
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

 

CELEBRATION! 
October 21, 2018 

 Welcome  Rev. Jesse Garner 

 Opening Acclamation 
Open our lips, O Lord, 
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise! 

*Song (insert) Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 

*Prayer 

 The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Seeing and Touching the Word   



Reading the Word of God Job 38:1-7 Anne LeCluyse 

Reflections  Rev. Jesse Garner 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 

 
 



 The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Let us keep the feast! 

Prayer after Communion 
God, who takes care of each one of us, 
thank you for feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation; 
Now send us out into the world to tell everyone about your love. 
Amen. 

*Closing Song (insert) Soon and Very Soon 

Benediction and Going Forth 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 



Announcements  October 21, 2018 

Young Adult Group 
This Wednesday, October 24th, at 7:30 p.m. we will be gathering at First Church (enter on the 
21st Street side) for some pumpkin carving and fellowship.  BYOP (Bring Your Own Pumpkin) and 
carving materials!  For more information on the Young Adult Group contact Annie LeCluyse 
(youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group on Facebook. 
 
Celebration of Jesse Garner’s Ministry 
We mark the end of a long and fruitful relationship at First Church; today Rev. Jesse Garner 
preaches his last sermon as Pastor of First Church.  This afternoon, everyone is invited as we 
celebrate Jesse’s 17-year ministry and leadership at First Church in a reception at the 
Germantown Cricket Club from 4-6 p.m. 
 
*Congregational Meetings* 
Please plan to stay for a congregational meeting following the 11 a.m. worship next Sunday, 
October 28th, to discuss the implementation of the Facilities Assessment and Maintenance 
Program (FAMP) and financing recommendations. On November 4th, at 10 a.m., members of the 
Session will be available to answer your questions about implementation and financing. Finally, the 
Session has called for a meeting of the congregation on November 11th, immediately following the 
11 a.m. worship service for the purpose of acting on recommendations about future capital 
improvements to the building and financing recommendations. Please plan to attend. 
 
Read Scripture at Celebration Service 
Want to be one of our Scripture readers for Celebration? We need readers starting Oct. 28, e-
mail Pastor Megan at megan.lecluyse@fpcphila.org if you want to read! 
 
New Sunday School Class for Children! 
We would like to invite young children and their families to join us for a new Sunday School Class 
at First Church every Sunday from 10-10:30 a.m. in the Cochran Room! (On lower level) We will be 
following a rotational model that will explore themes of prayer, song, story, mission, and 
sacrament, and we plan on having a lot of fun doing so together! Please contact Sarah Weisiger 
(sarah.weisiger@fpcphila.org) for more information! 
 
Wintershelter – Volunteers Needed 
First Church has volunteered for many years to prepare and serve food during the winter months 
for Wintershelter, a shelter for 20 men at Trinity Memorial Church (22nd & Spruce Streets). 
Presently they are in great need of volunteers to prepare and deliver meals to the shelter. Cooks 
can be flexible when they make the food, and deliver it labeled for the night it is to be served. 
Casseroles or hearty soup accompanied by fresh fruit is a typical meal. The shelter provides the 
rest. If you are interested, please contact Wintershelter Volunteer Coordinator Terry Newirth 
Hirshorn (tnewirth@haverford.edu). 


