
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday in Lent March 26, 2017

11:00 a.m. 

GOD ALMIGHTY in His most holy and wise providence, hath 
so disposed of the condition of humankind, as in all times 
some must be rich, some poor, some high and eminent in 
power and dignity; others mean and in submission.

The Reason hereof:  …that every person might have need of 
others, and from hence they might be all knit more nearly 
together in the bonds of brotherly affection. From hence it 
appears plainly that no person is made more honorable than 
another or more wealthy etc., out of any particular and 
singular respect to himself, but for the glory of his Creator 
and the common good of the creature.

John Winthrop
A Model of Christian Charity (1630)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort Dietrich Buxtehude

 CANTICLE The Lent Prose, Verse 4 Plainsong
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.  Sins oft 
committed now we lay before thee: with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.  Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we 
have sinned against thee.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

*HYMN 84  In the Cross of Christ I Glory Rathbun

*SENTENCES  Rev. Drew Harrison
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 23 (p. 491)

 CANTATA 126 Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort J. S. Bach

1. Choral
Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort,
Und steur' Satans und Teufels Mord,
Die Jesum Christum, deinen Sohn,
Stürzen wollen von seinem Thron.

1. Chorale
Sustain us, Lord with your word,
and thwart the murderous rage of
the evil one who would overthrow
Jesus Christ, Your Son, from His throne.

*Those who are able may stand.



2. Arie - T
Sende deine Macht von oben,
Herr der Herren, starker Gott!
Deine Kirche zu erfreuen
Und der Feinde bittern Spott
Augenblicklich zu zerstreuen.

2. Aria - Tenor
Send Your power from above,
Lord of Lords, mighty God!
To delight Your church
and the bitter mockery of the foe
to destroy in the blink of an eye.

3. Rezitativ und Choral - A T
Der Menschen Gunst und Macht wird
wenig nützen, wenn du nicht willt
das arme Häuflein schützen,
Gott, Heiliger Geist, du Tröster wert,
Du weißt, daß die verfolgte Gottesstadt
Den ärgsten Feind nur in sich selber hat
Durch die Gefährlichkeit der falschen Brüder.
Gib dein'm Volk einerlei Sinn auf Erd,
Daß wir, an Christi Leibe Glieder,
Im Glauben eins, in Leben einig sei'n.
Steh bei uns in der letzten Not!
Es bricht alsdann der letzte Feind herein
Und will den Trost von unsern Herzen trennen; 
doch laß dich da als unsern Helfer kennen.  
G'leit uns in Leben aus dem Tod!

3. Recitative and Choral – Alto & Tenor
The might of humankind is of little use,
should You not protect Your little flock,
God, Holy Spirit, worthy Comforter.
You know that the persecuted City of God
is held by the cruelest foe himself only
through the faithlessness of our brothers.
Grant to Your people one mind on earth,
since we, members of Christ's body,
are one in faith, one in life.
Stand by us in our ultimate trial!
Since our foe breaks in and will separate us 
from our heart's comfort;
let Yourself be known here as our Helper.
Lead us in life out of death! 

4. Arie - B
Stürze zu Boden, schwülstige Stolze!
Mache zunichte, was sie erdacht!
Laß sie den Abgrund plötzlich verschlingen,
Wehre dem Toben feindlicher Macht,
Laß ihr Verlangen nimmer gelingen!

4. Aria - Bass
Hurl to the ground the pompous proud!
May their designs be thwarted!
Let the abyss swallow them up,
stand against the raging of the foe’s strength,
let his desire never be achieved!

5. Rezitativ - T
So wird dein Wort und Wahrheit offenbar
Und stellet sich im höchsten Glanze dar,
Daß du vor deine Kirche wachst,
Daß du des heilgen Wortes Lehren
Zum Segen fruchtbar machst;
Und willst du dich als Helfer zu uns kehren,
So wird uns denn in Frieden
Des Segens Überfluß beschieden.

