; 
my very heart and flesh cry out, O living God, for thee. 
Beside thine altars, gracious Lord, the swallows find a nest; 
how happy they who dwell with thee and praise thee without rest, 
and happy they whose hearts are set upon the pilgrim's quest. 
Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me. 
And in God's house forevermore my dwelling place shall be; 
and in God's house forevermore, my dwelling place shall be. 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 260 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ feste Burg 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Wir glauben all an einem Gott J. S. Bach 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

We thank the Parish Choir for leading worship this morning.  Anyone interested in singing with 
the Parish Choir should contact Andrew Senn in the office. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS OCTOBER 27, 2019 
The liturgist this morning is Gary Christensen.  The greeter is Heather Coyne, and the ushers 
are Jon Rogers (Captain), Jeannie Boehner, Judy Callan, Jennifer Gay, and Doug O’Malley. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by the Camisa family in celebration of Mrs. 
Geneoffa Trosini's 100th birthday and with honor, respect and love for her faithfulness to God, 
service to others and dedication to her family and friends. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, October 28 Missions Committee 4:30 p.m. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
Tonight at 7 p.m., the T&Ts are hosting the Halloween Silent film in the sanctuary.  This 
Wednesday, October 30th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church for pumpkin carving and 
fellowship—BYOP (bring your own pumpkin)!  (Enter at 21st Street.)  Join us next Sunday, 
November 3rd, for T&T Brunch after the 11 o’clock service.  For more information on the T&T 
Group, contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Twenties & Thirties 
fellowship group on Facebook. 

LAST CALL FOR CASSEROLES 
Our final casserole blitz of the year will be held next Saturday, November 2nd, from 9-10:30 a.m. 
in the church kitchen.  As always, these casseroles will be used to feed those in need through the 
University City Hospitality Coalition.  Please contact Beverly Cowart to volunteer 
(beverly.cowart@fpcphila.org or 215-382-4315). 

ALL SAINTS’ COMMUNION 
Next Sunday, November 3rd, our congregation will observe All Saints’ Day with a service of Holy 
Communion.  It is customary during the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving to offer to God our 
gratitude for those beloved saints who have died in the past year.  We welcome the names of 
friends and relatives to be a part of the communion liturgy.  Please submit your loved one’s 
name to the church office no later than Thursday, October 31st(office@fpcphila.org; 
215-567-0532) if you wish for them to be included. 

FIRST@FIVE CHORAL EVENSONG 
On the first Sunday of each month, First Church is offering Choral Evensong, a service of music 
and meditation.  Please join us next Sunday, November 3rd, at 5 p.m.  Stay after the service to 
share in a light meal with the community. 

ZIA FOOD DRIVE 
The food drive for Zia’s food bank continues through next Sunday, November 3rd.  The list of 
non-perishable items includes Skippy peanut butter, Welch’s grape jelly, Swanson chicken or beef 
broth, Ken’s Italian dressing, Hellmann’s mayonnaise, Parmalat milk, and spices (cinnamon, 
oregano, garlic powder, chili powder, etc).  Thanks to everyone for the tremendous response! 

(continued)



ADULT CE - LECTIO DIVINA 
Each Sunday through November 3rd from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m., Barbara Chaapel will lead an adult 
education session of lectio divina (“divine reading”) using the lectionary texts for each Sunday.  
We will read the biblical text together and be led in contemplative reflection and sharing, 
listening for God’s Word in our lives. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
201 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-567-0532 

www.fpcphila.org 

The Reverend Dr. Baron A. Mullis, Pastor and Head of Staff 
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader 

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist 
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator 

The Reverend Jerry K. Foote, Minister for Congregational Care 
The Reverend Sarah Weisiger, Minister for Membership and Faith Formation 

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications 
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader  

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel 
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross 

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine 
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



One Christ, Many Confessions:
 Reformed Theology from Geneva to Belhar

REFORMATION SUNDAY: OCTOBER 27

For more Reformation Sunday resources, 
visit www.history.pcusa.org/rs

2016 Book of Confessions: 
www.pcusa.org/resource/book-confessions

Three hundred years ago, William Dunlop, a professor of  church history at the 
University of  Edinburgh, published two volumes of  confessions that had enjoyed 
“public authority” in Scotland since the Reformation. While the Westminster 
6WDQGDUGV�����������ÀOOHG�WKH�ÀUVW�YROXPH��PRUH�WKDQ�WHQ�HDUOLHU�FRQIHVVLRQDO�
documents—including the Geneva Catechism (1542), the Scots Confession (1560), 
DQG�WKH�+HLGHOEHUJ�&DWHFKLVP�������³ÀOOHG�WKH�VHFRQG��%\�SODFLQJ�:HVWPLQVWHU�
in the broader tradition of  Reformed (“Calvinist”) theology, Dunlop honored a 
distinctly Reformed custom: he compiled a book of  confessions.

The Reformation produced many 
catechisms and confessions. Reformed 
churches did not try to formulate one 
universal creed. They held to an earlier 
tradition that each faith community—be it in 
Zurich, Geneva, or Edinburgh—should draft 
a statement unique to its time and place. 
Communities declared their solidarity with 
each other, not by adopting the same words, 
EXW�E\�DIÀUPLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KHDUG�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�
words the same witness to Christ. 

Reformed theologians believed that a kind 
reader could hear the voice of  Christ 
speaking in each confession, and that 
this would provide the unity that any one 
confession lacked. And they allowed that 
the need for new confessions would not 
end, as the Theological Declaration of  
%DUPHQ���������WKH�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI �������
DQG�WKH�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI �%HOKDU�������³
adopted by the PC(USA) General 
Assembly in 2016—richly demonstrate.



tonight

Everyone is invited to join us on a field trip to The Arc 
of Philadelphia to learn more about our Mission 
Partner.  

We’ll meet at the church at 10:45 am, leaving by 11 am 
for the 20-minute drive to The Arc at 2350 West 
Westmoreland Avenue.  We’ll take a tour led by Joe Mancini, Executive Director, followed by 
lunch.  We plan to be back at First Church no later than 2:30 pm.  The trip is a great 
opportunity for education, inspiration, and fellowship!  Please RSVP to 
missions@fpcphila.org. 

The Arc of Philadelphia advocates with and for all children and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their families, to promote active citizenship, self-
determination, and full inclusion.  Visit their website (arcphiladelphia.org) to learn more.

Field Trip to the Arc of Philadelphia 
Wednesday, October 30, 11 am - 2:30 pm


