
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 June 24, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

“To journey for the sake of saving our own lives is little 
by little to cease to live in any sense that really matters, 
even to ourselves, because it is only by journeying for the 
world's sake - even when the world bores and sickens and 
scares you half to death - that little by little we start to 
come alive.”

Frederick Buechner, 
The Sacred Journey: A Memoir of Early Days



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE All Glory Be to God on High J. S. Bach

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he were rich,
yet for our sakes he became poor, that we through his poverty might become rich.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to endless ages.  Amen.

*HYMN 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Lauda Anima

*SENTENCES  
How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!
It is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
life forevermore.
 Psalm 133

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy God, you call us to bold discipleship, fearless love, and deep and abiding 
hospitality.  And yet, too often, circumstances and our own actions conspire to render 
our following timid, limited, and hesitant.  Forgive our anxious fears and restore us to 
right relationship with you and one another.  Give us courage to confront and confess 
our own brokenness and the ways we have hurt others.  In restoring us, renew our 
discipleship and call us once more to the path you would have us follow.  Hear now the 
confessions we offer in the silence of our hearts...

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Healey Willan

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 ANTHEM Set Me as a Seal Richard Nance
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death. 
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.  (Song of Solomon)

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 9:9-20  (p. 482)

 EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 6:1–13  (p. 178)

 GOSPEL Mark 4:35–41 (p. 38)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON A Tale of a Fateful Trip Rev. Baron Mullis
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.”

Mark 4:35

*HYMN 377 Lord, You Have Come Pescador de Hombres

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Owen Douglas Boyd
Child of Doug and Jen Boyd

COVENANT WITH THE CONGREGATION

Do you, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ promise to guide and nurture 
Owen by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow 
Christ, and to be a faithful member of his Church?
We do.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

BAPTISM



 OFFERTORY Great Lord of Lords Orlando Gibbons
Great Lord of Lords, supreme immortal King,
O give us grace to sing
Thy praise, which makes earth, air, and heaven to ring.
O Word of God, from ages unbegun,
The Father's only Son,
With Him in power, in substance, Thou art one.
O Holy Ghost, Whose care doth all embrace,
Thy watch is o'er our race,
Thou Source of Life, Thou Spring of peace and grace.
One living Trinity, One unseen Light,
All, all is Thine, Thy light
Beholds alike the bounds of depth and height.  Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Baron Mullis

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 418 God, Bless Your Church with Strength Ich halte treulich still

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Overture to “The Royal Fireworks” G. F. Handel

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS JUNE 24, 2018

The liturgists today are the Revs. Megan LeCluyse and Jesse Garner.  The Greeter is William 
Swoope, and the ushers are Doug O’Malley (Captain), Pamela Bierce, Jeannie Boehner, Jennifer 
Gay, and William Swoope.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving remembrance of the Rev. and 
Mrs. William E. Swoope by William Swoope.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
There are no meetings scheduled for this week.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a congregational meeting for today, June 24, immediately following the 11 
a.m. worship service for the purpose of acting on the recommendation of the Pastor Nominating 
Committee that the Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis be called as Pastor and Head of Staff of First Church.  
Rev. Mullis is preaching at both the 9 and 11 a.m. services today.  All members are urged to 
attend.

CHURCH PICNIC
The Deacons invite everyone to our annual Church Picnic in Old Buttonwood Hall TODAY 
following the congregational meeting.  All are welcome--members, visitors, and friends.  No 
reservations are necessary.  Please join us!

FIRST CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY
We are still collecting photos from all families for a new photo directory!  We will be taking 
photos after worship over the next few weeks in Old Buttonwood Hall.  See Patti Sassoli or 
Sarah Weisiger.  If you’d like to send a photo, please email digital photo files (jpg/jpeg) to 
communications@fpcphila.org.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, June 27th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for book discussion of 
Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt.  Next Sunday, July 1st, after the 11 o’clock service, join us for 
our monthly brunch at the Irish Pub.  We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall following the 
service.  If this is your first time, join us as our guest.  For more information on the Young Adult 
Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION IN ORDINARY TIME
The longest period of time in the liturgical calendar is Ordinary Time, the time between 
Pentecost and the beginning of Advent. It is so named not because it is common or “ordinary,” 
but because its Sundays are numbered, or ordered.  Ordinary time is a time without either 

(continued)



feasting or fasting; rather, it is a time for the practice of the Christian life—when Christ walks 
among us, transforming our daily lives.  Barbara Chaapel will lead group spiritual direction on 
the five Sundays in July (1, 8, 15, 22, 29) at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield Room, offering the 
opportunity to experience the practice of our Christian life together in silence, prayer, reflection, 
and sharing.  All are welcome, whether you have attended the group in the past or want to 
experience a new practice of our faith.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
201 South 21st Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

The Reverend Jesse Garner, Pastor
The Reverend Megan LeCluyse, Celebration Team Leader

Mr. Andrew Senn, Director of Music and Organist
Ms. Suzanne Riemann, Church Administrator

The Rev. Jerry K. Foote, Director of Congregational Care
The Rev. Sarah Weisiger, Director of Membership Development

Mrs. Patti Sassoli, Director of Communications
Ms. Annie LeCluyse, Young Adult Leader 

The Reverend Barbara A. Chaapel
The Reverend Kenneth J. Ross

The Reverend Herbert D. Valentine
Parish Associates

SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


