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The incarnate God is present, and can be experienced, 
in the humanity of every man, and in full human 
corporeality…
Furthermore, the crucified God is near to him in the 
forsakenness of every man.  There is no loneliness and 
no rejection which he has not taken to himself and 
assumed in the cross of Jesus.

Jürgen Moltman



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Christ Lag in Todesbanden J.S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Drew Harrison
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

*HYMN 108 Christ is Alive Truro

*SENTENCES  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore

Psalm 16

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Drew Harrison

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Faithful God, your love for us is steadfast, yet we are quick to turn away from you.  We 
do not know how to trust, so we believe only what we can see and touch.  We are quick 
to forget your assurances, even as we leap from one belief system to the next, yearning 
for the security you provide.  Forgive us for our lack of faith.  Teach us to rely on you, so 
that we may go out into the world confident in the living hope revealed to us in your 
Son.  Hear now our prayers offered to you in silence…

 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

*Those who are able may stand.



 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

  ANTHEM I Got Me Flowers Ralph Vaughn Williams
I got me flowers to strew thy way;
I got me boughs off many a tree:
But thou wast up by break of day,
And brought'st thy sweets along with thee.
The Sun arising in the East,
Though he give light, and the East perfume;
If they should offer to contest
With thy arising, they presume.
Can there be any day but this,
Though many suns to shine endeavour?
We count three hundred, but we miss:
There is but one, and that one ever.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST READING Acts 2:22-32 (p. 116)

 SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9 (p. 227)

 GOSPEL John 20:19-31 (p. 113)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Put Your Hand in My Hand Rev. Drew Harrison

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

*HYMN 399 We Walk by Faith Dunlap’s Creek

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Urban Mosaic Marko Vukosavovic

 OFFERTORY Rise Heart Ralph Vaughn Williams
Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise
Without delays,
Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise
With him may'st rise;
That, as his death calcined thee to dust,
His life may make thee gold, and much more, Just.

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part
With all thy art. 
The cross taught all wood to resound his name
Who bore the same. 
His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key
Is best to celebrate this most high day. 



Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song
Pleasant and long:
Or since all music is but three parts vied,
And multiplied;
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,
And make up our defects with his sweet art.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Mr. Clark Royle

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 111 Good Christians All Gelobt Sei Gott

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Improvisation 

The soloist this morning is Brian Ming Chu.

The Anthem and Offertory are two movements from Ralph Vaughn Williams’ Five 
Mystical Songs.  The text is by George Herbert.



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 23, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse, and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeter is Gary 
Christensen, and the ushers are Jim Schreyer, Captain, Philip Amoa, Reginald Amoa, Jeannie 
Boehner, Lloyd Doletski, and Jim Wilson.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of his grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Scheffen and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schimmel, by Allan Schimmel.

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to decorate First Church for Easter.  An 
additional dedication was received after the list was printed:  George Nutty, in honor of Jessica 
and Lee Nutty.

MEET OUR MISSIONS!
TODAY after worship the Missions Committee is hosting Fellowship Hour, welcoming a 
number of the agencies that we work with at First Church.  Representatives from 
ACHIEVEability, The Arc of Philadelphia, Kirkwood Camp, MANNA, Norris Square 
Neighborhood Project, Urban Mosaic, Urban Tree Connection, and the West Philadelphia Repair 
Initiative (WPRI) of Habitat will be in Old Buttonwood Hall to distribute materials, talk with 
you about their missions, and let you know about volunteer opportunities. Please plan to come 
and learn more about the work you are supporting and find new ways to serve our neighbors!

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  This week we’ll gather for 
fellowship and discussion at the church.  We will return to the Animate Series to help guide our 
discussion on Faith.  (Use the 21st Street entrance.).  For more information on the Young Adult 
Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship 
group on Facebook.

SOJOURNER TRUTH WALK
Girls' Leadership Camp's annual Sojourner Truth Walk will be on Saturday, May 6th, and First 
Church will once again be fielding a team!  The 5K walk begins in Clark Park (43rd & Baltimore) 
at 9:30 a.m.  It's a great event for individuals and families to enjoy spring in Philadelphia and a 
wonderful chance to joyfully celebrate people working for change in our community.  Visit the 
First Church website to join or sponsor the First Church team.  For information, contact Beverly 
Cowart (beverly.cowart@fpcphila.org).  Girls Leadership Camp helps girls become leaders who 
take charge of their own lives and also act as agents of positive change in their communities.

BAND OF BOOMERS
A new fellowship group is forming at First Church!  The “Band of Boomers,” aimed at people 
born between 1943 and 1960, will soon be gathering from time to time for fellowship, fun, and 
spiritual growth.  Their first event, a trip to the new Museum of the American Revolution will be 
on May 7th.  For information contact Shellie Unger (shellieunger@mac.com) or Drew Harrison 
(drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

(continued)



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  A Community Bible 
study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the Old City 
Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday mornings at 9 
a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to participate.  For 
information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


