
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Christ the King November 26, 2017

11:00 a.m.
 

Want to keep Christ in Christmas?

Then feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the 
guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your 
enemies, and do unto others as you would have done 
unto you.

Steve Maraboli



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Allein Gott in der Höh J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for our sakes he 
became poor, that we through his poverty might become rich.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness, and come into God’s presence with singing.

*HYMN 142 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Coronation

*SENTENCES  
Know this:  the Lord alone is God,
and we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture.
Give thanks to the Lord,
and call upon God’s name.
For the Lord our God is good,
and God’s mercy endures to all generations!
  Psalm 100

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.  Yet we confess that we 
have not acknowledged his rule over our lives.  We give allegiance to the powers of this 
world, and fail to be governed by your justice and righteousness.  In your mercy, forgive 
us.  Fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may be faithful disciples, obeying the 
commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Hear now the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies T. F. H. Candlyn
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only Light,
Sun of righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shade of night;
Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee;
joyless is the day's return, till Thy mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;
more and more Thyself display, shining to the perfect day. Amen.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 (p. 788)

 EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23 (p. 188)

 NEW TESTAMENT Matthew 25:31-46 (p. 28)



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON The God of Small Things Rev. Jesse Garner
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,

or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
Matthew 25:37

*HYMN 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life Germany

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
the communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation
is made manifest in the church as the community of believers 
who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 
that unity is therefore both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
that anything which threatens this unity
may have no place in the church and must be resisted.

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.

  from the Belhar Confession (1986)

 OFFERTORY Jubilate Deo Benjamin Britten
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song.



Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are his children and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise;
be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting,
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 151 Crown Him with Many Crowns Diademata

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Nun Danket Alle Gott Sigfrid Karg-Elert

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 26, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeters are Kay & Marvin Keenze, and the 
ushers are Bill Swoope, Captain, Andrea Bowman, Lloyd Doletski, Michael Smith, and Don 
Williams.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of loved ones gone before 
by Mac and Anita McLarin.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, November 27 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 28 PNC 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, November 29th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st 
Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  Join us Sunday, December 3rd, for Young Adult 
First Sunday Brunch after the 11 o'clock service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall after worship 
and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and fellowship.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

YOUNG ADULT GIVING TREE
The Young Adult group has set up a "Giving Tree" in Old Buttonwood Hall in support of youth 
and young adults in the PRIDE program and Achieving Independence Center, both of Valley 
Youth House.  We invite everyone to participate by selecting an ornament from the tree and 
purchasing the item listed on the ornament.  Please bring new, unwrapped items to the church 
on or before Sunday, December 10 and attach the ornament to the gift so we know who the gift 
is for.  Contributions toward the purchase of gifts can be made by sending checks (payable to 
First Presbyterian Church) to the church office with "YA Giving Tree" in the memo line.  Please 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org) for more information.

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, December 3rd, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians 
devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Rev. Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more. 

ADVENT LUNCH
All First Church members, visitors and friends--please plan to stay after the 11 am worship 
service on Sunday, December 10th for our annual Advent Lunch.  The Deacons plan and serve a 
beautiful meal with delicious food and great fellowship.  It is a time to enjoy the company of our 
long time friends and make new friends!  No reservation is necessary and there is no cost to 
attend.  If you would like, you may bring a pie to share. 

(continued)



RIVERSIDE CHRISTMAS PARTY - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
All are invited to join First Church in bringing holiday cheer to residents of Riverside 
Presbyterian Apartments on Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00 pm.  Volunteers are needed to 
provide baked goods, healthy snacks, and entertainment--a song or reading of the season.  Each 
year this event touches the hearts of so many people.  Please contact Jordana Woodford 
(jordana.woodford@fpcphila.org or 443-608-2548)or the church office (office@fpcphila.org).
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


