
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday of Easter April 22, 2018

11:00 a.m.
  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal…

Declaration of Independence (1776)

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union…

United States Constitution (1787)

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United 
States…

14th Amendment, U. S. Constitution (1868)

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands…

1 John 1:1



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at SP+ Parking, located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Praeludium a 5 Matthias Weckmann

 CANTICLE  George Thalben-Ball
O Lord, thou hast searched me out and known me: whither shall I go then from thy 
presence?

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jesse Garner
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

*HYMN 121  That Easter Day with Joy Puer Nobis

*SENTENCES  Kay Keenze
Jesus Christ is our shepherd,
for he lays down his life for his sheep.
Jesus Christ is our shepherd,
for he knows us, and calls us by name.
Jesus Christ is our shepherd,
for he speaks, and we listen for his voice. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Lord, have mercy on us, for we have sinned.  We talk about love, but our actions betray 
us.  We talk about love, but we neglect those who need it.  We talk about love, but we 
even fail to love one another.  Lord, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, and abide in us by the 
power of your Spirit, so that by loving others we may show our love for Jesus Christ, 
who loves us and gave his life for us.  Hear now the confessions we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM Now the Green Blade Riseth Simon Lindley
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain.  Wheat that in dark earth many days 
has lain; Love lives again, that with the dead has been:  Love is come again, like wheat 
that springeth green.
In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain, thinking that never he would 
wake again, laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  Love is come again, like 
wheat that springeth green.
Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain.  He that for three days in the grave had lain.  
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:  Love is come again, like wheat that 
springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, thy touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  Love is come again, like wheat that 
springeth green.

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 FIRST LESSON Acts 4:5-12 (p. 118)

 EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24 (p. 235)



 GOSPEL John 10:11-18 (p. 102)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Westminster Abbey
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.

 SERMON Who is “We”? Rev. Jesse Garner
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

1 John 3:24b

*HYMN 172 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Resignation

*APOSTLES’ CREED  Kay Keenze
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen

 OFFERTORY Vidi Aquam Tomas Luis de Victoria
Vidi aquam egredientem de templo, a latere dextro, alleluia: et omnes, ad quos pervenit aqua ista, 
salvi facti sunt, et dicent, alleluia, alleluia. Confitemini Domino quoniam bonus: Quoniam in 
saeculum misericordia eius.
Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto: Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, et in saecula 
sæculorum.  Amen.



I saw water coming forth from the temple on the right side, alleluia: and all those to 
whom this water came were saved, and shall say, alleluia, alleluia.  Give praise to the 
Lord, for He is good:  For His mercy endures forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 111 Good Christians All Gelobt sei Gott

*BENEDICTION

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

 POSTLUDE Intermezzo (Sonata 8) Joseph Rheinberger

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 22, 2018
The liturgist today is Kay Keenze.  The Greeter is Gary Christensen, and the ushers are  Miles 
Davis, Edna Dick, Jim Schreyer, Bill Swoope, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Allan Schimmel in memory of my parents, 
Arie and Magdalena Schimmel-Scheffer.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, April 23 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 24 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25 Personnel Committee 7:00 p.m.

INTERESTED IN FIRST CHURCH?
If you would like to learn more about First Church and how you can be a part of the life and 
ministry of the church, you’re invited to attend our new member class this Saturday, April 
28th, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The class is informal and explores what Presbyterians believe, 
what membership means, and how to get involved at First Church.  Contact Sarah 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) or Jesse (jesse.garner@fpcphila.org) for more information.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, April 25th, at 7:30 p.m., we will return to our regular Wednesday night 
gathering at First Church (enter on the 21st Street side).  We will discuss the book Velvet Elvis by 
Rob Bell.  If you do not have a copy you can get it used for under $5 on Amazon.  For more 
information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), 
and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook.

FPC BIKE RIDE
Join us for the first annual FPC bike ride this Saturday, April 28th at 10 a.m.  We'll ride along the 
beautiful Schuylkill River trail and meet in Conshohocken for lunch.  Contact Mac McLarin 
(mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org) for details.

WOMEN OF WIT & WISDOM
On Wednesday, May 2nd at 1:00 p.m., in the MacColl Room, Women of Wit and Wisdom will 
view the thought-provoking 2015 film La Sapienza, followed by discussion and light 
refreshments.  In La Sapienza, the protagonist and his wife take us on their inner journey that 
rekindles their passion for life, work, and each other.  Join us for this extraordinary story 
accompanied by lush photography, architecture, art and music.

SOJOURNER TRUTH WALK
FPCP’s Missions Committee is sponsoring a team of walkers in the 6th Annual Sojourner Truth 
Walk, a 3K walkathon that will take place on Saturday, May 5th, beginning in Clark Park (45th St. 
& Chester Ave.) at 10 a.m.  The walk is named in honor of Sojourner Truth, an African-American 
woman who escaped slavery and then fought to end it, while also speaking out for women's 
rights and economic justice.  All proceeds benefit Camp Sojourner, Girls' Leadership Camp, and 

(continued)



help to fund scholarships for summer camp and year-round leadership activities.  Please help 
build the leadership of Philly girls by sponsoring or joining the First Church team (https://
bit.ly/2J4nvmx)!  This is a family-friendly event--all are welcome!

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
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Philadelphia, PA 19103
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www.fpcphila.org
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST
CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following 11 o’clock worship our Deacons lead a brief period of 
intercessory prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests 
and place it in the offering plate or join the Deacons for the prayer time after worship.