5. Recitative - Tenor
Thus Your word and truth will be revealed
and made manifest in highest radiance,
for You watch over Your church, and make the 
teaching of Your holy word fruitful with 
blessing; turn now to us as our Helper,
that in peace the abundance of Your blessing 
be granted to us. 



6. Choral
Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich,
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten;
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht,
Der für uns könnte streiten,
Denn du, unsr Gott, alleine.

Gib unsern Fürsten und all'r Obrigkeit
Fried und gut Regiment,
Daß wir unter ihnen
Ein geruhig und stilles Leben führen mögen
In aller Gottseligkeit und Ehrbarkeit.  Amen.

6. Chorale
Grant us peace graciously,
Lord God, in our time;
there is indeed no other
who could defend us
than You, our God, alone.

Give our rulers and all lawgivers
peace and good government,
that under them we might lead 
a quiet and peaceful life
in all blessedness and honor.  Amen.

 NEW TESTAMENT John 9:1-41 (p. 100)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 SERMON Opportunities Rev. Jesse Garner
Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 

so that God's works might be revealed in him.
John 6:3

*APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.



 OFFERTORY Gabriel’s Oboe (from The Mission) Ennio Moriccone

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Drew Harrison

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN (INSERT) Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Erhalt uns, Herr

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Improvisation

Musicians

Gared Crawford & Alexandra Cutler-Fetkewicz, violins
Sarah Sutton, viola
Elizabeth Thompson, cello
Miles Davis, bass
Evan Ocheret & Marie Trudeau, oboes
Darin Kelly, trumpet

The musicians for today's cantata were made possible by Concerts@First.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 26, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Drew Harrison.  The Greeter is Dave Huting, and the ushers are Jon 
Rogers, Captain, Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Jen Gay, Mary Elizabeth Greeley, and Jack Melvin.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Monday, March 27 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS - A SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE
Our Lenten Wednesday programs will continue this week on March 22 with a simple supper in 
Old Buttonwood Hall at 6:30 p.m., followed by a period of study beginning at 7:15.  The evening 
will conclude with a brief service of evening prayers at 8:00.  Our reflections will be drawn from 
Jonathan Edwards' masterpiece, A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections.  On-street parking will be 
available (with placard).

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
In March the Young Adults will take a break from our regular Wednesday gatherings to take part 
in Lenten Wednesdays dinner and study @ 6:30 p.m.  For more information on the Young Adult 
Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DISCUSSION FOR PARENTS 
On Sunday, April 2 at 9:45 a.m. in Old Buttonwood Hall, First Church is having a planning 
conversation about Christian Formation at First, to discuss Sunday School and other education 
offerings for our families with young children.  Parents and others who are interested in 
Christian Education are invited to talk about how the church's offerings for Sunday School and 
Christian Education should be scheduled, structured, and designed.

THE SANCTUARY DURING LENT
The season of Lent is a time of penance and reflection, a time when we look inward and prepare 
ourselves to accompany Jesus to the cross.  The Worship Committee has prepared the sanctuary 
to help focus our Lenten journey.  The purple cloth beneath the cross and on the pulpit and 
lectern signifies the color of mourning, and of royalty as we await a new kind of king.  The 
grapevine wreath on the communion table suggests Jesus’ crown of thorns.  In each of the niches 
under the stained glass windows are bare branches, stones, and purple cloth to convey the 
wilderness where John the Baptist and Jesus journeyed.
The candles on the Communion table and in the niches remind us that we never journey without 
the light of Christ.  On each successive Sunday in Lent, a pair of candles in the niches, beginning 
in the rear of the church, will remain unlit as the sanctuary, and our journey, darkens toward the 
cross.  We await the renewed light of Easter’s dawn.
We invite worshipers to spend a moment in silent reflection at the niches or the table after 
worship.

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

The Reverend Drew Harrison, Membership and Congregational Care Director
Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Ken Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Interim Church Administrator
Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications

Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the Penn’s 
Village Office, and Perspectives on Spiritual Transitions is held in the MacColl Room, both at 9:45 
a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.

mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org
mailto:drew.harrison@fpcphila.org

