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“Whoever, then, thinks that he understands the Holy 
Scriptures, or any part of them, but puts such an 
interpretation upon them as does not tend to build up 
this twofold love of God and our neighbor, does not yet 
understand them as he ought.” 

—Augustine of Hippo



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Grace and peace to you as we gather for worship!  Here in this place, the seasons of our lives are 
marked:  the children of God of every age are baptized, marriages are celebrated, and when one 
grieves, the whole body grieves together.  We are a family of faith. 
And just as Christ Jesus has welcomed each person to this church for over three hundred years, 
we extend our word of welcome in his name.  Christ loves all, calls all, and welcomes all, and so 
members and guests alike enter to worship with the same profound welcome. 
This congregation is steeped in history – three members of the church signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  We are a part of the history of this city from its earliest days.  But make no 
mistake about it:  this is a living, breathing congregation seeking in real and tangible ways to 
make the grace of God known to our very modern world. 
We would love to know you, and for you to know us.  Please stay after the service and join in our 
fellowship time together where we enjoy refreshments, and most importantly, share our lives 
together.  And if in getting to know us, you feel God is calling you to join together with us in 
living God’s grace in this place, it would be our joy for you to become a part of this community. 

Baron Mullis, Pastor 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE 
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall. 
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance. 
Large print bulletins and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate. 

BE SOCIAL! 
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove. 

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 PRELUDE Improvisation  

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Dr. Baron Mullis 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 Psalm 122:1 

*HYMN 455 All Creatures of Our God and King Lasst uns erfreuen 

*SENTENCES  The Reverend Megan LeCluyse 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth,  
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
  Philippians 2:5-10 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

  

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 WELCOME  

*Those who are able may stand.



 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, your way for us is well known to us.  You call us to kindness, generosity, and 
love.  You call us to remember how we would like to be treated, and to treat others the 
same way.  Your ways are clear, but so often we fail to live and to love the way you call 
us to.  We think of ourselves first.  We miss opportunities to show kindness.  We nurse 
grudges.  It is not the mind of Christ that is in us, but our own desires.  Forgive us, we 
pray, and lead us in the way you have us go.  We pray this in Jesus’ name, and for his 
sake.  Hear now the prayers we offer in the silence of our hearts… 

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn 

 

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Brothers and sisters, believe the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 ANTHEM If Ye Be Risen Again with Christ Orlando Gibbons 
If ye be risen again with Christ seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on heavenly things and not on earthly 
things; for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  Whensoever Christ, 
which is our life, shall show himself, then shall we also appear with him in glory.  So be 
it. 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  



 OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 45:3-11; 15 (p. 41) 

 PSALTER Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 (p. 500) 

 GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38 (p. 63) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA PATRI  Regent Square 
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen. 

 SERMON The Golden Rule and the Bad News of the Gospel Dr. Mullis 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

Luke 6:31 

*HYMN 298 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy In Babilone 

*APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 



 OFFERTORY The Beatitudes Arvo Pärt 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Amen 

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen. 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN 364 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God Grand Isle 

*BENEDICTION   

 POSTLUDE Fugue in D, Opus 59 Max Reger 

᛭ ᛭ ᛭ 



Announcements February 24, 2019 
The liturgist today is the Reverend Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is William Swoope, and the 
ushers are Anten Kraemer(Captain), Fred Barfoot, Jeannie Boehner, Judy Callan, and Mary 
Elizabeth Greeley. 

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God with thanks to our church family and friends, 
especially Ike Williams, by Kai and Peggy Schroeder, who celebrates her 91st birthday this week. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
Monday, February 25 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m. 

FPCQ BRUNCH TODAY 
Today after the 11 a.m. service the fpcQ fellowship group will gather for brunch at Dave Huting's 
home.  We will meet in Old Buttonwood Hall and carpool or walk together. 

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM 
Please join us at the Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA) this Wednesday, February 27th at 10:50 
a.m., or come early for pre-visit coffee and conversation to the Museum’s cafeteria at 10 a.m.  
We’ll be led on a tour of the museum by Jean Witmer.  RSVP to womenwitwisdom@fpcphila.org 
by tomorrow, February 25th, and let us know if you have a PMA membership so that non-
members could benefit from a $10 entrance fee. 

TWENTIES & THIRTIES (T&T) GROUP 
This Wednesday, February 27th, at 7:30 p.m., we will gather at First Church for fellowship and 
discussion. (Enter at 21st Street.)  Join us next Sunday, March 3rd, at 9:45 a.m. for the Shrove 
Sunday Pancake brunch.  The monthly T&T brunch is postponed until March 10.  For more 
information on the Twenties & Thirties Group, contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 

CASSEROLE BLITZ! 
The Missions Committee is embarking on its fifth year of quarterly casserole blitzes to provide 
meals for the hungry through the University City Hospitality Coalition (UCHC).  Next Saturday,  
March 2nd, from 8:30 - 10 a.m., we will make 30 casseroles, which will provide a hot dinner for 8 
times that many people.  We could use your help!  It’s a fun, gratifying way to spend a Saturday 
morning (and we have coffee and very good donuts).  Please contact Beverly Cowart 
(missions@fpcphila.org) if you can participate. 

PANCAKE BRUNCH! 
Join us after the Celebration! service at 9:45 a.m. next Sunday, March 3rd for our annual "Shrove 
Sunday" Pancake Brunch.  The Twenties & Thirties group will be our expert pancake makers!  It's 
a great opportunity for fellowship and fun as we prepare to enter the season of Lent.  All are 
welcome! 

(continued)



ASH WEDNESDAY 
First Church will have two services on Ash Wednesday, March 6, at 12 noon and 7 p.m.
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST 
CELEBRATION! 
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Adult CE classes are held at 9:45 a.m. in the MacColl room.  Sunday School class for young 
children and their families is held at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room.  Contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Dr. Mullis’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


