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11:00 a.m.
 

Out of love for the truth and from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend 
Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and 
ordinary lecturer therein at Wittenberg, intends to defend the 
following statements...

10. Those priests act ignorantly and wickedly who, in the case of the 
dying, reserve canonical penalties for purgatory. 

11. Those tares of changing the canonical penalty to the penalty of 
purgatory were evidently sown while the bishops slept (Mt 
13:25).

12. In former times canonical penalties were imposed, not after, but 
before absolution, as tests of true contrition.

From the Disputation on the Power of 
Indulgences, or the Ninety-five Theses,

Martin Luther (1517)



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE St. Louis Comes to Clifton Herbert Howells

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Gladden the soul of your servants, O Lord,
for to you we lift up our song.

*HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise St. Denio

*SENTENCES  
Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
listen to my cries of supplication.
In the day of my trouble I call on you,
for you will answer me.
For you are great and do wondrous things;
you alone are God.
 Psalm 86

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of life, grant us your forgiveness.  You alone know how often we have sinned in 
wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.  We are 
indifferent to a world made sad by want and wastefulness; we pass by on the other side 
when we see our neighbor in need; we wander from the way that leads to peace in paths 
of our own pleasing.  God of life, grant us your forgiveness, and hear the prayers we offer 
now in silence….

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 21:8-21 (p. 16)

 EPISTLE Romans 6:1b-11 (p. 152)

 GOSPEL Matthew 10:24-39 (p. 10)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Promises and Pie Rev. Emily M. Brown
"God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water."

Genesis 21:19

*HYMN 356 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing Nettleton



*THE APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord.

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Walk Together, Children Moses Hogan

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.



*HYMN 361 How Firm a Foundation Foundation

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Epilogue (from The Hovingham Sketches) Herbert Howells

Soloist:  Jennifer Hsiung

MUSIC NOTES:
Dated 1977, St. Louis Comes to Clifton is evidently Howells’s final organ work.  (He died in 1982.)  
It originated as a contribution for a privately published tribute to an unusual and well-respected 
musician, Douglas Fox, director of music at Clifton College, Bristol, who had lost his left arm 
during World War I.  The occasion called forth a small gem from Howells.  The composer based 
this valedictory work on a fifteenth-century French folk tune, cherished since the early years of 
his career.  The text narrates an event from the childhood of Louis, the future French king and 
saint--hence the reference in the otherwise mystifying title.  The elderly Howells mentioned in 
an accompanying affectionate letter to Fox that he had showed the tune to Maurice Ravel, who 
never used it.
Epilogue, composed in 1974, is the concluding composition in a collection titled The Hovingham 
Sketches, presented by The Royal College of Organists to HRH Katherine, The Duchess of Kent, 
an enthusiastic patron of the organ.

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is not held during 
the summer months, but will resume in September.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JUNE 25, 2017
The liturgist today is Rev. Jesse Garner.  The Greeter is Bill Leonard, and the ushers are Anten 
Kraemer, Captain, Edna Dick, Lloyd Doletski, Jon Rogers, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and in honor of family, friends and First 
Presbyterian Church, by Judy Callan.

Our guest preacher today is The Rev. Emily M. Brown.  Rev. Brown most recently served as 
Associate Pastor of Broadway UCC in New York City, and will begin serving as Pastor of First 
Reformed Church in Hastings-on-Hudson, New York, later this summer.  She received her 
bachelor’s degree from Harvard University and her M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary, 
and has been an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ since 2012.  She was the 2010 
recipient of the David H. C. Read Memorial Preacher/Scholar Award, given annually by Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, as well as Union Theological Seminary’s Kneeland Award.  She 
serves on the UCC New York Metro Association Board of Directors and on the Board of Young 
Clergy Women International, and is the Co-Managing Editor of Fidelia, YCWI’s online 
publication.  Stepmom to one child and mom to two more, she enjoys exploring great 
restaurants and bakeries, reading memoirs and graphic novels, choral singing, and playing in a 
competitive online trivia league.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, June 26 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 27 PNC Meeting 6:30 p.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults will be volunteering with Books Through Bars (4722 Baltimore Ave) this 
Tuesday, June 27th at 7:30 p.m.  If you would like to join please RSVP ASAP!  Next Sunday, July 
2, is the Young Adult's Brunch after the 11 a.m. worship service.  Meet in Old Buttonwood Hall 
after worship and we'll walk to the Irish Pub together to enjoy good food and fellowship.  If you 
are a first time Young Adult please join us as our guest.  For more information on the Young 
Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult 
fellowship group on Facebook.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
On Saturday, July 8, First Church will be volunteering at Bartram’s Garden with young women 
from Camp Sojourner Girls' Leadership Camp.  The work day begins at 9:30, followed by lunch 
at noon, and closing with a short program at 1:30 p.m.  For information or to volunteer, please 
speak with Clark Royle or email missions@fpcphila.org.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 

(continued)



a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).
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