
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Palm Sunday March 25, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

Trust a crowd to look at the wrong end of a 
miracle every time.

Kurt Vonnegut,
Palm Sunday



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Valet will ich dir geben  Johann Sebastian Bach

 CANTICLE Responsory for Palm Sunday Plainsong
When the Lord was entering the holy city, the children of the Hebrews foretold the 
resurrection of life.  And waving palm branches, they cried out “Hosanna in the 
highest.” When the people had heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they went out 
to greet him; and waving palm branches, they cried out “Hosanna in the highest.”

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
O give thanks to the Lord, who is good,
whose steadfast love endures forever
 Psalm 118:1

*HYMN 88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor Valet will ich dir geben

*SENTENCES  
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter and give thanks to the LORD.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
 Psalm 118

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of all, you gave your only-begotten Son to take the form of a servant, and to be 
obedient even to death on a cross.  We confess that we have been faithless and 
disobedient servants who too often have forsaken our Lord.  Give us, we pray, the same 
mind that was in Christ Jesus, that sharing in his humility and obedience, we may come 
to be with him in his glory.  Hear now the confession we offer in silence…

 TRISAGION (insert)  

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Hosanna to the Son of David Orlando Gibbons
Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Blessed be the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest places.  Hosanna in the highest heavens.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (p. 554)

 NEW TESTAMENT Mark 11:1-11 (p. 46)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI (insert)  



 SERMON Alone in a Crowd Rev. Jesse Garner
…and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late,

he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Mark 11:11

*APOSTLES’ CREED (insert) I Believe in God the Father Psalm 42

 OFFERTORY Ride On, Ride On in Majesty T. Frederick H. Candlyn
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  Hear all the tribes hosanna cry;
O Savior meek, pursue Your road with palms and scattered garments stroked.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die.
O Christ, Your triumphs now begin o’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  The hosts of angels in the sky
look down with sad and wond'ring eyes to see th'approaching Sacrifice.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on His sapphire throne awaits His own anointed Son.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die,
bow Your meek head to mortal pain, then take, O Christ, Your pow'r and reign.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.



*HYMN 85 What Wondrous Love is This Wondrous Love

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS MARCH 25, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Jim 
Schreyer, Captain, Jennifer Gay, João Magalhaes, Don Williams, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God in honor of loved ones still with us and in 
memory of those gone before, by Mac and Anita McLarin.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, March 26 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 27 PNC 6:30 p.m.

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS
Today is the last day to submit dedications for Easter flowers!  Forms can be found in the church 
office.

SUNDAYS IN LENT - GUIDED SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Today will be the final meeting during Lent for guided spiritual direction from 12:15 to 1:00 p.m. 
in the Whitefield Room, led by the Rev. Barbara Chaapel.  This is an opportunity to learn and 
experience a spiritual practice for Lent, and to share silence and guided reflection.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, March 28th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church (enter on the 
21st Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  We will be listening to a podcast, starting 
right at 7:30, and discussing it after.  The Young Adults will be dyeing Easter Eggs at the church 
next Saturday, March 31st, from 1-3 p.m.  RSVP via e-mail if you are planning to come.  Our 
Young Adult Brunch will be April 8th.  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact 
Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on 
Facebook.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
The church will gather on Thursday evening at 7 p.m. to observe the solemn occasion of Maundy 
Thursday with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  On Good Friday, the church will gather at 
noon for a service of prayer and reflection in observance of the Lord’s death.  The choir will sing 
Reinhard Keiser’s setting of the passion story as told in the Gospel of Mark along with hymns 
and meditations.  Parking for both is available services with placard.

EASTER WORSHIP
There will be three worship services on Easter.  There is a sunrise service in the sanctuary at 7 
a.m. (enter on 21st Street) with a simple breakfast following.  The Celebration! service at 9 a.m. 
in Old Buttonwood Hall will be followed by brunch and an Easter egg hunt.  Our traditional 
worship is at 11 a.m. in the sanctuary, with combined Chancel and Parish Choirs and brass.

(continued)



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
For more than sixty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout America on 
Easter in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing.  Through this offering, the refugee and the 
stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have 
found relief and help re-building; and communities seeking to take control of their future have 
found partners in development.  Our gifts support the work of the Committee for the Self-
Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program.   
The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have 
enabled a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more 
abundantly.

CONSTITUTION SEMINAR
The subject of this year’s annual Constitution Seminar, once again led by Will Harris, will be the 
“New” Constitution created by the 14th Amendment, adopted in 1868 in the aftermath of the 
Civil War, which addresses citizenship rights and equal protection of the laws for all persons.  
We will discuss the strong parallels of the New Constitution to the Biblical understanding of 
resurrection, the core components of the New Constitution as the key to the resurrection of the 
American national community, and its relevance in our current time of great civic crisis.  The 
seminar will meet on Wednesday nights, April 4, 11, & 18, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m., and conclude 
with a meeting on Saturday morning, April 21, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Parking will be 
available with placard.
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