
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
March 25, 2018 – Palm Sunday 

 Welcome  Rev. Jesse Garner 

 Opening Acclamation 
Open our lips, O Lord, 
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise! 

*Song (insert)  All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

*Prayer   

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word   



 Reading the Word of God Mark 11:1-11 Mellinger family 
 
 Reflections  Rev. Megan LeCluyse 
 
*Confession of Faith 

We trust in Jesus Christ, 
Fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, 
healing the sick 
and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”   From the PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith		
 

Offering 

 



 

 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life  
and the cup of salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

 

*Closing Song (insert) What Wondrous Love Is This  



Announcements  March 25, 2018 

Easter Flower Dedications 
Today is the last day to submit dedications for Easter flowers! Forms can be found in the church 
office. 
 
Special Opportunity – Guided Spiritual Direction 
Today will be the final meeting during Lent for guided spiritual direction from 12:15 to 1:00 p.m. 
in the Whitefield Room, led by the Rev. Barbara Chaapel. This is an opportunity to learn and 
experience a spiritual practice for Lent, and to share silence and guided reflection. 
 
Young Adult Group 
This Wednesday, March 28th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church (enter on the 
21st Street side) for discussion-based fellowship. We will be listening to a podcast, starting 
right at 7:30, and discussing it afterwards. The Young Adults will be dyeing Easter Eggs at the 
church next Saturday, March 31st, from 1-3 p.m. RSVP via e-mail if you are planning to come. Our 
Young Adult Brunch will be April 8th. For more information on the Young Adult Group contact 
Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on 
Facebook. 
 
Holy Week Services 
The church will gather on Thursday evening (March 29) at 7 p.m. to observe the solemn occasion 
of Maundy Thursday with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. On Good Friday (March 30), the 
church will gather at 12:00 noon for a service of prayer and reflection in observance of the Lord’s 
death. Both services will be held in the Sanctuary. The choir will sing Reinhard Keiser’s setting of 
the passion story as told in the Gospel of Mark along with hymns and meditations. Parking for 
both services is available with placard. 
 
Easter Worship 
There will be three worship services on Easter. There is a sunrise service in the Sanctuary at 7 
a.m. (enter on 21st Street) with a simple breakfast following. Our Celebration! service at 9 a.m. 
in Old Buttonwood Hall will be followed by brunch and an Easter egg hunt. The traditional 
worship is at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with combined Chancel and Parish Choirs as well as brass. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
For more than sixty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout America on 
Easter in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing. Through this offering, the refugee and the 
stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have 
found relief and help re-building; and communities seeking to take control of their future have 
found partners in development. Our gifts support the work of the Committee for the Self- 
Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 
The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have 
enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more 
abundantly. 


