
The Service for the Lord’s Day
 January 21, 2018

11:00 a.m.
 

The greatest gift a church can receive is to have a 
group of members who take their responsibilities 
with such Christian seriousness that they are 
willing to completely alter their lifestyle to raise up 
disciples for Jesus Christ.

Abraham Kuyper



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Whether you are visiting today for the first time, or are a longtime member of this church, we 
are glad you’re here.
The symbol of our church has long been “the open door.”  We strive very hard to be just that, a 
community as diverse and hospitable as God’s kingdom.  We don’t all look or act alike, and we 
certainly don’t all think alike.  We come from many different faith traditions.  We bring different 
questions, and we carry different burdens.  But every Sunday, we worship together as one.
This is a very historic congregation.  The first gatherings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
in our church.  Three of our members signed the Declaration of Independence.  But we are not a 
museum or a monument to the past.  Today we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world 
and bring our faith to bear on the contemporary issues facing this city just as did the founders of 
this church over three hundred years ago.
After the service, please stick around.  If you have questions about the church and its ministries, 
or our historic building, please ask.  We’d love to tell you about them.  So have a cup of coffee 
with us.  Introduce yourself to one of our clergy.  You never know—you just might be home!

Jesse Garner, Pastor

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE
Please fill out the pew pads in the black folders.  You will find more information about our 
church on the Visitor’s Information Display in the Narthex and in Old Buttonwood Hall.
There are several ways to become involved at First Church, both in the church and in the 
community.  We are committed to the city of Philadelphia and support a number of mission 
programs and agencies working in this community.  To learn more or to get involved, contact 
missions@fpcphila.org and check the announcements for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Childcare is provided each Sunday morning for babies and toddlers from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the building, reached by the stairs inside the 21st Street entrance.
Large print bulletins and Children’s Bulletins for ages 7-12 are available in the narthex. 
Parking is available for worship services on the west side of 21st Street from Chestnut to Locust 
Streets and on the north side of Locust from 20th to 23rd.  Ushers will provide a placard to 
display on your vehicle dashboard.  Parking is also available at Park America located at 2107 
Sansom Street (next to Day by Day Restaurant).  See ushers to validate your parking receipt for a 
reduced rate.

BE SOCIAL!
Social Media users—Check in at First Church and like our Facebook Page (facebook.com/
FirstPresPhilly).  Follow us on Instagram & Twitter @firstpresphilly, and join our hashtag 
campaign #firstchurchlove.

Visit our website to learn more, and subscribe to our email list:  www.fpcphila.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

 PRELUDE Improvisation 

 CANTICLE  J. S. Bach
Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, and usher in the morning.  You shepherds, 
shudder not with fright, but hear the angel’s warning.  This Child, now weak in infancy, 
our confidence and joy shall be; the power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.

 CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
Trust in the Lord at all times, O people, for God is our refuge.

*HYMN 244 Let Us With a Gladsome Mind Monkland

*SENTENCES  
For God alone my soul waits in silence;
my hope is from God.
God alone is my rock and my salvation;
I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
 Psalm 62:5-7

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 WELCOME  Rev. Jesse Garner

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world.  
Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves, 
clinging to the false values of a world that is passing away.  Jesus calls us to follow him, 
but we do not hear his voice, distracted by the call of the world around us.  Pour out 
your Holy Spirit upon us, and set us free to follow in the ways of Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Hear now the prayers we offer in silence…

*Those who are able may stand.



 KYRIE  Andrew Senn

 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 ANTHEM There Shall A Star Felix Mendelssohn
There shall a Star from Jacob come forth, and a Sceptre from Israel rise up, and dash in 
pieces Princes and Nations.
How brightly beams the morning star!  With sudden radiance from afar with light and 
comfort glowing!  Thy Word, Jesus, inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing. Praise, 
oh praise such love o’erflowing!

᛭ ᛭ ᛭

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 OLD TESTAMENT Jonah 3:1-10 (p. 845)

 EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 7:29–31 (p. 166)

 NEW TESTAMENT Mark 1:14-20 (p. 34)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA   Regent Square
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one.
As it was in the beginning, now and evermore shall be.  Amen.



