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Norwegians are far more concerned about the powers of 
Google and Facebook to gather information about private 
citizens than about their intelligence service’s spying for 
the NSA.  Such a position, he observed, might be the 
opposite of the United States, where consumers routinely 
volunteer much of their private identities to Internet 
companies, while viewing government surveillance with 
great skepticism.

Hugh Eakin
New York Review of Books

January 19, 2017



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in this church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.  
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Prelude in e minor, BWV 548 J.S. Bach

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined.
  Isaiah 9:2

*HYMN 462  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  Ratisbon

*SENTENCES  Mr. Clark Royle
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 
One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
  Psalm 27:1ff

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

***

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Gracious God, in the company of your people, we confess our sins before you and one 
another.  We have been bitter and angry, keenly aware of the faults of others, while 
oblivious to our own.  We have been lazy and selfish, pursuing our own desires, while 
blind to the needs of others.  We have been fearful and timid, ignoring the power of your 
Spirit, while relying upon our own.  God of mercy, forgive our foolish and intemperate 
ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

***

  ANTHEM Ubi Caritas Ola Gjeilo

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exultemus et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum.
Ex et corde diligams nos sincero.
Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there.
The love of Christ has gathered us.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us revere and love the living God,
And from a sincere heart let us love one 
another.  Amen.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 9:1-4 (p. 624)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (p. 162)

 GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23 (p. 3)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***



*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Staying on Message Rev. Jesse Garner
  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel…
  1 Corinthians 1:17a

*HYMN 436 We Are Your People Whitfield

*APOSTLES CREED  Mr. Clark Royle
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 OFFERTORY How Lovely Are the Messengers Felix Mendelssohn
How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace.  To all the nations is 
gone forth the sound of their words,throughout all the lands their glad tidings.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.



 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Megan LeCluyse

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 442 The Church’s One Foundation Aurelia

*BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE Fugue in e minor, BWV 548 J.S. Bach

*Those who are able may stand.

SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration worship is held each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  Join us in Old Buttonwood Hall for 
this more informal service that is inclusive of all ages.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS JANUARY 22, 2017
The liturgists today are Rev. Megan LeCluyse and Mr. Clark Royle.  The Greeter is Gary 
Christensen, and the ushers are Jon Rogers, Captain, Miles Davis, Edna Dick, Cynthia Olds 
Greeley, Joao Magalhaes, and Don Williams.

The chancel flowers are given in memory of their father, Elder Arthur H. Lang by his children, 
Susy, Steve, and Carl.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK:
Monday, January 23 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 26 Nominating Committee 6:30 p.m.

MANNA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
MANNA needs 10 volunteers to work in the kitchen on each of the following days and times:  
Thursday, January 19th from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Friday, January 20th from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Tuesday, 
January 24th from 1-4 p.m.; Wednesday, January 25th from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Monday, January 30th 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, January 31st from 1-4 p.m.  If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Glenda at 215-496-2662 x100 or gcooke@mannapa.org.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Young Adults group meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  This week we’ll watch a movie 
(TBD).  (Use the 21st Street entrance.).  Next Sunday, January 29th the Young Adults are going 
ice skating at Penn’s Landing.  RSVP to Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org) by 
Wednesday, January 25th if you plan to join us so we can purchase tickets ahead of time..  The 
cost is $13 including skate rental.  For more information on the Young Adult Group email Annie 
LeCluyse, and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD
To date we have received 104 pledges of financial support for 2017 for a total of 
$371,000 toward a goal of $440,000.  If you have not yet made a pledge for 2017, 
pledge cards are available in the church office or you may pledge on the church's 
website (www.fpcphila.org/moving-first-forward).

GROUP SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Group Spiritual Direction will meet next Sunday, January 29, at 9:45 a.m. in the Whitefield 
Room (lower level).  Spiritual Direction is the ancient practice of the church when Christians 
devoted time to discerning God's presence in their lives.  Contact Barbara Chaapel 
(barbara.chaapel@fpcphila.org) to learn more.

Moving First Forward

(continued)



SONGS OVERSEAS
Fundraising for Songs Overseas is progressing well, with enthusiastic support from the choir and 
congregation alike.  There are still a few places left on the Companion Tour for anyone interested 
in traveling with the choir and sharing in their musical experience.  The cost is $2,250, which 
covers airfare, accommodation, and ground transportation, as well as admission to points of 
interest.  If you would like to join the Companion Tour, please speak with Andrew Senn.  The 
deadline to register (with deposit) is February 5th.  We also continue to ask of your generosity in 
our fundraising - either via the weekly Challenge or with a one-time donation. 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets on Tuesday evenings at the home of Andrea Bowman at 7 p.m.  A 
Community Bible study led by Delores Brisbon meets on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. at the 
Old City Presbyterian Apartments (25 N. 4th Street).  Men’s Bible study meets on Saturday 
mornings at 9 a.m. at the café at DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  All are welcome to 
participate.  For information contact Drew Harrison (drew.harrison@fpcphila.org).

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend one of our new member classes.  Classes are 
informal and explore what Presbyterians believe, what membership means, and how to get 
involved at First Church.  Contact Drew (drew@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse@fpcphila.org) for 
more information.
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