 SERMON Followship Rev. Jesse Garner
And immediately they left their nets and followed him.

Mark 1:18

*HYMN 393 Take Up Your Cross Bourbon

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  Rev. Megan LeCluyse
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

who gathers, protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
the communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation
is made manifest in the church as the community of believers
who have been reconciled with God and with one another;
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation
for the church of Jesus Christ;
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups
is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
that anything which threatens this unity
may have no place in the church and must be resisted.

To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.

 from the Belhar Confession (1986)

 OFFERTORY Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel Moses Hogan
Didn't my Lord deliver Daniel,
Then why not every man?
He deliver'd Daniel from the lion's den,
Jonah from the belly of the whale,
And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace,
And why not every man?
The wind blows east and the wind blows west,
It blows like the judgment day,
And ev'ry poor soul that never did pray
Will be glad to pray that day.



I set my foot on the Gospel ship,
And the ship, it begin to sail,
It landed me over on Canaan's shore,
And I'll never come anymore.
Didn't my Lord deliver Daniel,
From the lion's den,
And Jonah from the belly of the whale,
And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace,
Oh yes, He did.
Tell me why not every man?

*PRESENTATION & DOXOLOGY  Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION Rev. Jesse Garner

 LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN 427 Lord, Whose Love Blaenhafren

*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Allegro in G Fanny Mendelssohn

᛭ ᛭ ᛭



ANNOUNCEMENTS JANUARY 21, 2018
The liturgist today is Rev. Megan LeCluyse.  The Greeter is Larry Slagle, and the ushers are Bill 
Swoope, Captain, Andrea Bowman, Miles Davis, Jon Rogers, and Rebecca Yep.

The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Harold and Evelyn Schwartz in memory of 
our parents.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Monday, January 22 Missions Committee 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 23 PNC 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 24 Worship Committee 10:00 a.m.

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
This Wednesday, January 24th, at 7:30 p.m. we will gather at First Church (enter on the 21st 
Street side) for discussion-based fellowship.  For more information on the Young Adult Group 
contact Annie LeCluyse (youngadults@fpcphila.org), and join the Young Adult fellowship group 
on Facebook.

MOVING FIRST FORWARD UPDATE
A gift to First Church helps to support a broad range of ministries here at 21st & Walnut, 
throughout the city of Philadelphia, and beyond.  We are grateful for your faithful generosity.  
The following is an Annual Giving update for December 2017.  We encourage you to help us 
keep Moving First Forward.

ANNUAL MEETING
The Session has set Sunday, February 11th, as the date of our Annual Meeting which will be held 
in Old Buttonwood Hall at noon, following the 11 a.m. worship service.  A light lunch will be 
served.  The congregation will receive the 2017 Annual Report and hear and act on the 
recommendations of the Nominating Committee to elect officers and members of the church's 
Nominating Committee for 2018.  All members are urged to attend this important meeting.

BIBLE STUDIES
•Women’s Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. at the church.  For 

information contact Jerry Foote (jerry.foote@fpcphila.org).
•Men’s Bible Study meets on the first Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. at the upstairs café at 

DiBruno’s (1730 Chestnut Street).  The next meeting will be February 3rd.  All are welcome to 
participate.  Contact Mac McLarin (mac.mclarin@fpcphila.org) for information.

Average weekly attendance December 2017 (9 a.m. & 11 a.m.) 166

Total giving for December 2017 $117,806

Budgeted giving for December $102,239

(continued)
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SUNDAYS @ FIRST

CELEBRATION!
Celebration! is a worship service that engages Christians of all ages through singing, interactive 
Bible lessons for children, prayer, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Join us in Old Buttonwood 
Hall at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday school for children (ages 5 and up) is held on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran 
Room.  A Bible study of each Sunday’s lectionary texts is led by Rev. Jesse Garner in the MacColl 
Room at 9:45 a.m.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Each Sunday immediately following worship our Deacons lead a brief period of intercessory 
prayer in Rev. Garner’s office.  To request prayers, fill out one of the prayer requests and place it 
in the offering plate or join the deacons for the prayer time after worship.


